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InTROducTIOn
Social human rights activists, academics, and journalists use the term shrink-

ing space to describe the increasing restrictions on civil society organizations’ 

abilities and freedom to carry out their duties within the civic space—espe-

cially over the last decade. Observing a slew of governments devising laws 

and policies that make the work of human rights defenders riskier and more 

complex, Amnesty International described the current age as one of “fear, 

division, [and] collective blame” (Amnesty 2017). Often enforced or initiated 

by the state, these prohibitions have come in numerous forms: “Legal, polit-

ical, administrative [forms], as well as extra-legal strategies such as violence 

and threats, and domination of public space to de-legitimate and stigmatize 

civil society actors . . . which affected many forms of civil society, affecting 

democratic participation, human rights defenders, national and international 

NGOs, and CSOs, social movements and mass protests, labor unions, pro-

fessional groups such as lawyers and academics, as well as social and mass 

media” (Hossain et al. 2018, 10).

In the broad sense of the term, civic space is a negotiated locus mainly 

between civil society actors and the ruling political system. The boundaries 

of this avenue reflect the democratic process within the political system (i.e., 

the state) and society as a whole. In the West Bank and the Gaza Strip, Pal-

estinian Authority (PA) has a history of shrinking the space for civil society 

and human rights defenders. In a quite recent attempt to stifle political partic-

ipation in the civic space, Decree No. 7 of 2021 is made to amend again Law 
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No. 1 of 2000 on Charitable Associations and Civil Society Organizations. In 

the colonized and nonsovereign state of Palestine, the shrinking civic space 

is more complicated and multifaceted because its boundaries are not a result 

of a democratic process among social and political forces. And civil society 

organizations (CSOs) and human rights defenders face a tangle of restrictions 

from different duty bearers. First, the occupation criminalization and punish-

ment of CSOs and human rights activists. Second is PA and Hamas’s repres-

sion which stigmatizes and demonizes human rights defenders. Another fac-

tor to consider is the active presence of international development agencies 

and donors who apply their interpretation of the approaches and activities that 

should be implemented in the Palestinian context.

There is an abundant body of literature and institutional, legal reports 

on the long history of shrinking civic and humanitarian loci in Palestine due 

to the Israeli occupation’s crackdown on CSOs, human rights defenders, and 

civil society workers and activists. The fact that Palestinian CSOs and ac-

tivists need to negotiate such civic boundaries under and with two different 

political regimes—Hamas in Gaza Strip and PA in the West Bank—is just a 

clue of the daily obstacles and the hardships they face. For those looking for 

more than a hint, there is a similar corpus of literature and legal reports—al-

though less abundant—on the shrinking civic and humanitarian spaces due to 

the Hamas’s and the PA’s limitations and assaults on CSOs and human rights 

advocates.
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However, this body of knowledge lacks a gender prism, a perspective 

that focuses on shrinking spaces for women activists in particular—or what 

this research describes as shrinking space for women activists. This research 

aims to fill this research gap by proposing that women activists’ experience 

in the past two years is a link in a larger chain of shrinking civic spaces in the 

West Bank and the Gaza Strip. While the occupying power’s limitations are 

the primary cause of this shrinkage, the action or inaction of the Palestinian 

political system (Hamas and PA) and other social and political actors have a 

role as well. The lack of protection for women’s rights activists—who strive 

to promote and protect their fellow Palestinian women’s rights—necessitates 

that the civil society and duty bearers protect the protectors.

The notion of this research emerged in response to the challenges 

faced by women activists in the last two years. Women activists have been 

exposed to a slew of human rights violations—including but not limited to 

imprisonment, stigmatization, defamation, violence, and threats of violence 

against their families and them on social media and other platforms. The de-

bate about the first draft of family protection law in May 2020 and the social 

row over the Convention on the Elimination of Discrimination against Wom-

en unfolded some examples of the defamation and stigmatization of women 

activists.

This research thoroughly explores women activists’ experiences with-

in the shrinking civic space, highlighting their understanding of this phenom-

enon, its facets, and its impacts on them and society.



8

MeThOdOlOgy 
With the prism of qualitative research, this study relies on primary and sec-

ondary data resources, including a literature review of sources on civil society 

shrinking space, attacks on women activists, and relevant Palestinian laws. 

This literature is analyzed through discourse analysis. The primary data were 

obtained through focus groups, semistructured interviews, and social media 

content analysis.

The semistructured interview was adopted to conduct individual in-

terviews and focus groups. The interviews consisted of five main questions 

and other open-ended questions that were determined based on the answers 

provided by the respondents. The duration of the individual interview ranged 

between forty-five minutes and sixty, while the discussion in the focus groups 

ranged between sixty minutes and ninety. The questions focused on the expe-

riences of various actors related to women’s participation in public life, the 

challenges women face, and the actions taken to help the women overcome 

these challenges. In the course of the interviews, a particular focus was given 

over to the sources of support offered to women activists compared to their 

needs—especially when they face violations that impede their engagement in 

the public space.

The research also moves to the role of social media in limiting spaces 

for women activists. To that end, content such as slander and insults related to 

women activists and women’s participation in the public space on Facebook, 

Twitter, WhatsApp, Instagram, and the like was analyzed.
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lITeRaTuRe RevIew

This section reviews several studies on the shrinking space for civil society 

and women’s participation in public life. The selected corpus focuses on mul-

tiple aspects that concern this study that can be categorized into three main 

groups: the shrinkage of the public space as a whole, the role of religion in 

the public space, the connections among the civic space, women’s rights, and 

government.

the shrinkage of the civic space as a whole: Many researchers like 

Nils Mollema and Karen Ayvazyan agree that the civic space as a whole is di-

minishing (2020; 2019). The main reasoning behind this is that governments 

and political systems endeavor to systemically stifle dissenting voices (2020). 

Ayvazyan adds that governments particularly devise laws and restrictions to 

limit the populace and organizations of the voices of human rights defenders 

(2019). On the other hand, Naomi Hossain argues that the civic space is not 

shrinking but transforming into a digital avenue and that not all laws govern-

ing the civic space are negative (2018). She argues that such legislation is 

needed to control a part of society that is prone to have issues (2018).

the role of religion in the civic space: There is a debate about wheth-

er religion—as a unit—is part of the civic space. But most researchers agree 

that political-religious institutes like Political-Islamic parties have a signifi-

cant role in the civic space in the Middle East and North Africa.
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Some scholars trace a connection between religious, political parties 

and prominent families as primary power holders on the Palestinian civic 

scene. Some clans made pacts with political actors such as the government 

and political parties, especially those religion-based. Cities like Hebron, 

where major clans banded together with Hizb ut Tahrir, a Political-Islamic 

party, to abort the ratification of the Convention on the Elimination of All 

Forms of Discrimination Against Women (CEDAW), provide a vivid exam-

ple of such alliances. (Al-Batran 2020).

Over and beyond, the role of the Political-Islamic parties substantially 

affects the Palestinian feminist movement, especially in the aftermath of the 

Oslo accords. Before that, the Palestinian feminist movement was part of a 

secular national movement; the national movement then gained a more reli-

gious background (Fares 2010; Bishara 1996).

In fact, women’s movements before Oslo mainly were part of politi-

cal parties, not stand-alone bandwagons. The shift to religion-based political 

parties has significantly affected the civic space, particularly women’s civic 

activism.

the connections between the civic space—including women’s civic activ-

ism—and the government: Some analysts believe that the strained relation-

ship between governments and civil society in Arab countries is a major chal-
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lenge for the civic space. For example, researcher Ji-Hyang Jang indicates 

that Arab countries are weak because they are immersed in particular social 

groups through patronage networks, while civil society is also “weak owing 

to the highly submissive attitudes toward the state” (2009).

The effect of force used by weak regimes to stifle civil society and 

the weak and highly subservient civil society has forced many Arab women’s 

movements to ally with other parties to protect themselves from the govern-

ment—as was and still is the case in Palestine (Jad 2008).

The literature also shows that women’s participation in the civic space 

shrink even if they stand for a significant component of the political party, 

for they could not become a part of the decision-making process in these 

parties. This shrinking participation owes to the patriarchal slant of political 

parties. As a result, women’s participation in the public space remains fragile. 

This dynamism provides an excellent explanation for the situation of women 

activists in the post–Oslo Accords phase (Abu Nahleh, Kuttab, and Taraki 

2003). This period has also seen the advent of nongovernmental organiza-

tions (NGOs) as a substitute for political parties. NGOs employed women 

activists as professionals, not as political and social activists, impacting the 

presence of women in the public sphere and limiting it to elitist circles (2003).

Another result of the Oslo Accords was the separation between po-

litical and civil rights, especially regarding women’s issues. This separation 

was used to stigmatize women activists—especially by the religious, political 

parties—that these women have foreign agendas.



12

This situation warrants reflection and research on how to restore 

women’s presence and actual participation in building a movement that aims 

to achieve social justice in the Palestinian society away from donors, their 

conditions, and their seasonality.

Unfortunately, Palestinian secular parties who are supposed to have a 

progressive agenda have been plagued with patriarchy; this is partly because 

secular parties have given emphasis first to the national liberation agenda and 

have postponed the social liberation agenda as a non-urgent issue. So secu-

lar movements established women’s unions. It became the responsibility of 

these unions to fight for women’s rights—instead of being shouldered by the 

entire party. Thus new male members were not educated on women’s rights. 

This can be observed when studying the case in Palestine. Many political and 

civil society left-wingers show actions that are contradictory to what is ex-

pected from secular movements, as is the case with Left bigamous leaders in 

Gaza Strip and the West Bank, given that bigamy goes against the progressive 

agenda. The progressive agenda for women’s rights remains a women’s issue 

inside the Left—not a crosscutting issue for the party at large. This context 

explains why women activists found themselves alone in the face of tradition-

al social forces and Political-Islamic parties when they tried to promote the 

family protection bill.
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TheOReTIcal FRaMewORk

To understand the shrinking space for women activists in Palestine, two kinds 

of theories are devised in this research. The first is Michel Foucault’s theories 

of discourse analysis that are connected to civic space and power. The second 

set of theories is the feminist theories, which will be explained below.

In Foucault’s view, those in power use discourse as a tool to control 

people. When it comes to the discourse that does not agree with them, they 

try to label it as foolish speech that should not be taken seriously. Even if 

this foolish speech is more rational—such as the opposition’s discourse—the 

powerful stamp this speech as foolish, unreliable, incompetent, and nontrust-

worthy (1971).

Foucault believes that: “The question about the relationship of dis-

course with political practice requires two aspects of analysis, namely, the 

necessity of a different analysis of the critical processes carried out by a dis-

course in a particular discourse field, and defining the field of analysis and the 

field of topics that discourse attempts to show, and are separated with a policy, 

or particular political practice” (Al-Pagory,2002 ). Foucault’s theory was used 

to understand hate speech against women activists. It was also used alongside 

feminist theories, especially postcolonial feminist theories, to analyze the in-

terviews with women activists, donors, and governmental institutions.
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The use of feminist theories lends a better understanding of the situ-

ation in Palestine, especially the paradigm set by Joice Kaufman and Kristen 

Williams. This approach draws connections among the state, citizenship, and 

women with a niche focus on the importance of having women activism to 

achieve their goals. In addition, Kaufman and Williams draw the connection 

between women activists and people in power who try to keep the former 

oppressed (2017). This dynamic is instrumental in analyzing the Palestinian 

situation after the assassination of critic Nizar Banat and how the authority 

endeavored to control women activists who strived to attain some rightful 

goals.

hISTORIcal BackgROund

To understand the shrinking civic space in Palestine and how it affects women 

activists, two sets of factors must be studied: the history of the civic space 

and women’s activism in Palestine. In so doing with all the impactful power 

structures considered, it could be understood how the current actors—Israeli 

occupation, the PA, political parties, CSOs, and international and donor orga-

nizations—have played a role in shrinking space for women activists.



15

Brief history of civic Space in Palestine

As early as the late nineteenth and early twentieth centuries, Palestinians be-

gan to form civic organizations in the major cities along the lines of Islamic 

and Christian associations. Despite their religious labels, these groups en-

gaged in a spectrum of political, social, and cultural activities that laid the 

groundwork for the national movement that emerged in the early twentieth 

century. One of the first associations to be formed was the Young Women’s 

Christian Association in Jerusalem (YWCA) in 1895. It was later registered 

according to Ottoman laws. These organizations were not religious in the 

strictest sense. However, they played a role in organizing Palestinian activists 

to do community work which paved the way for the rise of the first Palestin-

ian political parties and the sense of national identity. 

Before the nakba: In 1948—or in the British occupation era—Pal-

estinians formed political parties that represented their collective feelings 

toward the British occupation and the Jewish migration (Government of 

Palestine, 1946, 945). Those political parties were not the only example of 

the public avenue in Palestine. It also staged the advent of several NGOs 

that started in an environment that lacked an actual government or freedom 

(Kaufman and Williams 2011).

The role of Palestinian women in organizing the Palestinian national 

movement in the public space was noticeable in the Palestinian cities before 
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the Nakba, especially in major urban metropolises, such as Haifa, Yaffa, and 

al-Quds/Jerusalem. Women played a crucial role in organizing demonstra-

tions, community work, and charitable initiatives.

After the nakba: In the aftermath of the Nakba and the destruction of 

the normal development of society, women’s organizations centered on relief 

works, especially those that were based in the West Bank and the Gaza Strip. 

Women activists were involved in food distribution, education, and other re-

lief efforts to help Palestinian refugees, whom were ethnically cleansed from 

their homes by Zionist guerrillas.

In the aftermath of the occupation of the West Bank and Gaza Strip 

in 1967, the Palestinian landscape saw an increase in civic activism that was 

ushered in the establishment of volunteer work committees in the early 1970s. 

These committees were composed of young men and women (mostly univer-

sity students) who stated that their mission is “to do philanthropic and vol-

unteer work across historic Palestine”. Nurturing a sense of community and 

comradery among the participants, these initiatives also carried out cultural 

activities to raise social, political, and economic awareness. By and by, these 

committees evolved into the first Palestinian CSOs. Placing a niche focus on 

rural areas and refugee camps, they provided children, women, and men with 

basic medical and agricultural services as well as means of empowerment. 

These voluntary forms of organization created the nucleus of the mass self-or-

ganization of the first intifada. 
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After the oslo Accords: This turn of events unfolded the profession-

alization of Palestinian civil society. CSOs adopted more complex operation-

al methods and plans in keeping with international donors. Civil society was 

involved in building the Palestinian state as part of the peace process (Dana 

2013; Sbeih 2011). Besides, this chapter witnessed the CSOs’ breakup from 

their grassroots origins. According to Sbeih, this cut reshaped Palestinian civ-

il society as per the donor agenda (2011).

The hISTORy OF PaleSTInIan wOMen’S acTIvISM

Palestinian women have a long history of activism. In 1917, they took it to 

the streets to protest the Balfour Declaration and launched the Arab Women’s 

Congress in 1929. After the Nakba, they joined the PLO as members and 

leading role holders of major militant political parties in pursuit of a liberated 

Palestine (Hawari 2019).

Women’s activism did not stop there. They also started the Gener-

al Union of Palestinian Women as an umbrella organization for Palestinian 

women’s groups to band together. After the 1967 War, they consolidated their 

effort to secure educational, medical, legal, social, and vocational services 

(Hawari 2019).

Nevertheless, after the first intifada and the Oslo accords, dynamics 

started to change again as the women activists and leaders were excluded 

from the scene. Against the Oslo-constructed reality, the establishment of a 
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Palestinian self-governing government, and the new funding earmarked for 

the NGOs, the Palestinian collective concern has been reduced to projects 

isolated from the national context (Hawari 2019).

Power dynamics in the Palestinian society:

There are many actors in the Palestinian political landscape that affect 

the civic space and women’s participation in it. Some of these actors pro-

mote women’s participation; others try to coopt it. Some of these actors are 

Palestinian, like the government and the Palestinian Right and Left political 

parties; others are international, like NGOs and donors.

All of those factors must be explored to grasp the Palestinian situa-

tion, starting with the Palestinian Actors.

the government: Under Oslo Accords, a Palestinian government 
was installed to control—what should have become—Palestine, specifically 
the “Palestinian autonomous regions of the West Bank and Gaza Strip” (Bri-
tannica 2021). Note that Fatah was the leading political party until 2006.

In 2006—after the death of the former president Yasser Arafat, the 

election of the current president Mahmud Abbas, and Hamas’s success in the 

2006 general elections—President Abbas dismissed the government and de-

clared a state of emergency that has not come to an end to date (2021).

From that moment forward, there have been two governments in the “Pales-

tinian autonomous regions of the West Bank and Gaza Strip:” one in the West 

Bank, led by Fateh, and the other in the Gaza Strip controlled by Hamas.



19

No election has been conducted since 2007. However, at the same time, as go-

ing to be mentioned later in great detail, both governments try to crack down 

on the civil space and women’s civic activism.

Having this rough timeline noted, it is safe to say that the suppression 

of freedom of opinion and expression has been ongoing since the PA’s install-

ment. But over the recent years, the security services (PSS) have extensively 

used undercovers in civilian dress in many cases when to clamp down on the 

freedom of speech and activists (Al-Haq 2016).

Political Islamist Parties: The political-Islamic parties—like Hamas 

and Hizb-Al-Tahrir—are political groups steeped in the Islamic teaching (or 

at least their own interpretation of it) about power and ruling. These parties 

control the de facto government in the Gaza Strip (Hamas) and have a signifi-

cant influence in the West Bank, particularly in Hebron and Jenin.

Hamas is one the most prominent political parties in Palestine, as they 

are the de facto government in Gaza; they started as one of the wings of the 

Muslim brotherhood in the 1940s, but at a later point, they decided to sepa-

rate from the main body of the party and to start Hamas as we know it today 

(Saleh 2016). Even in areas outside of politics, such as economics, social 

activism, and the media, Hamas exerts a significant influence (Hamas 2021). 

No wonder its influences extends to civic space and women activists.



20

Hizb ut Tahrir’s spread is way less in the Palestinian society, but it still 

has a significant influence, especially in Hebron, the largest city in the West 

Bank in terms of population. The Hizb’s influence can clearly be seen in the 

demonstrations they organized against CEDAW. It is considered one of the 

most radical in regards to denial of women rights —if not the most—political 

parties in Palestine. 

the Left: This is the smallest of the three sections in terms of size and 

impact on the Palestinian environment. Nonetheless, it embraces the second 

biggest political party in the PLO the Popular Front for the Liberation of 

Palestine. 

Historically, these parties played a significant role in dispelling many social 

taboos that prevented women’s participation in public life. It is no coinci-

dence that leaders of these political organizations have engaged in numerous 

social endeavors to win favor with the country’s most affluent—just like the 

Right (Al-Bzour 2021). In other words, the political Left has a good chance 

of effecting a difference for women activists and the public space at large. 

However, instead of taking a firm stance against the political system, it bowed 

in submission.

After this summary about the Palestinian actor, the focus should shift 

to the international actors—who are just like the Palestinian players, a com-

plicated topic given their plurality. But they can be condensed into four cat-

egories categories: The occupation, NGOs, donors, and international bodies.
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the Israeli occupation: has played a significant role in limiting 

and shaping Palestinian society. Most notably through the reengineering of 

Palestinian economic, social and political spheres through deep acts of re-

pression. For Civil society and women’s activism the Occupation has had a 

heavy hand in repressing Palestinian CSO’s and activists including women 

activists. The declaration of 6 Palestinian CSO’s as terrorist organizations by 

the Israeli Ministry of Defense without any due process and based on secret 

evidence. Also the persecution of Khitam Saafin the Head of Union of Pales-

tinian Women’s committees and Shatha Odeh the former president of PNGO 

and the General Director of HWC.

nGos: As mentioned earlier, NGOs lead a significant role on the Pal-

estinian scene, mainly due to their exponential growth since Oslo. The total 

leaped from 1,230 NGOs in 2004 to 2,130 in 2009, which means that their 

number almost doubled in five years. One of the main reasons for this growth, 

especially after Oslo, is the huge amount of money that was channeled to 

these organizations. These finances spiked from USD51 million in 1999 to 

USD325 million in 2008 (Rosa Luxemberg 2011).

NGOs play one of two critical roles in society: the first is positive, yet 

the second is more than just negative. NGOs are key actors in helping people, 

supporting the masses, and guiding them toward their aspirations to make 

a difference for the better. Take their role in organizing demonstrations and 

protests in relation to the Nizar Banat’s case provides a clear example.
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In contrast, NGOs entail several disadvantages. To name one, their 

dependency on donors; 80 percent of their funding comes from donors who 

may have strings attached to their funds (2011). Such terms have unfolded 

both conflicts of interest and a rift among the NGOs themselves and between 

them and the people they represent and help. This challenge, by default, cast 

a shadow over their potential and capability to effect changes in society—es-

pecially for women activists.

Donors: Funding the government, NGOs, international organizations, 

and the like, this group can be considered the primary holder of power in the 

Palestinian context. Donors could be split into categories based on the type of 

donations they provide: conditional or unconditional.

Their power can be seen in the case of the United Nations Relief and 

Works Agency for Palestine Refugees in the Near East (UNRWA), when one 

of its donors, namely the United States of America, considered that UNRWA’s 

modus operandi is unsatisfactory. When the United States withdrew its sup-

port, it sparked a financial crisis that lasted for years and affected thousands 

of Palestinians, who already needed assistance to get through more difficult 

times. The impact also hit marginalized groups, including women and chil-

dren.

International bodies: By international bodies, this research refers to 

organizations like the UN, UNWOMEN, and the UNRWA. It is beyond the 

bounds of doubt that these bodies are subject to their donors (Shendruk and 
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Rosenthal 2021), not to mention that they are inconsistent with their proce-

dures, at least when it comes to Palestine, as they sometimes would go against 

the smallest of slits but other times would not even mention the main topic 

that they are concerned about.

As a case in point, the UNWOMEN, which is supposed to protect 

women worldwide, did not even condemn the PA’s offenses against the fe-

male activists who took to the streets to protest the assassination of Nizar 

Banat—including sexual harassment and physical assaults in the streets.

This is not the only case of the donors using their power to influence 

both international organizations and local organizations. On another instance, 

NGOs members of the Forum for Combating Violence against Women took 

the initiative to work on the shrinking public space for women activists, yet 

donors ignored the forum’s decisions, putting them on the back burner. 

If any, these examples show that women activists are facing the issue 

of the shrinking public space on more than one front. The shrinking physi-

cal space aside, when women endeavor to start activities of their choice, do-

nors try to stop the activities or downgrade their impact by using their power 

through their conditioned funds.

That means that women activists’ struggle does not have one shrink-

ing space or party to handle. Instead, they face multiple spaces and parties; 

some should extend a helping hand to support and empower those activists 

and NGOs that help them.
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The ReSulTS

This part of the research is separated into three parts: the first is the interviews 

and the answers that have been provided to the questions; the second is the 

analyses of the hate speech that women activists receive; last but not least, 

the tools have been used to cause the shrinking of the public space for women 

activists.

the interviews: This part presents the answers to the questions asked 

to the women activists—including the things that affect their capability to 

participate in the public sphere or why it is shrinking for them.

the Demographic questions: The nature of their role, the number of 

years of experience, the place of work (grassroots, nongovernmental, govern-

mental, social movements, etc.)

 What is your experience in participating in public life? What is  

 the nature of your role in public life?

 In your opinion, what are the obstacles/challenges to Palestinian

  women’s participation in the public sphere? And what are the 
 challenges you face? 

 What are the sources of support, if any? What are the strategies  

 for facing these challenges? 

 How does society view your work, whether in the Gaza Strip or 

the West Bank—including East Jerusalem/al-Quds?
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The first question indicated that the respondents come from different 

backgrounds and play different roles in the civil space. Four of them are so-

cial activists, and one is from Jerusalem. The rest are from the West Bank. 

Another respondent is an activist and lawyer; a third is an activist and a leader 

of a feminist organization. One works with the foreign representative office in 

the West Bank; another serves as a university professor. In addition, one of the 

respondents works as the head of the gender unit at the Public Prosecution. 

Finally, the focus group included seven female activists from the Gaza Strip.

Three points should be mentioned about the interviewees. First, the 

interviewees represent different age groups. Second, two extra interviews 

were added to the original cluster but haven’t been added above because they 

were more of legal consultancies to understand the answers provided by the 

head of the gender unit at the Public Prosecution’s office. Therefore, they 

were not asked the same questions. Last, we asked for an interview with the 

Military Prosecution’s office to further understand how the military prosecu-

tion worked to hold security personal accountable for the violations against 

the women activists. But the request was ignored.

 What is your experience in relation to public life? 

What is the nature of your role in public life?

When it comes to women activists (this includes the focus group and 

the leader of the feminist organization) and their roles, they came from dif-

ferent backgrounds. Some of them started their social activism at university; 

others later in their lives.
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Their roles do not end as just activists as they, in some cases, made 

their own groups that support other women. At the same time, they worked 

on mobilizing other women as activists. In the lawyer’s case, she served as 

a lawyer for the activists whom were detained for participating in the Nizar 

Banat protests.

The university professor’s role extends beyond being a women’s rights 

activist to writing a book about the situation of Palestinian women activists’ 

participation in public life from a historical perspective. It also sheds light on 

the role of right-wing female activists.

As indicated by the interviewee working with the foreign representa-

tive in Palestine, the donor’s role is different as they are not a national play-

er—but an international one. They work primarily on advocating for human 

rights and reporting the situation on the ground for their capitals, in order to 

suggest policy approaches. They fund organizations and initiatives that are 

aligned with their human rights and political agenda.

The role of the gender unit in the Public Prosecution includes (1) in-

tegrating gender concepts to ensure the rights of women who go to the Public 

Prosecution, (2) reviewing the strategic plan of the Public Prosecution; (3) 

releasing statistics and policies; (4) coordinating and networking; and (5) or-

ganizing training and workshops with other departments.
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These inputs show that each part of these groups and individuals has a 

significant role in the civic space. All of them are needed to sustain and boost 

civic participation and women’s role in it.

When asking the women activists about what were the obstacles/chal-

lenges to Palestinian women’s participation in the public sphere? And what 

were the challenges that they faced? 

The answers to this question were similar yet in four main directions, 

and all four were groups that had power over them.

The first answer was the Palestinian government. According to the ac-

tivists, the PA saw women’s participation in the Nizar Banat demonstrations. 

Hence, the PA used the social norms to prevent female activists from partak-

ing in demonstrations. In so doing, the police tried to steal female demon-

strators’ mobiles. Sexual harassment was also used to scare women activists. 

The feminist orgianization’s leader has confirmed the use of such tools. Con-

cerning sexual harassment, the professor stated: “They send [PSS] officers to 

Egypt to learn tactics to use against the activists.” The donor also affirmed 

that “women are targeted” and “those tools are not acceptable.”

In a similar vein, the focus group in Gaza cited the de facto govern-

ment as the main challenge. In Gaza, however, the issue does not end with 

attempting to prevent women activists from demonstrating. It extends to in-

clude any activity that is not approved by Hamas “under the pretext that it 
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may affect that social norms.” When it comes to resources and funding, they 

get asked to “get it from their mosque,” and as they say, “the law in Gaza does 

not apply to everyone.”

Some interviewees cited family as a barrier that hinders them from 

playing a more active part in civil society. In contrast, some of them said 

that their families have a big role in their activism. As one of the activists 

puts it: “My small family supported me because they have a political back-

ground, but my bigger family questioned my participation in the first place.” 

This statement shows that some families were more supportive than others of 

women’s participation in the Nizar Banat protests.

Most interviewed activists (from the Gaza Strip and the West Bank, 

including al-Quds/Jerusalem) cited the occupation as a major obstacle to 

women’s attaining a more significant role in the civil space.

What can be seen here is that all the women activists face issues and 

troubles when trying to be a part of the public space. Those troubles do not 

end; instead, they grow to curtail civic space for women.

 What are the sources of support, if any? What are the 

strategies for facing these challenges/obstacles? 

There were three main answers to these questions: the families, the 

women’s organizations, and the social circles.

As indicated, families can exert a positive or negative influence. They 
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can support female activists and provide them with semi legal support and 

protection. As one of the activists put it: “despite the patriarchal slant of ex-

tended families, they still provide woman activists with a lot of support and 

protection against the government.” This role is seconded by the university 

professor.

For this research, social circles refer to friends and colleagues of the 

female activists who were arrested amid the crackdown on the Nizar Banat 

demonstrations. “To have your friends around you all night to make you feel 

better is all you can ask for,” one of the activists reflected.

the women’s organizations: It is perhaps fitting to note that the ma-

jority of the respondents who answered this question worked for a women’s 

organization or were attempting to form groups to help other women—as the 

two activists who helped establish women’s bodies at their universities.

How is your work seen by your community, whether in the Gaza Strip 

or the West Bank, including East Jerusalem/al-Quds?

Almost every single interviewee gave a different answer to this ques-

tion. The focus group answered that they feel that their work makes a differ-

ence, but it is limited because they cannot do any activities without Hamas’s 

approval—and the people can see that.

The activists from al-Quds/Jerusalem said that her society accepts and 

supports her activities as all of them are in the same situation. “All of us 
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became a big family that works together,” she remarked. This point makes 

resonates with what happens in the Sheikh Jarrah neighborhood.

In the West Bank, some activists believe that society is pulling strings 

against them, and thus they are attempting to hide from the public view. Even 

one of them was asked, “Why are you putting yourself in danger when you 

know what you are doing will not have any effect?” In contrast, others said 

their community appreciates and supports their activism.

According to these answers, especially when connected to the prior 

question’s answers, the tools that support activists are the same ones that can 

be turned against them. Especially those connected to the social system, they 

might attract activists into the public arena or cause them to reel from the 

consequences.

the head of the gender unit at the Public Prosecution:

To wrap up this part, the interview with the head of the gender unit 

should be revisited. Unlike the rest of the respondents, she did not allow the 

researcher to record the interview. Although she is the head of the gender 

unit, she explained that the sexual harassment, mobile stealing, attacks, and 

detention of female activists after the Nizar Banat case fall outside the unit’s 

remit. However, the affected parties are women because the accused parties 

are officers. Hence, I have to refer to the military prosecution.
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The researchers sent an official letter to the military protection office 

for an interview, yet the request was ignored. For a complete picture of the le-

gal landscape in these instances, we spoke with an attorney. While the lawyer 

agreed with the head of the gender unit, she stressed that it was not always 

this way. Such accusations were dealt with in the civil courts rather than the 

military courts in the past. However, the government’s declaration that the 

police were military, not a civil institution put an end to this treatment.

A conflict of interest exists here since the people being accused are 

police officers who tried to quell protests against an act done by another ele-

ment of their apparatus. Although they acted in accordance with their train-

ing and are deployed by the same government that is supposed to hold them 

accountable for their actions, they will not be prosecuted since they are an 

integral part of the system.

This section of the study turns to hate speech as shown on social media 

(Twitter, Facebook, Instagram). It attempts to analyze this issue from a Pal-

estinian perspective by examining a collection of social media content used 

to slander, harm, or misrepresent women activists in Palestine. This section 

focuses on the events that occurred during and after the CEDAW controversy 

and the murder of activist Nizar Banat to facilitate exploration.

Social media stands as a powerful locus when it comes to sharing 

one’s thoughts and feelings. However, as the analysis of hate speech on social 

media reveals, it may be turned into a harmful weapon. However, as the anal-
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ysis of hate speech on social media reveals, it may be turned into a harmful 

weapon, affecting every person slandered by it. That is especially the case for 

women, particularly women activists.

Like any other women or activists in the world, Palestinian women 

activists are prone to face hate speech whether they are in the Gaza Strip or 

the West Bank, including East Jerusalem/al-Quds. These notions can be ob-

served in the different publications from people affiliated and connected to 

two main groups: the Right and the PA.

the right-wing:

Like most right-wingers worldwide, the religious undertones of 

Palestinian Right’s ideology resound in its publications, whether as hate 

speech or other forms of extremism. Hizb ut Tahrir is one of Palestine’s 

most prominent right-wing parties. It is famous for its radical stances on 

many laws and conventions that it deems noncompliant with the sharia. 



33

Screenshot 1, taken from the Hizb’s official Facebook page, features 

a book cover published by Hizb. The cover claims that women and families 

are in danger, pointing out that the CEDAW, feminist groups, and the “the 

Islam’s-enemy-owned” PA, as they describe it, are to blame.

This content shows that this right-winged organization not only ac-

cuses the government of anti-Islam but also accuses the organizations that 

try to empower women by saying that they are a danger to both women and 

families.
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The hate speech against women activists coming from the right-wing 

organizations does not end with accusing them of being a danger to the family 

but also includes attacks on the activists themselves, as shown in screenshot 2, 

which has been published on a Facebook page affiliated with the right-wing.

              
The picture shows a depiction of what a woman activist looks like 

from the perspective of a right-winger. It starts with two disclaimers. The 
publisher added that this description only describes female atheists and femi-
nists who believe in secularism—not the religious ladies who believe in God 
and follow God’s sharia.



35

          The second disclaimer, which is a part of the picture itself, says that this 

lady’s life can be summed in her hate for men, loneliness, antidepressants, 

abortion, alcohol, suicide attempts and that her goal is to help Muslim women 

that live a happy life with her husband and children.

The last part of this depiction is info, presented in an ID-card layout, 

about this woman: her name is feminist, fifty, with a record of five failed 

relationships, four cases of abortion, alcoholism, and two suicide attempts. 

Even yet, we learn that this persona has problems with her father, lives with 

her dog, and works as a consultant on matters related to women, families, and 

social relationships.
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This kind of content demonstrates some of the breadth and depth of 

the right-wing extremists’ use of social media to spread hate. The cartoon 

reveals a hatred for non-Muslim women activists. It also seeks to dehumanize 

any female activist who does not comply with their ideology, depicting her as 

an enemy that is aiming to destroy their belief system structures.

In the West Bank, “all of this [actions against CEDAW and women’s 

activism and rights] happened under the PA’s noses and with its green light. 

We were attacked by name,” an activist pointed out. On the radicals and the 

wrongdoers, she said, “we were left alone to face them.” Not to mention the 

assertions that the government declines to use the cybercrimes law against 

hate speech but instead solely against the opposition.

However, the Hizb’s actions in the West Bank aren’t the only reper-

cussion of the right-wing. Women activists in the Gaza focus group have 

called attention to such practices are manifest in Hamas’s de facto rule in 

Gaza and its policies. We are bound to do nothing unless Hamas gives us the 

go-ahead, they stated. They also added that “in Gaza, you cannot engage in 

social activism without risking legal repercussions.”

the PA:

The PA and its content against women activists are distinct from the right-

wing. It often avoids confrontation. Instead, it devises more subtle tactics 

to deflect or escape any allegations or accusations. Even if it recognizes its 
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transgressions, it will not allow justice to be served. This notion resonates 

with one of the activists’ responses implied: “He knows (president Abbas) 

that they (The Security personel) did it [sexual harassment of women activ-

ists], but he will not do anything because they are his children.” According to 

another respondent, a Palestinian activist and NGO leader, the government of 

Palestine sends police officers to Egypt for training with the knowledge that 

Egypt has one of the worst records of Human Rights violations of its police 

against activists.

One of the clearest cases of deflection is shown in illustration 3, which 

shows the attack on journalist Najla Zaitoun. It captures a police officer at-

tacking a female journalist with a wooden pat. However, photo 4 reveals a PA 

affiliate’s attempt to divert the impact of the first picture by accusing Zaitoun 

of going against the resistance in an attempt to make the cause of attacking 

the journalist more accepted for the general masses, playing on uniquely Pal-

estinian taboos, and labeling the journalist as “not patriotic.”
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Wafa, a government-funded publication, is a good place to see the 

techniques of ignorance in action. This article does not include any reference 

to the numerous instances of violence against female activists and journalists 

during the Nizar Banat incidents. Even yet, it used “riots” to describe the 

demonstrations, implying that they were violent. It accused those who criti-

cized the government of trying to “change the system.”

Nevertheless, this depiction is refuted by one of the activists who said 

in her interview that the demonstrations were not violent, at least in the begin-

ning. The activists did not attack until the counterprotesters, who are affiliated 

with the government, started throwing rocks at them under the protection 

of the police, as one of them indicated. Just two minutes after arriving at a 

demonstration place, the second activist describes what occurred to her: po-
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lice did nothing to halt the violence but instead took part against both female 

and male activists.

However, the government-and-PSS-engineered assaults did not end 

in the streets. Instead, PSS members pursued the women activists on social 

media. They reported receiving dozens of friendship requests from PSS mem-

bers and government personnel. Following these friend requests on social 

media, a rash of sexually explicit messages and comments were sent to the 

female activists and journalists. The PSS used character assassination tactics 

to denigrate the female activists and damage their social and political worth 

as activists and their professional reputation as journalists. They also tried 

to take advantage of the images and data they obtained from the mobile that 

they stole and hacked. It even got to the point where pornographic videos and 

posting them online with the names of female activists and feminists. On that 

one of the journalists and activists said:

I... am still subjected to blackmailing. My phone has not been returned to 

me up to now. As soon as I thought of resorting to military prosecution . 

. . or tried to lodge a complaint on my own. I’m being blackmailed. The 

minute I filed the complaint, they created an Instagram account with my 

name. They disseminate information that I have suicidal tendencies. . . Of 

course, they bend the social semantics of my marital status as a divorced 

woman. They post information that I was divorced because I’m a ‘whore.’ 

And my father received a porn film titled by my name with a message that 
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reads, ‘lo and behold what your daughter is doing!’ Of course, the video 

has nothing to do with me; it does not show anyone who even looks like 

me. If any, this case shows their sheer failure even in lie fabrication.”

the tools used to shrink public spaces for women activists

According to the interviews with activists, organizations, experts, and donors, 

many tools have been used against women activists—including sexual ha-

rassment, physical violence, theft of personal belongings, and arrests.

Physical Harassment: As shown in the interviews, the women activ-

ists have endured many forms of sexual harassment, including verbal and 

physical assault.

Several activists have been either physically harassed or have been 

threatened to be harassed if they do not comply. One activist relates, “‘Stop 

beating me,’ I said to the officers, but I really meant stop sexually harassing 

me, yet I was afraid of being punished more for saying so,” Another activist 

said: “There were five people in civil dress standing next to us. . . One of them 

was a cop who assaulted and harassed me in 2013. He called me by my full 

name! I mean, he pronounced my name as is on my identity card. He then 

explicitly threatened: ‘Get off unless you want to go through what you have 

had the last time.’”

Those two quotes indicate that this is not the first time this has oc-

curred and that harassment is being used to intimidate activists into not par-
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ticipating in future protests. Officers are aware of whom they are harassing 

and are not entirely arbitrary in their actions. Be aware that this is not the only 

instance in which officers used a specific name for one of the activists inter-

viewed. While these tactics scare the activists, they do not stop them from 

speaking out. Furthermore, everything described thus far only pertains to the 

most recent demonstrations against the killing of Nizar Banat, which were 

staged by the PA in the West Bank furthermore, everything described thus far 

only pertains to the most recent demonstrations against the killing of Nizar 

Banat in the West Bank. However, this does not rule out that similar incidents 

occurred in the past or that the PA is the sole violator.

Sexual harassment extends beyond the bounds of physical harassment 

to verbal abuse. For example, many activists have been verbally abused and 

referred to as “whores,” as one respondent put it. Over and above, another 

activist was called the “whore of the Manara” (a landmark square in Ramal-

lah). Note that the usage of such obscenities against women in the Palestinian 

context is taboo.

Like sexual harassment, physical violence has been used against 

women activists as a deterrent. Since every activist and journalist interviewed 

for this study has been subjected to some form of physical abuse, compiling 

a comprehensive list of all incidents of violence against women activists and 

journalists is nearly impossible. Some of them were physically hit, just as in 

the case of one of the interviewees who threw herself over another protester 
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to protect him—tactic Palestinian activists use to shield another Palestinian 

activist from being hit by the occupation forces. The result was that she was 

struck. Others had been threatened with harm or death, as one activist recalled 

an undercover telling her, “I have a gun that I will unload in your skull.”

Theft of properties is one of the main tools that have been used against 

women activists in the last demonstrations. Many activists had their mobiles 

“confiscated.” As one of the activists said, this tool was used “to silence and 

muzzle the mouths of individuals who tried or were keen in imparting the 

news through media to make it accessible to others.” On the other hand, this 

measure was used to get what the activists had on their phones to intimidate 

women activists. In this vein, one of the activists said: “For women, any pic-

ture, whether with family, university colleagues, on a trip, or in a restaurant, 

can be a sensitive issue for her family and her. Even if it is a photo with a 

female colleague, it may disrupt the family who might impose restrictions on 

their daughters.” This upshot is the exact end the PSS seeks by this means. 

As we read in Habash’s testimony, the theft of women’s personal belong-

ings went beyond their mobiles to their bags—including the content. Such 

pressures push families to tighten their control over women’s participation in 

public and social life and intimidate them from confronting the power order.

Arrests have been used to put even more pressure on women activists 

and their families; this tactic is used chiefly against activists by the govern-

ment, the de facto government, and the Israeli occupation, as indicated in 
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most of the interviews. In the Gaza Strip, the de facto government prevents 

any group from doing any activities without the government’s approval. If 

any activist goes against that, they can either be denied funding which is al-

ready scarce, or arrested.

In East Jerusalem/al-Quds, arrests are more of a common occurrence 

against Palestinians as it is one of the main tactics used against both the activ-

ists and their families. One of the activists in the city said, “we are ready to be 

imprisoned at any moment, and that goes for my family and me like happened 

to many others . . . When they arrested my father, brother, and me, I was not 

scared for myself. . . I was scared for my father as he is an old man.” This 

comment implies that arrests of this nature are not uncommon. However, it is 

still a little unnerving, not only for the activists themselves.

In the West Bank, the case is slightly different as more than one group 

does the arrest as both the PA and the Israeli occupation arrest the activists 

regardless of gender. One indication that comes over clearly in the interviews 

is the high number of arrests for speaking out against the people in authority, 

be they government officials or occupying forces. “They do not like that we 

make the comparison between them and the occupation, but they act the same 

way and use the same tactics, so if they do not want us to treat them this way, 

they should tell us how they want us to treat them . . . both of them want the 

same thing which is to shut us up.”
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One thing that can be seen from all of these approaches is that they 

all have two primary goals: terrify and influence activist families. Serving as 

stepping stones, these goals would eventually prevent activists, particularly 

women, from participating in public life and thus shrinking their public spaces.

Once the public’s trust in the activist is shaken, they could be intim-

idated by making them appear out of step with society and even antithetical. 

The Hizb’s hate speech exemplifies this act of antagonization. “They try to 

make us the scapegoats,” remarked the professor in relation to demonstrations 

for the CEDAW. The fear of being cut off from one’s own community can 

cause some people to withdraw from public life altogether. To harm another 

person’s well-being by using physical or sexual violence (or a combination of 

the two) is also another option.

Moreover, they endeavor to sway the families of the activists, in par-

ticular, female activists, against them. As we repeatedly noted, family plays 

a crucial role in Palestinian society. Families can support and prevent their 

members from joining the public sphere. Therefore, people in power tried and 

still do to use the family as a deterrent. An activist was asked by her family, 

“Why were you even there?” “Is it a nice repute to keep getting arrested.” 

another activist was asked by her family. As the NGO leader put it, “you can 

see by looking at the demonstrations that there are fewer and fewer female 

activists, and this is due to family pressure.” At least in some situations, it 

appears that women’s activism was swayed by the influence of their families, 

at least the large families.
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cOncluSIOn:

Finally, it is worth noting that while there are efforts from multiple parties to 

reduce the public space in Palestine, those efforts are primarily focused on 

women activists since they have always had a significant role to play, which 

those parties do not accept.

Several parties have been highlighted as having an adverse effect on 

women activists, including the PA, which has used sexual harassment and 

physical force against them. These efforts extend beyond subjugating women 

activists to swaying their families against their daughters’ political and social 

activities. In addition, hate speech on social media was used in tandem with 

the lack of coverage of the case that sparked the protest in the first place to 

sway public opinion against activists. 

Aside from utilizing hate speech and accusing women activists of 

being the enemy of Islam and family structures, right-wingers collaborate 

with the PA in the West Bank to limit women activists’ roles, as the Hizb 

did against CEDAW demonstrations. Furthermore, the Right strives to limit 

women’s activism by not approving their actions, as is the situation under the 

de facto administration in Gaza.

The occupation impacts all activists—including women—wherever 

they happen to be in the West Bank and Gaza Strip. In the Gaza Strip, they 

are affected by the force of war; in the West Bank, by waves of detention and 

arrest; and in East Jerusalem/al-Quds, the occupation directly impacts them 
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and their families. Families can prevent their daughters from entering the 

public sphere or protect and support them to forge ahead.

The donors stymied activists to sway them from their original strug-

gle. This applies to most NGOs advocating for women’s rights to participate 

in the public arena. As a result, the donors tried to obscure the political di-

mension of women’s activism by cloaking these goals under more prominent 

titles.

Duty bearers like UNWOMEN and other international organizations 

remained remarkably silent in the wake of the killing of critic Nizar Banat, re-

fusing to even condemn the atrocities committed against demonstrators who 

were women. They excused themselves by saying that their parent organiza-

tion (the UN) condemned the situation; thus, they do not need to do that as 

well. And when invited to participate in this research to voice their opinion 

on a problem that affects the group they are supposed to care for, they only 

responded to the first email and did not respond to any subsequent emails.

Against all the odds they face from the Left, the Right, the govern-

ment, and international organizations, the activists use some strategies and 

sources of assistance to ensure their engagement in the public space—includ-

ing the family, some donors, and the organizations that advocate women and 

political rights, and the social circles of the activists.
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Despite the shrinking space for women activists in Palestine, women 

activists themselves, as well as in concert with other activists and organiza-

tions that help them, are still able to engender some hope. Therefore, they 

should be supported in every way possible. In the final analysis, women’s 

struggle should not be reduced to an individual issue that could be stifled in 

such shrinking public spaces.
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RecOMMendaTIOnS

First:

I. Human rights organizations, bodies, and coalitions should 

restore the public’s confidence in them not only by documenting 

the violations but rather rounding off the legal procedures related 

to the violations in a way that ensures accountability of the per-

petrators in accordance with the Basic Law, other national laws 

and international conventions to which the PA has acceded. This 

step is particularly instrumental due to the failure of the public 

prosecution and the judiciary to recover the rights. As a start, an 

extensive and in-depth review of the events of June, July, and Au-

gust of 2021 should be carried out. The response of the various hu-

man rights bodies and organizations to these events and how they 

addressed the issues based on serious, critical conclusions would 

activate the role of these bodies and organizations in defending the 

public right and rights of citizens.

II. In times of repression and hostility, the Bar Association 

should assume a more active role by establishing a crisis 

cell whose purpose is to: 

- monitor and document violations;
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- raise public awareness of political and civil rights;

- provide legal advice to the abused and to human 

rights organizations;

- represent the victims before the courts; and

- consult and tap into legal and international exper-

tise to plead before courts, as is the case in the 

Banat case.

III. The family’s role should be strengthened to provide their 

activist family members with protection. Thus, it cannot 

be turned against them.

IV. Considering the harmonious aspirations of the Left and 

the activists, the left should assume a more active role in 

defending the activists and stop bowing to the patriarchy.

V. National organizations that play a crucial role in society 

should be empowered by donors and foreign organiza-

tions, and not replaced through direct implementation of 

activities as the trend that is happening today, because 

they know more about what their societies need than any-

body else does.
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In the final analysis, it is perhaps fitting to highlight that 

these recommendations are temporary fixes pending a 

radical solution for the Palestinian society’s current chal-

lenge in the face of the PA, the de facto government in 

the Gaza Strip, the Israeli occupation, and international 

organizations that contribute to the shrinkage of the pub-

lic spaces for women activists.
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IntRoDuCtIon

Since its advent, the Palestinian Authority (PA) has faced a barrage of nation-
al and international criticism for suppressing opinion, expression, and press 
freedoms—particularly the critique voiced by the opposition to its political 
and economic project. This repression has been on the rise from the end of the 
second intifada, through the political rift between the West Bank and the Gaza 
Strip, to the subsequent reorganization and training of the Palestinian Securi-
ty Services (PSS) according to a novel security doctrine. In the aftermath of 
the political division, the Palestinian landscape staged many initiatives. With 
a political slant, some pushes demanded a withdrawal from the post-Oslo ap-
proach of negotiatory compromises. Other socioeconomic enterprises pressed 
for improvements in living conditions. Another human rights–oriented band-
wagon advocated against corruption and for the accountability of the corrupt. 
Deeming all these movements as signs of a looming coup d’état, the Ramal-
lah authority lent itself the right to clamp down on them with disproportionate 
force. Excessive violence against the press and expression freedoms unfolded 
a slew of violations of the Palestinian Basic Law and other laws such as the 
Press and Publication Law No. 9 of 1995 and the Public Meeting Law No. 
12 of 1998. It also constitutes a flat violation of many international treaties 
and covenants. Standing as the PA’s most pronounced violation over the past 
months, the assassination of political critic Nizar Banat on the morning of 
June 24, 2021, at the hands of a PSS squad for his fierce criticism of the 
PA’s corruption, administration praxes, and political, economic, and social 
discretions. The months following the assassination witnessed another slew 
of systematic repressive practices by the authority in an attempt to quell the 
mass movement calling for the prosecution of the critic’s killers according to 
the legislation enacted by the PA itself.
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Past months’ events uncloaked that the PA’s repressive practices target 
all sections of society—individuals, bodies, and institutions. However, this 
report places a niche focus on the PA’s repression of the women who took part 
in the mass activism charged by the assassination of the martyr Banat—in-
cluding violations and restrictions on the freedom of expression. The system-
atic oppression went beyond the female activists who called for justice for the 
slain martyr to the female journalists whose role was limited to covering and 
reporting the events of the mass actions against PA’s praxes.
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FReeDom oF oPInIon AnD exPRessIon: LeGAL 
BACKGRounD
Freedom of opinion, expression, or speech stands as a core pillar of the 
bill of rights and freedoms in any country—given that recognition and 
protection of this liberty is a sine qua non for the exercise of the remain-
der of human rights and public freedoms. This terrain of freedom consti-
tutes an instrumental component of good governance, functioning as a 
mirror and a prelim to human rights and freedoms, the lifeline of democ-
racy—and an instrumental tool for individuals to express their opinions 
about public governance and influence and participate in the decision-mak-
ing related to civil, political, and economic rights and freedoms. It also of-
fers a prism through which individuals can access, receive, and impart in-
formation to better oversee the public authorities’ performance and hold 
them accountable for any transgression or failure in fulfilling their remits.
 

Considering this central significance, many internation-
al treaties and covenants enshrined, guaranteed, and protected the 
right to freedom of expression. The Universal Declaration of Human 
Rights anchored the first pillars of this right and established the lo-
cus for all human rights conventions and declarations that followed. 

 Article 19 of the declaration states that “everyone has the right to free-
dom of opinion and expression; this right includes freedom to hold 
opinions without interference and to seek, receive, and impart in-
formation and ideas through any media and regardless of frontiers.” 

 Article 19 of the International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights (IC-
CPR) also provides:

1. Everyone shall have the right to hold opinions without inter-
ference.
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2. Everyone shall have the right to freedom of expression; this 
right shall include freedom to seek, receive and impart infor-
mation and ideas of all kinds, regardless of frontiers, either 
orally, in writing or in print, in the form of art, or through any 
other media of his choice.

3. The exercise of the rights provided for in paragraph 2 of this 
article carries with it special duties and responsibilities. It 
may therefore be subject to certain restrictions, but these shall 
only be such as are provided by law and are necessary:

a. For respect of the rights or reputations of others;

b. For the protection of national security or of public 
order (ordre public), or of public health or morals.  

On the national level, the Palestinian Basic Law, in its origi-
nal and amended versions, enshrines the right to freedom of opinion 
and expression in all forms. As article 19 of the Basic Law stands, “Free-
dom of opinion may not be prejudiced. Every person shall have the right 
to express his opinion and to circulate it orally, in writing or in any form 
of expression or art, with due consideration to the provisions of the law.” 
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FReeDom oF the PRess AnD meDIA: LeGAL 
BACKGRounD

It is not easy to separate the freedoms of opinion and expression from the free-
dom to impart and express these opinions individually or through the special-
ized press and media organizations and agencies. Although the Universal Dec-
laration of Human Rights does not explicitly mention the freedom of the press, 
it does lay down the foundations for a free press or the freedom of the press. 

 Specifically, it rounds off its statement of the universal entitlement to the 
freedom of opinion and expression by asserting the right to “seek, receive and 
impart information and ideas through any media and regardless of frontiers.” 

 Article 19(2) of ICCPR avouched this notion, and article 19(3) of the same 
covenant clarified and buttressed this entitlement with some legal controls and 
safeguards. Trailing this affirmation, article 2 of the UNESCO Declaration 
on Fundamental Principles concerning the Contribution to the Mass Media 
provided: “The exercise of freedom of opinion, expression and information, 
recognized as an integral part of human rights and fundamental freedoms, is 
a vital factor in the strengthening of peace and international understanding,” 

 and that “access by the public to information should be guaran-
teed by the diversity of the sources and means of information avail-
able to it. . . To this end, journalists must have freedom to re-
port and the fullest possible facilities of access to information.” 

 The declaration also advises that “if the mass media are to be in a 
position to promote the principles of this Declaration in their ac-
tivities, it is essential that journalists and other agents of the mass 
media, in their own country or abroad, be assured of protection guar-
anteeing them the best conditions for the exercise of their profession.” 

 In 1995, principle 1 of Johannesburg Principles on National Security, 
Freedom of Expression and Access to Information reasserted the right to 
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freedom of opinion and expression, freedom to seek, receive, and impart 
information and ideas by all available means. In 2004, The Arab Char-
ter on Human Rights also enshrined these rights in article 32 thereof. 

Similarly, the Palestinian Basic Law reflects the integration between 
the right to freedom of opinion and expression and the right to freedom to 
seek, receive, and impart information and ideas through any media. Article 
19—the very article that enshrines the right to freedom of opinion and ex-
pression—also safeguards the right to impart opinions “in writing or in any 
form of expression or art, with due consideration to the provisions of the law.” 

 In addition, article 27 of the Basic Law provides:

1- The establishment of newspapers and other media is a 
right for all guaranteed by this Basic Law and subject to 
the sources of funding by law enforcement. 

2- The freedom of visual, audio, and written media, the 
freedom of printing, publishing, distribution, and broad-
casting, and the freedom of those working in them are 
guaranteed in accordance with this Basic Law and the 
relevant laws.

3- Censorship of the media is prohibited, and it is not 
permissible to warn them, stop them, confiscate, can-
cel or impose restrictions on them except in accor-
dance with the law and by virtue of a court ruling. 

 

Not satisfied with the Basic Law’s provisions on this liberty, the Palestin-
ian legislature made the Press and Publication Law No. 9 of 1995 to fur-
ther safeguard press freedom, particularly articles 2, 3, and 4—print-
ing and publishing. The remainder of the law focuses on the financial and 



62

administrative regulation of journalism and media. In contrast, Decree 
No. 10 of 2018 on Cybercrime, which the PA president approved in June 
2017, marked a setback for freedom of opinion and expression and the 
right to seek and impart news and information. Encroaching freedoms 
and rights enshrined in the national basic law, the presidential decree pro-
voked human rights organizations that condemned its letter and spirit. 

 Human rights organizations also criticized the surrepti-
tious modus-operandi whereby the dictate was approved. 
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PA’s VIoLAtIons oF FReeDoms oF oPInIon, ex-
PRessIon, AnD PRess AnD theIR ReCent esCA-
LAtIon: An oVeRVIeW

As indicated earlier, PA’s suppression to quell nonconforming and opposing 
voices is not the spur of the moment. Such praxes have been accompaniments 
to the PA since its early days. The first of these oppressive acts was the Pal-
estine Mosque massacre that was perpetrated on Friday, November 18, 1994. 
Eleven people were killed, and more than 120 were injured in the heinous act. 

 Targeting its political opponents, the PA punctuated its incipient years 
with several incidents of suppression of freedoms of opinion, expression, 
and peaceful assembly. To name a few, the PSS’s storming raid on An-Na-
jah University on March 30, 1996—including the assault on students and 
academic staff—and the general ban on demonstrations during the Pales-
tinian Liberation Organization National Council’s session in Gaza City in 
1998. In the same year, the security forces beat Legislative Council mem-
bers at a sit-in in the front yard of the house of the two martyrs Imad and 
Adel Awadallah in the city of al-Bireh. They also opened fire on a peace-
ful protest called for by the Palestinian National Liberation Movement 
– Fatah, as it was marching toward al-Muqata’a (the presidential com-
pound) in Ramallah. The shooting led to the martyrdom of Wasim at-Tarifi.
 Let alone the arrest of writers and national figures and the shooting and 
wounding of the then Legislative Council member Saleh Abdel-Gawad fol-
lowing the Twenty’s Statement on the PA’s executive corruption.

After Hamas won the 2006 Legislative Council elections and the sub-
sequent polarization and cut-throat political competition between Fatah and 
Hamas, the Palestinian landscape witnessed a return to the clampdown on 
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individual and public rights and freedoms, which had been significantly eased 
amid the years of the intifada. These manifestations continued to expand and 
escalate in the West Bank and the Gaza Strip cities, coming to a climax in the 
bloodstained split between Fatah and Hamas in the summer of 2007. As a re-
sult, Hamas has taken control of the Gaza Strip, and the PA tightened its secu-
rity grip in the West Bank. “The catastrophic repercussions of all these twists 
and turns on the reality and futurity of the national project aside, equally signif-
icant, long-term impacts knocked the plexus of rights and respect for human 
rights in 2007. Some breaches and infringements constitute grave violations 
according to the definition and provisions of International Humanitarian Law.”
 The annual report of the Palestinian Independent Commission for Human 
Rights was “completely different from the previous years and reports.” 

 It is perhaps fitting to underline that the two sides of the schism have en-
gaged in this grave violation of public and individual rights and free-
doms—including freedoms of opinion, expression, and the press. 

 Since 2007 hundreds of arrests for political affiliations and expression of opinion 
have been carried out in flagrant violation of the national and international system 
of rights. Many cases of systematic torture were documented against dozens of 
political detainees, some of whom are suspected to be killed under investigation, 

 besides the unprecedented spike “in beatings, arbitrary detentions, and 
other rights violations by Palestinian authorities against journalists.” 

 Journalists were subjected to harassment and arbitrary arrests, and their cam-
eras and equipment were confiscated and destroyed. Also, various media or-
ganizations were brought to a close in both the Gaza Strip and the West Bank. 

With the advent of several political and economic movements—in 
conjunction with the so-called Arab Spring revolutions—these violations 
lingered and escalated with particular concentration in the Gaza Strip. For 
example—on February 5, 2011, in the West Bank— PSS members, some in 
uniform; others in civilian dress, cracked down on a peaceful demonstration 
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supporting the Egyptian demonstrators in Tahrir Square and calling for mend-
ing the West Bank–Gaza Strip rift and for the downfall of the Oslo Accords and. 

 In 2012, the PSS violently dispersed a peaceful demonstration against a loom-
ing audience between the deputy prime minister of the occupation and the PA 
president. In the same vein, a demurral against the resumption of negotiations 
with the Israeli occupation was aggressively broken up. In 2016, the Palestin-
ian police wielded a full range of measures to obstruct a teachers’ sit-in that 
called for standard-of-living improvements. In that specific instance, the se-
curity forces arrested some of the teachers who organized and advocated for 
the protests. The police did not spear 2017 to crush another peaceful demon-
stration that was held outside the court complex in al-Bireh City against the 
prosecution of six young men. For demanding that the sanctions imposed by 
Prime Minister Rami Hamdallah’s government on the Gaza Strip be lifted, 
another demonstration was subdued with batons and tear gas in 2018. Over 
and above, the PSS did not scruple to squelch a sit-in held by people with dis-
abilities calling for treatment and health care—one of the most basic rights. 

 Almost every year in the last de-
cade recorded repressive events against 
the freedoms of expression, opinion, and 
peaceful assembly in public squares. Let 
alone the restrictions on individual free-
doms of opinion and expression—the lib-
erty in pursuit of which dozens of activists 
and political opponents were arrested and 
tortured, particularly after the enactment of 

the cybercrime decree. Remarkably, the deployment of undercover cops to 
disperse peaceful demonstrations earmarked the PSS praxes in recent years.  

 

 Of course, it was obvious that they were“
 members of the PSS since they made
 it clear that they were. Most of them
 introduced themselves as preventive
 security members. That bitter fact aside,
 we know them personally: these are
 the friends we hang out, dine, and drink
 with at the university; these folks are our
 neighbors. Some are ex-prisoners—when
 they went on hunger strikes, we used to
”.join them

From an interview with journalist Zaitoun
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It is perhaps fitting to highlight that the bulk of the repression in re-
cent years has unfolded a grave clampdown on the freedom of the press to 
cover events and incidents by confiscating their cameras and equipment and 

assaulting and threatening them at the personal 
level. It was also remarkable that women were 
frequently attacked in demonstrations through 
physical and verbal harassment and other means 
of intimidation and defamation of female demon-
strators and journalists.

 

What are your grounds for identi-
fying them as undercovers? 

Based on my own experience on 
the ground; their parlance; and 
the fact that I saw one of them 
hiding a pistol behind his back.

From an interview with Ayesh
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FoRms oF RePRessIon AGAInst FemALe Dem-
onstRAtoRs AnD JouRnALIsts oVeR ReCent 
months
 In general, freedom of opinion and expression was particularly targeted and 
violated in the demonstrations that followed the martyrdom of Banat at the 
hands of a PSS squad. The PSS deemed almost every demonstration that came 
out to condemn the assassination as an avenue for restricting freedom of opin-
ion, expression, and peaceful assembly. For instance, on the day of the assas-
sination—Thursday, June 24, 2021—two demonstrations took to the streets of 
Ramallah,* yet they were dispersed by riot police with tear gas, pepper spray 
projectiles, sound bombs, and batons, and the demonstrators were hounded 
through the streets of the city. Male and female journalists were not discount-
ed from the repression and restrictions—however minimal they were—as the 
interviewed female journalists reported. During the demonstration that was 
held on Saturday, June 26, everyone was on the streets that staged the event 
was savagely assaulted—including male and female demonstrators, journal-
ists, and even shop owners who stood as bystanders to the aggression. In this 
instance, the police used forces and undercovers to blend with and attack the 
demonstrators. This praxis is the most dangerous tactic the PSS devised over 
the past years to break up demonstrations and intimidate male and female 
demonstrators. From that incident forward, the police and the remainder of 
the PSS continued to clamp down on demonstrations and similar events. The 
aggression took an upward curve against the public’s perseverance to protest 
and demand justice for Banat. The protests also denounced several political 
issues—including but not limited to the cancellation of the legislative elec-
tions that were scheduled on May 22, 2021.

This section reflects and provides an overview of the PSS’s assaults 
against female demonstrators and journalists during the recent acts of repres-
sion.     
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I. Violations of the Freedom of opinion and expression

According to al-Haq lawyer Catherine abu’ ’Amsha: “The violations 
were bald. The police shall not take any measures against demonstrators 
to prevent them from their freedom of opinion, expression, and peace-
ful assembly. The public meetings law of 1998 and the regulations enact-
ed thereunder prohibit any interference in any exercise of the freedom of 
peaceful assembly in a way that strips the right of its core essence. If 
any, the law provides that interferences should protect demonstrators.” 

 As indicated earlier, seldom has a protest against the assassination of Nizar 
Banat passed unimpacted by the clampdown and restrictions on freedoms of 
opinion, expression, peaceful assembly, and press. It is perhaps fitting to re-
iterate that the PSS’s repressive acts targeted all demonstrators and civilians 
who were at or near the protest location. But “the treatment of women was 
particularly violent and based on gender. According to testimonies the Pal-
estinian Independent Commission for Human Rights (ICHR) received, the 
obscenity PSS officers used against female demonstrators went beyond their 
participation to their gender. This praxis unfolds a complex form of discrimi-
nation: PSS members assault women for being women—and for protesting.” 
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II. Violations of the Freedom of the Press and the Right of Fe-
male Journalists to Practice their Profession
The PSS targeted both female demonstrators and journalists with the same in-
tensity of repression and violence. According to the female journalists Bisan 

Center for Research and Development Studies, the ag-
gression against female journalists was pointed and bla-
tant. The interviewees unanimously confirmed that they 
were wearing press vests and armors and holding press 
cards to declare their professional capacity. Besides, they 
located away from demonstrators and PSS forces. Ag-
gressions particularly on Saturday, June 26, began with an 

undercover squad’s assault tailed by attacks by the riot police, the majority of 
the female journalists accounted. The assaults were carried out on the follow-
ing day by undercover squads under the noses of police officers who stood 
there as mere bystanders. The PSS ordered the journalists to relocate, leave 
the protest site, and stop the coverage. Obscene verbal threating aside, they 
pushed and hit the journalists and stole their cell phones. Beyond the bounds 
of doubt, such acts were mainly aimed at blurring the PSS’s repressive actions 
and practices to stifle the freedom of opinion, expression, peaceful assembly, 
and participation in political life.

Underlining a grave indicator, Musa abu Dhiem, an attorney with the 
ICHR, argues that the PSS assaults and targets female journalists for several 
reasons. First, because of their gender—in plain English, for being women. 
This critical pointer implies that Palestinian female journalists are to be sub-
jected to gender-based stereotypical roles. Thus, they would not be allowed to 
take it to streets or have a stake in covering events and imparting information, 
being pushed out of the texture and nuance of the Palestinian context. Along 
these lines, Palestinian female journalists are treated according to ready-made, 
gender-based stereotypes and expected to be at home or covering quotidian 
minutiae (e.g., education). The PSS machinery discerns female journalists’ 
participation in the coverage of the events of peaceful demonstrations and 

“It is still tough for me 
to relate the incident. 
. .  I do try. Perhaps, I’ll 
get over it. . . It’s ok.”

 From an interview with
journalist Hammad
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the PSS’s repressive response a red flag that needs to be ended. Because of 
women’s unique status in Palestinian society, any assault on journalists can 
put their career path at stake and prompt their families to censor their activ-
ities—let alone the self-censorship they might subject themselves to. Taking 
advantage of this dynamic, the PSS threatened and intimidated female jour-
nalists by seizing their mobiles; an act that has been described as the gravest 
move taken by the PSS over the past repressive twists and turns.
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III. Physical Abuse and harassment
 

With these words Journalist Najla Zaitoun started her 
testimony about what happened to her on June 24 mid-
day: “The march advanced toward the PSS officers who 
did not spare a jiffy to use their batons against us. And 
I was hit right on the hand.” Beaming us to the dem-
onstrators’ perspective, Niveen Ayesh, who was with 
a group of female protesters, relates: “There were 
five people in civil dress standing next to us. . . One 
of them was a cop who assaulted and harassed me in 
2013. He called me by my full name! I mean, he pro-
nounced my name as is on my identity card. He then 
explicitly threatened: ‘Get off unless you want to go 
through what you have had the last time.’ Everyone was 
then yelling at him. He and the thuds with him started 
beating us; one of them was spoiling for a gang fight.”
 Physical assaults went beyond hands, feet, and sticks 
to pepper spray projectiles, tear gas, and tun grenades. 
Numerous testimonies reported targeting female dem-

onstrators with gas. Shadha Hammad says: “I was standing in such a clear 
location; it was obvious that I was a journalist—that was crystal clear to the 
PSS members. Still, they lobbed a gas bomb in my direction; shrapnel seemed 
to injure my face. I knew it was a gas bomb as I immediately suffocated.” 

 
Although it would be an enormous task to document all the cases of 

physical abuse against female demonstrators and journalists, all of the inter-
viewees for this report indicated that they had been subjected to a form or 
more of physical assault. Some have been subjected to physical harassment or 
observed situations where other female journalists or demonstrators have been 
harassed. The protester Jenin Habash relates an incident that happened in front 
of her on June 27 in Yasser Arafat Square, central Ramallah: “There was a girl 
they wanted to capture. . . A masked PSS member advanced to snatch her back 
bag. . .the way he did it. . . He grabbed her by the waist, and he did. . . I mean. . 

 I was hit in the chest for“
 the first time by a person
 wearing a mask and a cap.
 I was pushed right on the
 chest the first and second
 times. I expected that he did
 not understand that I am a
 journalist. I was as loud as
 I could, “I’m a journalist.“
 I put up my card: “I am
 a journalist.“ He did not
 bother and push me once
and twice; it was harrow-
 ing. I took a step closer to
 explain; I discovered that
 he was carrying a wooden
 stick he had brought from a
“.building workshop

 From an interview with
the journalist Zaitoun
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. do you understand? Right behind her back.” Habash herself was not discounted from 
the PSS’s physical assaults that left many bruises and blue marks on her feet and hands. 
“In these moments. . . after it’s over, and the protest is over. . . While you still cannot make 
head or tail out of the whole event, you will discover bruises all over your body. I do not 
know exactly how. Here are blue marks [referring to her legs] and all over your body.” 

 Journalist Saja al-’Alamy reported that she was prevented from recording the events in 
a demonstration; she was exposed to a slew of threats of assault and arrest threats from 
PSS undercovers. She fled to a women’s bathroom in a nearby building to hide from the 
PSS who were hounding her. While she thought they would not dare break into a wom-
en’s restroom, they entered and tried to push the handle of the restroom door until she 
shouted “occupied!” She waited inside the restroom for about an hour before she left. 

       

 



73

VI. Verbal Assault and harassment

Describing the course of the events, Ayesh repeatedly referred to “PSS member in ci-
vilian dress.” To why she was sure that they were PSS personnel, 
Ayesh explained “based on my experience on the ground; their 
parlance; and the fact that I saw one of them hiding a pistol behind 
his back. . . [In fact,] another one is a cop who beat and sexually 
harassed me. . . I did move a case against him.” “Not to mention 
the obscene language—slurs and insults were in the air. . . I heard 
curses but could not tell the source. They were verbally assaulting 
people,” In a similar tone, Habash described verbal harassment. 

 All the protesters, activists, and journalists who were in-
terviewed reported that they had been subjected to, heard, or witnessed other 
women being insulted and abused with expletives swearwords charged with sex-
ual overtones. Although most of them refused to quote the obscenities, they re-
ported that they were threatened with rape—as journalist Zaitoun’s account shows. 
It is noteworthy that policewomen also took turn in the verbal abuse of female 
demonstrators and detainees. Stirring the maternal instinct of the policewom-
an who pulled her by the hair before her three children, the writer and journalist 
Hind Shraydeh entreated: “You are a mother? Are my children okay?” “I’m noth-
ing like you. I do not stay outside and leave my children tillthe dead of the night,” 

 retorted the “law enforcement officer.” 

By the same token, female jailors at the al-Balou’ Police Station verbally abused 
Duha Muaddi and Kawthar al-’Abwiny throughout the night they were held at the station. 

 Journalist Zaitoun approached PSS personnel to ask for her mobile, 
which was stolen by PSS undercovers and handed over to a police offi-
cer, a PSS female member, who introduced herself as “the daughter of the 
PSS,” then burst: “Bring here and ʾifdaḥū ʿarḍha (tarnish her honor).” 

Drag it here! In extreme-“
 ly obscene language, he
 referred to me. ‘Once I catch
 you, I will do such and such,’
  .He threatened

 He threatened to rape me: ‘I
 will stomp with combat boot
“‘.right on your face

 From an interview with
the journalist Zaitoun
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V. Arbitrary Detention and Arrest

Several women were subjected to arbitrary arrests by the PA over the past months. In a 
peaceful demonstration outside al-Baloua Police Station calling for the release of po-
litical detainees— whom the PSS also had arrested on the evening of July 5 from the 
al-Manara Square, Ramallah—the PSS arrested Hind Shraydeh, writer and journalist; 
Mays abu Ghosh, journalist and former prisoner; Juman al-Azza, artist, Diala Ayesh, 
lawyer;  Dima Amin, doctor; Shadha Safi, engineer; and Nadia Habash, engineer.
 Journalist Alwan was also arrested and banned from travel on the pretext of a de-
tention fiat for bounced checks. Although she lodged a complaint against the 
“thief” who stole her checkbook, ’Alwan was sentenced in absentia in 2018 and 
never notified. “The irony,” ‘Alwan describes, “I was not released until I paid 
USD5,000 to the thief whom I have been filed a complaint against three years ago!”
 ‘Alwan asserts that the incarceration was arbitrary and vindictive for 
her active and constant coverage of the PSS’s assaults against demon-
strators. She explains her claim by referring to the slew of threats she re-
ceived from the PSS to determine her slant: “Do you support them or us?” 

 On another similar front, the activists Muaddi and al-’Abwiny were arrested in the vicinity 
of al-Manara Square on August 21—just on the suspicion that they were there with the in-
tent to demonstrate. Muaddi says, “I did not reach the square; I was still at the Bank of Pal-
estine. The square was filled with PSS forces; there were no demonstrations nor protests.”
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VI. theft of Personal Belongings and Items

In ’Alwan’s words: “The PSS seized demonstrators’ phones 
that were used to document the course of events. The phones 
aside, the demonstrators were beaten. This act has become a 
tactic to silence and muzzle the mouths of individuals who 
tried or were keen in imparting the news through media to 
make it accessible to others.” Lawyer Abu ’Amsha’s testimo-
ny reveals that the PSS de-
vised this new method to blur 
their repression by confiscat-

ing the mobiles of demonstrators and journalists in the 
demonstration condemning the killing of Banat. Ac-
cording to the ICHR and al-Haq human rights special-
ists whom Bisan interviewed, this act is the gravest 
violation thus far because it violates the freedom to 
publish and impart news and infringes on private 
property in a blatant violation of personal privacy. 

By turning it against women, the PSS exacerbates the grav-
ity of this tactic, given the sensitivity of women’s social sta-
tus and privacy. Abu Dhiem remarks, “The confiscation of 
mobiles [is] the gravest action thus far. Considering Pales-
tinian social dynamisms, seizure of mobiles and personal in-
formation leaks might not be a big deal for young men—al-
though it is prohibited. However, for women, any picture, 
whether with family, university colleagues, on a trip, or in 
a restaurant, can be a sensitive issue for her family and her. 
Even if it is a photo with a female colleague, it may disrupt 
the family who might impose restrictions on their daughters. 

 This upshot is the exact end the PSS seeks by this means. As 
we read in Habash’s testimony, the theft of women’s personal 
belongings went beyond their mobiles to their bags—including 
the content. 

«Indeed, I was present as a journalist. 
I was among the press crews. I mean, 
we were together. We were as a group 
together to cover.. Especially when we 
felt the looming repression, we sticked 
together.

From an interview with journalist Shadha 
Hammad

One of them [PSS] surprised 
me and pulled the phone 
from my hand. But then 
again, I surprised him and 
took my phone back. 

From an interview with jour-
nalist ’Alwan

“My family was extremely 
stressed and drained out. 
This is the first time my 
family reached this stage 
of fear for me. And that 
means I felt.. I, me, myself 
have become a burden to 
them. I felt like this.. I am 
so burdensome to them. 
The were badly impacted 
and terribly concerned 
about me. And my dad has 
changed a lot.

From an interview with jour-
nalist Shadha Hammad
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VII: Character Assassination

PSS’s assaults against women extended beyond the terrains of demonstrations on the 
ground to social media. Most of the interviewed protesters and journalists received 
dozens of friendship requests from members of the PSS and government departments. 
In that, the PSS beamed their assaults, insults, ill-treatment, and verbal abuse of female 
protesters and journalists to the cyberworld through messages and comments loaded 
with insults and slurs with sexual connotations. “I wish to see you dragged [to jail],” 

 someone commented on a video posted by the journalist ’Alwan. Ham-
mad reflects on these acts of character assassination: “The expressions they 
used. . . The harassment that happened. . . The incitement against the girls 
[on Facebook]. My family read. . . I did not see anything. I was unable to 
read or see [such messages] . . . God did not want me not to see these things.” 

 Many female activists and journalists were labeled as “prostitutes;” others were 
targets of sexual rumors and defamation. The PSS devised these tactics against tar-
get female activists and journalists to socially assassinate and discredit their politi-
cal and social activism and professionalism. In that endeavor, the PSS used images 
and data extracted from the stolen or hacked mobiles. Over and above, pornograph-
ic films were fabricated for some female journalists and activists and mushroomed 
over social media. “I, Najla, am still subjected to blackmailing. My phone has not 
been returned to me up to now. As soon as I thought of resorting to military pros-
ecution . . . or tried to lodge a complaint on my own. I’m being blackmailed. The 
minute I filed the complaint, they created an Instagram account with my name. They 
disseminate information that I have suicidal tendencies. . . Of course, they bend the 
social semantics of my marital status as a divorced woman. They post information 
that I was divorced because I’m a ‘whore.’ And my father received a porn film titled 
by my name with a message that reads, ‘lo and behold what your daughter is do-
ing!’ Of course, the video has nothing to do with me; it does not show anyone that 
even looks like me. If any, this case shows their sheer failure even in lie fabrication.” 

In response to a question about the PSS’s playing on women’s sensitive so-
cial status and character assassination to intimidate women and drive them back from 
political life, Dr. Amin remarkably argued that the result was quite the opposite. De-
spite the hideousness of the rumors spread about female activists and journalists, 
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they failed to inch beyond the PSS’s terrains, as well as their followers’. Other sec-
tions of society did not take such buzz seriously. According to Dr. Amin, this tac-
tic engendered a positive effect. To a certain extent, it unveiled the adverse role of 
the PA and its security arms and the extent they are willing to suppress freedoms. 
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PoLICe, PuBLIC PRoseCutIon, AnD JuDICIARy: RoLes Be-
tWeen LAW AnD PRACtICe

Police

According to al-Haq and the ICHR—as watchdog organizations that moni-
tor the PSS’s performance and compliance with human rights and other nation-
al laws that safeguard the freedom and dignity of the citizenry—“the police’s role 
is not limited to road policing, driving offense fine collection, or criminal pros-
ecution. Police should provide citizens with protection, order, and freedom of 
movement regardless of the nature of the peaceful assembly. That noted, the po-
lice should maintain their impartiality. For example, if a citizen is assaulted, cit-
izens must be protected from any harm regardless of the source of this damage.” 

 For Al-Haq, “the police’s duty—as enshrined in the Basic Law, Law of Service in Pales-
tinian Security Forces No. 8 of 2005, the Police Instructions, and Penal Procedure Law No. 
3 of 2003—is to serve the people, protect society, and maintain public order and security.” 

 These notions resonate with the police’s own definition and the social and legal remit.
 

Nevertheless, police practices over the past months were entirely at con-
siderable odds with their role and responsibilities. “While citizens were be-
ing assaulted, the police stood and watched. It then got involved in the as-
sault. Following such discriminatory measures, police saw the protesters being 
subjected to a spectrum of violations and did not intervene to protect them.” 

 On June 26 and 27, the police allowed a specific group of demonstrators (pro-PA 
groups) to demonstrate, condoning this group’s violent and illegal practices against 
counter-PA demonstrators. The illegal practices included beating, harassment, Insults, 
obscenities, theft of mobiles and personal belongings, and press coverage prevention 
activities. According to lawyer Abu Dhiem’s take on the matter: “Recent occurrences 
have resulted in a form of exclusion of the police from the scene, which created and 
continues to cause a loss of trust in police. If the police do not protect the citizenry 
in time of crisis, they undermine public confidence in the apparatus and its role.”
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Public Prosecution

Public prosecution is “a constituent division of the judiciary with a specialized 
procedural mandate and represents the public right in order to maintain its securi-
ty, defend it, maintain its integrity, prevent and investigate crime, prosecute and re-
fer criminals to the competent court for trial. Public prosecution is solely entitled 
to conduct investigations under article 55 of Penal Procedure Law No. 3 of 2001.” 

 Thus, it acts as a second-line guarantor for the public right—including all members 
of the public—if it were violated without the violator being held accountable and 
punishable. That noted with the violations of the public right in broad daylight—par-
ticularly those perpetrated in the demonstrations demanding justice for the martyr 
Banat—“the attorney general must have acted based on criminal reports. . . some 
cases warrant that the attorney general directly files a lawsuit on behalf of the public.”
 Of the first powers vested in the public prosecution mandate is to “initiate a pre-
liminary investigation as soon as it becomes aware of the crime and then ini-
tiate a criminal case, refer it to and follow it up before competent courts and con-
duct related litigation and proceedings up to the last degrees of the jurisdiction 
before the competent courts (the authority of prosecution and investigation).” 

 However, at the time of writing this report, the public prosecution has not ini-
tiated any criminal case regarding the said violations. Note that the ICHR sub-
mitted individual complaints in addition to the criminal complaint lodged 
by al-Haq to the attorney general on July 1, 2021, in partnership with thir-
ty-three human rights organizations and CSOs. The report was not considered. 

 While al-Haq confirmed that it had not received any written response from the attor-
ney general regarding this communication.

the Judiciary

Lawyer Abu Dhiem believes that “the judiciary steered a positive role during the recent 
episodes of repression, at least to some extent. This change marks a departure from the 
judiciary role in the repression events that took place in the past years, in which the 
judiciary granted release orders with great difficulty and extended the custody period 
to the maximum—that is, fifteen days. Although the judiciary reassumed its funda-
mental role in some recent cases, “its performance is still unsatisfactory to the ICHR.” 

 The two lawyers (from the ICHR and al-Haq) asserted that the subpar performance 
of the judiciary according to relevant norms and the constitution is attributable to 
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the executive authority’s encroachment on the judiciary in contravention of the con-
stitutional doctrine of the separation of powers. “The recent events are links in the 
same chain—the executive authority’s encroachment on the judicial authority. By the 
executive branch, we mean the government and the president. By ‘encroachment,’ 
we refer to the transgression of the executive authority head (the president of the 
State of Palestine). The president amended judicial laws and issued decrees to appoint 
the senior management of the judicial authority without any consultations with the 
elements and components of the judiciary. By the same token, the president did not 
consult the judiciary concerning the amendments and bills that have become decrees 
in force to date. The major three were the decree that amended the judiciary law, the 
decree that restructured courts, and the decree on administrative courts and tribunals. 

While the ICHR believes that the judiciary’s performance is still unsatisfacto-
ry, as it continues to extend political detentions—even if it does so for very short peri-
ods. For its part, the ICHR completely rejects such malpractices “because these exten-
sions have a political slant and are not based on serious convictions. In criminal cases 
and most types of cases, the formal requirements must be the grounds for sustaining 
or dismissing a case. If the case is presented to the prosecution or the judiciary without 
meeting these formalities, it must be directly dismissed. It should also be dismissed 
if presented without a brief, filed by a non-competent person, or found arbitrary or 
malicious. The judge must consider these requirements before delving into the subject 
matter of the complaint or extending the detention of the persons brought before the 
court. For these requirements to be met, the prosecution must issue an arrest warrant, 
and the criminal must be caught in flagrante delicto. Unlike cases such as theft or rape, 
in the cases of freedom of opinion and expression and the like, the flagrante delicto 
requirement cannot be established—after all, it is a person who expresses their opinion 
in public. Therefore, ICHR considers these extensions the first manifestation of the 
encroachment on the judiciary.

Similarly, the ICHR lawyer Abu Dhiem reasons that the second symptom lies in “the fail-
ure to implement the release orders or the delay and reluctance in the implementation. This 
form of encroachment indicates the lack of respect for the rule of law—including court 
decisions, regardless of the court degree (i.e., magistrate, first instance, or supreme)—
and the executive authority’s underlying stake in such cases. In my opinion, these acts 
extend beyond the bounds of encroachment to the removal of the judiciary’s powers.” 
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RePRessIon ImPACt on FemALe DemonstRAtoRs 
AnD JouRnALIsts

It is beyond doubt that the acts of repression that took 
place in the streets of the West Bank after the martyr-
dom of Banat were not new to the Palestinian people—
as briefly indicated above, the history of PA’s repression 
stretches back to its establishment. However, the major-
ity of female activists and journalists interviewed not-
ed that recent incidents of repression and assaults were 
more aggressive and ruthless than before. For example, 
activist Ayesh reflects, “How did the attack affect me? I 
think it has impacted me much more than in the past. In 
the past, I used to feel stronger, but this time, they were 
ferocious, let alone the impact of the killing of Nizar. 
The new way of organization that we could see in their 
actions, the extreme cruelty of the new methods of in-
timidation, and the type and ferocity of the assault. For 
the first time in my life, when I arrived home, I checked 
that the door was locked by all means in the world. 

This feeling of insecurity dominated the feel of the 
answers of all those we asked about the impact of the 
assaults they were subjected to. For Dr. Amin, these 
effects were manifested by “the lack of the sense of se-
curity at home, work, and the street; fear of the future, 
especially with regard to the new generation; psycho-
logical trauma from witnessing the PSS’s very violent 
way in dealing with demonstrators and journalists.” 

 

Repression has a wide range of impacts, as evidenced by the testimonies of the 
female activists and journalists we interviewed—including the anxiety that became 
morbid to the participation in demonstrations, fear for their families and the future of 

“When I was 14 years old, on my 
way home, I was playing and trying 
to climb the stairs of the building 
with my eyes closed. A man en-
tered the building and was running 
fast. I was looking at him and won-
dering if anything had happened 
to him. Until he came close to me, 
he closed my mouth with his hand 
and forcefully touched my body. I 
tried to scream until he got away 
from me and ran away. I ran to my 
house; I realized then that I had his 
cap in my hand and blood on my 
nails. The next day, I was taking an 
end-of-term exam in mathematics. 
I could not focus and failed to pass. 
This incident haunted me for years, 
I was afraid to walk in the street, 
and if I went out of the house, I 
would wear at least three layers of 
clothes.

 I am writing about this experience 
because lately, I have been hearing 
about endless cases of harassment, 
the last of which is today while I 
am sitting with my friends. 

He wondered how the PSS’s recent 
harassment had gone unnoticed? 
Do they consider us enslaved 
people?

What is the impact of that on the 
recent spike in harassment cases? 
Do they see us as ‘whores?”  

I am filled with anger; the worse is 
if we do not get angry”.

Hurriya Mahmoud, a Palestinian activ-
ist
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their children, avoidance of the places where they were assaulted; increased caution 
about movement and presence in groups; fear of losing the custody of their children 
due to the defamation of their reputation. Each activist and journalist wielded her own 
words to reflect on these impacts, and here are some: 

 
 Habash: “In the aftermath of these incidents, it took me a great deal of time 
to be able to walk through the same street where the first attack by undercovers hap-
pened. I could not walk in the street . . . I hate it . . . It took me two weeks to be able 
to walk through it again; it is near al-Baloua police station. There is something. . . 
something ties you to the place. . . perhaps it is less strong now. The first time I imag-
ined myself walking through this block. . . impossible! You feel like you are being 
monitored. Even in the demonstrations that took place after the incidents with few 
participants, the feeling was not comfortable for many fellows and me—I may be able 
to speak on their behalf names because we talked about it before. It was uncomfortable 
to re-stand on the same street and eye all the people; I mean the ones you saw all in 
the police station, threading through and wrapping around you. They are staring and 
taking pictures. Every time someone says a word, the one next to him ‘picture it.’ A 
part of personal security has gone.”

Hammad: “I still haven’t been able to get out there and cover protests. I’m 
afraid of crowds and have little faith in people or places. This barrier has now become 
an impediment that I can’t break through again. After a while, I was able to return to 
work, write, and make stories. I have a job every day. Am I able to go back to protests 
and demonstrations? I do not think so. It’s going to be very difficult, especially if the 
demonstration was against the authority. I also feel they’ll retaliate even more severely.”

Ayesh: “There is an alarm all the time. Something bad might unfold at any 
time. One of the things I cherished about my native place was the sense of security I 
had, no matter where I was. No matter what time of day or night it was, alone or with 
a companion, even if I was walking along an empty street, I never used to be terrified 
or worried about anything awful happening. A young man’s audible comments and a 
few retorts from me were the worst that I could think of back then. Not anymore; this 
sense of safety and security has gone.”

Muaddi: “I’ve lost the sense of security. I feel like I’m being watched. I was 
really being watched. When I felt and knew that I was being watched, I had to go to 
the supermarket. He followed me; the supermarket owner also nudged me that I was 
being watched. And when I got out, he walked behind me. I stood. . . [so he passed] 
He became in front me, so I became the one watching.”
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al-’Alamy: “It impacted me to the point I lost the sense of security, 
particularly in the places where PSS members are present.”

Journalist ’Alwan was the only interviewee who reported that the recent as-
saults did not affect her that much due to the considerable slew of threats and assaults 
she was subjected to by the PSS and the Israeli occupation forces. 

On the other hand, female activists and journalists created a personal support 
network to protect each other: “After these aggressions, there is a kind of support that 
has been built up—especially among young women—that no one goes out alone no 
matter the time, in broad daylight. No one should stay in places that are not very pop-
ulated or crowded, especially at night. If one of them wants to leave, she may but not 
alone; if you want to take a taxi, make sure that the taxi is guaranteed, that you know 
him; I know the person. Someone must know that you took a taxi, and from where 
to where you are going. I’m very anxious and afraid; it’s not only me; it’s common 
among the other fellows; that’s why we are always in contact with each other on this 
matter.” 

In spite of the loss of the sense of safety at home and on the street, more than 
one female protester and more than one journalist expressed their continued participa-
tion in the demonstrations as well as their continuing work as journalists. For example, 
al-’Alami says, “You didn’t ask me how this would affect my work. I work every day 
and come up with pictures of the events—including the trial of Nizar’s killers. Indeed, 
I did lose my sense of safety, but I did forge ahead with my job. On the day of the last 
trial, I arrived early before all other colleagues. I was a little far away from them. I 
didn’t feel safe being alone, yet when my colleagues arrived, I went with them and 
was covered.” 
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ConCLusIon

Given the history of violence and repression the PA used and still does to clamp down 
on freedom of opinion and expression, repressive acts against female activists and 
journalists are expected to take an upward curve with an increase in their recurrence, 
escalation, intensity, and modalities. For more than two months, the PSS continued 
their repressive and arbitrary actions in one of their most violent waves. Set in motion 
with the assassination of the critic Banat on the morning of June 24, this wave did not 
come to a close by the prevention of protests and the arrest of literary, scientific, and 
national figures on August 21 and 22. According to human rights organizations and 
experts, the intensive targeting of women—whether activists or journalists—and the 
deployment of undercovers mark grave manifestations of the recent wave to repress 
civilians and the. This targeting reached its climax in confiscating the mobiles of fe-
male demonstrators and journalists and using their private data to drive them back, 
intimidate and blackmail them, as their testimonies reveal.

In fact, the executive authority’s encroachment on the judiciary’s powers—in-
cluding the public prosecution—limits its role that still does not meet the minimum 
requirements for safeguarding public opinion, society, and institutional and individual 
rights against this encroachment. Against a dissolved legislative authority and lack of 
supervisory and control, this encroachment allowed the executive authority to violate 
the public right once and again without being held accountable. The lack of account-
ability and penal procedures allowed for more repressive measures. It also gave free 
rein for the police to neglect its role in protecting peace, order, and security—and 
even side with a specific group at the expense of other sections of society. Rather than 
intervene, police stood and watched as a pro-PA group attacked journalists and other 
protesters holding placards with political statements and slogans opposing the PA. “In 
a way, recent events have excluded the police from the scene, leading to a continu-
ing loss of trust in this apparatus. The police’s failure to protect the citizenry in time 
of crisis also undermines the public confidence in the apparatus and its function.”
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During the interviews, female activists and journalists underlined their loss of 
the sense of security and confidence in the police and other security services. As the 
journalist al-’Alamy said, “On the day of the last trial [of murderers of critic Banat], I 
arrived early. Before all other colleagues. I was a little far away from them. I did not 
feel safe being alone.” These words resonate with journalist Hammad’s reflection: 
“Am I able to go back to protest and demonstrate? I do not think so. It is going to be 
very difficult, especially if the demonstration is against the authority. I feel they will 
retaliate even more severely.” 

The interviewees also indicated that they lost hope in reclaiming their rights 
and holding the aggressors accountable as provided in national and international laws, 
whether by filing lawsuits on their own or through human rights organizations.

The questionnaire queried whether the respondents had shared their statements 
with competent authorities and stakeholders? Another question inquired whether the 
respondents expected action from any party, and the action did not happen as expect-
ed? Here are some of their responses:

Activist Habash: “I gave my testimony to al-Haq, the ICHR, and Addameer 
[Prisoner Support and Human Rights Association]. I have no idea what happened ever 
after. When I recounted my story, I stated unequivocally that I believe such measures 
are futile. I have no faith in the human rights field.”

Journalist Zaitoun: “We resorted to a human rights organization. They docu-
mented our testimony. We also sought help from other Human rights Organizations, 
and they recorded our accounts of the events. They did not benefit us in any way, 
shape, or form, not even by filing a case with the court. When we went to give our ac-
counts, we hoped that they would pick it up and continue from there. I then contacted 
the Human Rights Organizations: ‘Have you filed a lawsuit?’ ‘No?’ came the answer 
to take me aback. They asked: ‘Did you want to file a lawsuit?’ I wonder why they 
asked me to give my testimony. Was it a psychological venting exercise? What was 
that for? Even though it was incredibly infuriating at the time, they insisted on having 
me return multiple times to give my account of the incident! Of course, I was hoping 
for the least! We were trapped in the middle of nowhere! We lodged our complaint 
with the United Nations and met several ambassadors [European and Western]. We 
had an audience with the European Union representative; we got some sympathy—no 
more or less.
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Activist Ayesh: “Of course, we reached out to every possible stakeholder. I’m 
guessing that the results won’t come out all at once. Participating in any street activity 
is a place to start, I guess. One can hold on to any glimmer of hope that such activities 
will have if they do. This can provide the individual with a stronger sense of self-worth 
and human rights entitlement. In that case, I can turn to the cops if I am in trouble. 
If I couldn’t get help from the police, I’d resort to organizations. Even if you’re not 
aware of it, the entire experience fuels and perpetuates the system. Because no one is 
seriously affecting any change, say on the legal front. Apparently, there’s some com-
petition going on, a race among human rights organizations to glean and collect as 
many testimonies and complaints as possible. This is a commendable effort, yet it in-
spires high expectations. What happens when the collecting and documentation phase 
is complete? What’s next? Even if you took another step forward, no one would follow 
up. People raged and surged against. . . for their part, the human rights organizations 
should do something.”

Journalist Hammad: “Well, we know their potential and what they can do. For 
example, we have nothing but to give our testimonies. I mean, even the lawsuits were 
filed. I am there for the girls [journalists and activists], but I do not have any expec-
tations. I do partake in these efforts to support the girls. I believe I have a duty to do 
so. I, too, was under a lot of stress at the time. That is why I turned to human rights 
organizations and delivered my testimony over and over again.”

By and large, the executive authority’s and the PSS’s violations and abuse of 
freedoms and rights can be repeated without accountability and sanctions. Left un-
punished, perpetrators would grow aggressive and notch more violent tactics to crack 
down on the freedom of opinion and expression. The impact of the lack of account-
ability for the PSS goes far beyond stimulating lawbreaking to the violation of social 
controls and the cultural and moral norms of Palestinian society. This rift has been 
most evident in the scaleup of methods of targeting women’s bodies through sexual 
harassment and their honor through sexually loaded slurs and insults. Taking advan-
tage of cultural and patriarchal stereotypes of women’s bodies and social roles and the 
sensitivity of their reputation and honor, the PSS devised tactics to tarnish female jour-
nalists’ and activists’ honor to drive them back from the political and democratic life. 
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Through these dynamics, they attempt to neutralize and discount half of society from 
the political and democratic struggle between power and society. The patriarchal, mi-
sogynistic security mindset that deployed such a method against women is fully aware 
that distaining women’s bodies with PSS members’ touches and looks and tarnishing 
their honor with insults, defamation, fabrications, and lies would deliver a severe blow 
to their social and political credibility as activists and their professional credibility 
as journalists. In other words, the security discourse stigmatizes and defames every 
female political opponent and journalist who adheres to their professional and moral 
ethos in imparting the news as a “whore.” Playing on the binarism of honor/shame
 that still dominates the social status of women, the discourse uses such a label know-
ing that the society will not believe a “whore.”   The system is aware that such dyna-
mism would push families to tighten their control of women’s coverage of/participa-
tion in demonstrations to ensure their safety and honor, and reputation. 

Still and all, this modality of repression has not been successful in turning 
women away from participating in demonstrations and covering such activities based 
on the corpus of testimonies we have. Besides, the testimonies show that the impact 
on female journalists and activists has drastically varied.

In that vein, the journalist Hammad reflects: “I still haven’t been able to get out 
there and cover protests. I’m afraid of crowds and have little faith in people or places. 
This barrier has now become an impediment that I can’t break through again. After a 
while, I was able to return to work, write, and make stories. I have a job every day. Am 
I able to go back to protests and demonstrations? I do not think so. It’s going to be very 
difficult, especially if the demonstration was against the authority. I also feel they’ll 
retaliate even more severely.” Al-’Alamy affirms that she is still on top of her work 
and will complete her professional mission. As for Ayesh, she reflects, “Has that had 
an impact on the girls [female activists and journalists]? It goes without saying that it 
has. Now, my colleagues and I mull it over and over before we thread our ways to any 
demonstration. They didn’t break us, though.” For ’Alwan, there was no impact. Be-
ing used to this type of assault, she steers her work as a journalist without any pause. 
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According to Dr. Amin, such heinous rumors are stuck in the orbit of the PSS and their 
followers. Other sections of society did not take such buzz seriously. Dr. Amin also 
analyzes that such a tactic can engender a positive effect. To a certain extent, it un-
veiled the adverse role of the PA and its security arms and the extent they are willing to 
suppress freedoms. One of the female journalists who was attacked and whose phone 
was stolen shared that her father assured her: “It’s okay, even if they published you a 
picture of you; we still know who you are at heart.” To avoid being apprehended by 
the PSS or having her phone confiscated, one of the activists jumped off a very high 
fence, breaking one of her ribs.
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ReCommenDAtIons

As indicated earlier—and as most of us know—the 
vast majority of violations of constitutional rights 
of citizens and journalists go unpunished as well 
as the culprits. These semantics left large sections 
of society—particularly women—reluctant to ex-
press their opinion publicly and in peaceful assem-
blies. With such disinclination, a vast segment of 
society is deprived of their right to participate in 
political life to hold the entire political account-
able. This also expropriates the constitutional 
rights of citizens to disagree with the political sys-
tem and voice their opinion publicly and peaceful-
ly, whether individually or collectively. To ensure 
that this reality does not persist, the role entrusted 
to civil society organizations (CSOs) should be 
reconsidered—particularly parties, trade unions, 
professional associations, and human rights orga-
nizations—given the absence of legislative author-
ity and executive encroachment on the judiciary 
and society at large. Having that noted, this report 
recommends:

I. Human rights organizations, bodies, and coalitions should restore the public’s 
confidence in them not only by documenting the violations but rather rounding off the 
legal procedures related to the violations in a way that ensures accountability of the 
perpetrators in accordance with the Basic Law, other national laws and international 
conventions to which the PA has acceded. This step is particularly instrumental due 
to the failure of the public prosecution and the judiciary to recover the rights. As a 
start, an extensive and in-depth review of the events of June, July, and August of 

”One of the most important recommen-
dations is to have a specialized press 
team dedicated for all these issues on an 
ongoing basis. Let’s say there is a peaceful 
gathering? This team should monitor it 
shoulder to shoulder with the ICHR and 
human rights organizations. The task force 
should keep an eye out for violations and 
refer them as soon as they are discovered 
to the courts, prosecutors, and police. 
What’s the holdup? We should not wait, 
neither two or three days, until the ICHR 
or al-Haq. Indeed, there should be a legal 
staff composed of civil society organiza-
tions, the Journalists’ Syndicate, and other 
stakeholders should be no more than five 
or six members of the team, including the 
lawyers. The journalist should not wait to 
file a complaint with, say, the ICHR, the 
Bar Association, or another certain party. 
No, this team should receive the com-
plaint directly; it then moves a lawsuit and 
appoint a lawyer for the proceedings. Do 
not wait?”

From an interview with the ICHR lawyer Abu 
Dhiem.
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2021 should be carried out. The response 
of the various human rights bodies and 
organizations to these events and how 
they addressed the issues based on seri-
ous, critical conclusions would activate 
the role of these bodies and organizations 
in defending the public right and rights 
of citizens.

II. In times of repression and hostility, the Bar Association must play a more ac-
tive role by establishing a crisis cell whose purpose is to: 

- monitor and document violations;

- raise public awareness of political and civil rights;

- provide legal advice to the abused and to human rights organizations;

- represent the victims before the courts; and

- consult and tap into legal and international expertise to plead before courts, as 
is the case in the Banat case

III. The role of the Journalists’ Syndicate in defending the rights of its members, 
regardless of their colors and political opinions should be firmly reinforced. The 
syndicate should also consult, collaborate, and engage with the Bar Association and 
international legal frameworks and bodies that monitor compliance with laws pro-
tecting freedom of the press and media and the protection of journalists.

 The Journalists’ Syndicate also has a significant role to”
 play. The Journalists’ Syndicate is supposed to leave no
stone unturned in response to any violation, regard-

 less of where or who, because the issue is related to
 a journalist—not a Fatah or Hamas member. In case
 of Guevara al-Budairi, the entire world reacted when
 she was targeted by Israeli occupation. Whenever a
 journalist is attacked, we must be prepared to protect
 them. All journalists, regardless of their color, must have
 a clear position, they should not directed according to
 specific dictates or policies. This is an aggression, not a
 media policy. This is a clear violation and therefore need
 to be covered by all journalists. If a female journalist is
 assaulted during a protest, the Palestinian Broadcasting
 Corporation should not be allowed to ignore it. It is
 also against the law in Gaza for a Fatah journalist to be
 harmed and silenced. Journalists, no matter who they
 are or where they are, should be protected, regardless
”.of their beliefs, their orientations, and the role

 From an interview with the ICHR lawyer Abu Dhiem
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