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reface

In 2000, with bilateral funding from the Canadian International
Development Agency (CIDA) through Oxfam-Québec, Bisan Center for
Research and Development began the implementation of Neighborhood
Corners Projects in six refugee camps in the north of the West Bank. The
only comprehensive project of itskind in the area, thisongoing intervention
targets women and youth in the refugee camps of Ein Beit Il Ma (Camp
No.1), Al-Faraa, Jenin, Nur Shams, Tulkarem, and Askar. The aims of this
program were to strengthen local organizations serving these sectors, and
encourage the leadership and participation of young people in their
communities in these marginalized areas.

This document aims to offer and insight into the thoughts and lives of
youth participating in the N.C. program. This compilation of youth voices
isaresult of Bisan'sbelief that appropriate programming for young people
cannot occur without the active participation of the young people
themselves, and that young people cannot participate effectively if their
partners in designing programs are unaware of how they see their own
lives. The storiesin this collection represent a portion of the wide variety
of opinions, concerns, experiences, hopes, and fears of young people in
the six target refugee camps. Bisan believesthat thisdocument can provide
information useful to the assessment of needs as well as the design of
projects and programs for the target group. Bisan has already used
information presented here to design future interventions in these areas,
and we hope that others will do the same.
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ntroduction

In 1948, approximately 750,000 Pal estinians became refugees as aresult of the
creation of the State of Israel. Many of these took shelter in refugee camps
which over the years, they have reluctantly begun to call home. As it became
less and less likely that the refugees would be returning to their homes, the
canvas tents and temporary shacks of initial flight were replaced with more
permanent structures of concrete, asbestos, and tin. The West Bank camp
residents who currently suffer the overcrowding and poverty of these same
localeshavelost their past in what isnow Israel and are not well integrated into
thelocal Palestinian society. Refugees make up approximately onethird of the
Palestinian population of the West Bank, though not all of them reside in the
camps. While refugees remain one of the “Final Status ssues’ unaddressed by
the Oslo peace process with Israel, their current living conditions within the
occupied Palestinian territories deserve to be investigated.

In 1949, the United Nations created a special agency to deal with the
Pal estinian refugees and administer servicesin the camps. the United Nations
Relief and WorksAgency for Palestinian Refugeesin the Near East (UNRWA).
Thisagency, whichisstill responsiblefor providing direct services- education,
health clinics, food distribution, and youth and women'’s centers - within the
Pal estinian refugee camps throughout the Middle East, hasno rolein advocacy
for the Pal estinian refugeesin the UN political arenaunlike the organization’s
general refugee agency, the United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees
(UNHCR). Palestinian refugees are disadvantaged by the isolation of their
unique relief agency, and UNRWA is increasingly without the necessary
financial support to provide assistance and servicesthat refugees haverelied
upon for over fifty years.
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In the post-Oslo period (after 1993), refugee campsfell into astrange position.
While the Pal estinian Authority became responsible for the Pal estinian areas of
the West Bank, the camp services have remained the responsibility of UNRWA
and local service committees (“Popular Committees’) are the official
representative bodies of the camps. The land upon which the camps were
established in some caseswas and continuesto be rented from local 1and owners.
And while many Palestinians enjoyed prosperity in the post-Oslo period, camp
residents continue to suffer discrimination from their countrymen, dilapidated,
cramped, and often unsanitary conditions in the camps, and a general lack of
social mobility. In the period of the second Intifadawhen local institutions are
suffering from lack of funds, UNRWA isaso unableto provide adequate relief
and services. A new generation of young people is growing up in the camps
trying to build alifein a context of conflict where few resources are available
to them and at the same time to reconcile their identities as youth, Palestinians,
and refugee camp residents.

There is a growing body of literature on youth in the West Bank and Gaza
Strip. Some of it is statistical, other documents provide policy reviews and
recommendations, and still others offer analysis based upon participatory
research techniques, but the actual voices of youth are too often obscured,
especialy in print. This report is intended to reveal the voices of young
people between the ages of sixteen and thirty, who are living in the refugee
camps of the northern West Bank, as they grapple with the world around
them: the occupation, their families, their friends, and their communities.
We attempt to present the concerns, opinions, hopes, and experiences of
young people in the northern camps as they expressed them with the hopes
that through their own words, the youth can influence policy and decision
makers about issues that affect them.

This report can be used as a reference against which to create or judge policy
recommendations, project plans or other research studies. It is intended to be
read in conjunction with such reports or proposals. It gives readers the
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opportunity to catch aglimpse of theindividual thoughts, responsibilities, roles,
attitudes, challenges and triumphs of a group of young people to whom they
might not otherwise have such intimate access. While some analysisisprovided,
the reader isleft to draw his or her own conclusions and associations from the
accounts presented. The accounts included here were mostly collected during
the spring and early summer of 2003. The report captures the participant youth
at a specific point in time, and it must be understood that while these youths
statements and stories do not represent all youth in campsin the northern West
Bank, they can provide powerful insightsinto what youth believe and experience.
Through examining these experiences of young refugees, we hope that both
local and international governmental and non-governmental agencies concerned
in development and humanitarian assistance to the Palestinian refugee camps
can provide more responsive and appropriate services.

The Report

Thefirst section of the body of thisreport is divided into topics of concernto
theyouth: housing, the economic situation, early marriage, education, values,
inequality, and the relationships between the sexes, discrimination against
refugees, the Israeli occupation, and projects and programs. Each topic is
prefaced with a few remarks to provide a context for the reader, and then
statements by the youth are presented. The topic categories emerged from
recorded discussions, but they are not rigid or discrete, and one can easily
perceive connections between them. In this portion of the report thereis no
effort to create consistent portraits of individuals; thisisaccomplished in the
following section, “ Stories’. The section of the document entitled “ Stories”
is devoted to the results of in-depth interviews with afew young people who
decided to share with the researcherstheir personal life storiesin one-on-one
interviews. We havetried to keep al trandations as faithful as possibleto the
origina and have not excluded many asides, or elaborations made by the
youth in the interest of allowing the reader a chance to feel the tone of the
individual speakers. In the next section of the introduction you will find a
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brief overview of the camp characteristics, the youth participant contributors,
and some examples of the structure of discussions that were held over the
course of the research.

This report is part of a three year project of Bisan Center for Research
International in conjunction with Oxfam Quebec and with funding from the
Canadian International Development Agency. The target group of this project
is predominantly young women and youth in Askar, Ein Beit Il Ma', Al Faraa,
Jenin, Nur Shams, and Tulkarem refugee camps.

Thispublication isintended for aforeign audience interested in the issues that
youth face in the refugee camps of the northern West Bank as part of policy
decision-making. Some of the young people who contributed to this document
revealed personal and family secrets, others spoke of things which might upset
other people, or were concerned about possible punitive measures from the
Israelis if their identities were revealed. We have avoided using names
throughout the whole text so that it would be more difficult to link together any
specific individual’s identity and in order to be consistent. This is obviously
not the case in the section on individual case studies.

If one notices an inequality of representation given to the different locations,
one would be quite correct. This stems from the fact that during the period of
thisresearch, the political situation inthe northern West Bank was anything but
stable. Thedaily eventsgreatly affected the mood of participantsand researchers
alikeand influenced the content and productiveness of discussions. Often weeks
passed between meetings in Al Faraa because of numerous cancellations of
appointments. One time the army invaded the camp, another time the road was
closed, a third the researcher was stuck for hours trying to cross a nearby
checkpoint, and another time the camp was in mourning. In Jenin, the town or
camp was so frequently under closure that meetings could hardly be scheduled
at all. In one case the research team snuck out of Jenin by driving cross-country
through fields and olive groves as clashes with the I sraeli troops erupted in the
center of the city. The meetings with young men were too short and not
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substantial enough to draw any significant material. In Nur Shams young men
were not available for extended interviews. In Tulkarem the closures, curfews,
and nearly daily invasions by the Israelis made scheduling difficult as well.
Tulkarem Camp is not represented in this study because it became simply too
risky to visit the town. Miscommunications between the Isragli soldiers once
found the researcher stopped by tanks on the main street for violating curfew
whilethetroops at the checkpoint at the entrance to the town had said the town
was open. Another time, a strict curfew was called unexpectedly in the middle
of the afternoon and the team raced in chaosto find a safe route back to Nablus.
It must be remembered that these difficulties are what the research team suffered
with proper permission from the Israeli authorities, and coordination with the
Israeli soldiers through an international agency - in other words, all privileges
possible; it is nothing compared to what the interviewees would have had to
undergo if they undertook such travel.

In different locations different relationships were built based upon the setting
and the enthusiasm, interest, and temperament of the participants aswell asthe
interaction of the team and the interviewees. Closer more trusting rel ationships
often result in more in-depth discussion and personal revelations. The reader
should note the geographic location of specific participantsfor aricher reading
of thetext, but should not weigh the representation of different areasasindicative
of anything more than the unstable political situation.

Please note that all amounts arein Canadian dollars unless otherwise specified.

M ethodology and Approach

The research team consisted of the head researcher, six camp animators
responsible for on site logistical arrangements for the research activities, the
Bisan program manager for the CIDA-funded project, and an occasional
translator who hel ped to launch the research processesin Arabic. The research
consisted of focus groupsin each accessible region with women and men, then
the open opportunity for the youth to participate in further discussions
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individually or collectively. In some cases the youth also conducted tours for
the team of their communitiesto provide more context for their stories, and in
acouple of cases, research team memberswereinvited into participant’s houses
to meet and talk with their families. Theformat for focus groupsand interviews
was flexible depending upon the issues with which the youth were concerned
and their comfort-level with the process. Guiding questions included young
people’'s understanding of what “youth” means; what it means to be a refugee
in contemporary Palestinian society, and the major concerns for themselves
and their families, and their ideas for solutions to community problems.

In implementing any qualitative project, the most important initial step isto
determine one’smethod of contact or entry into acommunity; this setsthe tone
for future interactions and helps to determine with whom you are most easily
able to talk in the community. We chose to approach each camp through the
local Bisan project animators. Bisan has been implementing activitieswith these
animatorsinthelocal partner centers, and youth were quite willing to participate
in the study because they had already identified Bisan as having facilitated
enjoyable and beneficial local training courses. After outlining the research
purpose and explaining how we were interested in conducting focus and
discussion groups with young people, the animators gathered young people to
participate. In all cases but Askar refugee camp separate meetings had to be
held for males and females out of respect for local social horms.

At the first meeting with the youth, the research project was discussed and the
uses and importance of cases studies explored. General discussions were
commenced either around proposed topicsor on thetopicsof theyouths' interest
depending upon the context. As themes emerged these were pursued, as were
points of discord among the youth. These general conversations were the
foundations upon which level s of intimacy and trust were built within the group
and between the researcher and the group and its individual members. When
we completed our first session, we informed the youth that we were interested
in continuing discussions with them. Sometimes groups would request future
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group interviews, taking comfort in their numbers to give them confidence to
talk about personal experiences. In other instances we would be approached by
individuals who requested private interviews so that they could broach more
sensitive topics. In all group discussions, averbal agreement was reached with
all participants that nothing discussed during the sessions should be discussed
with people who were not participating in the sessions and that individual’s
privacy and sensitivities should be respected. Despite the sensitive nature of
the discussions we were never were aware of any discomfort experienced by
any of the participants due to our interviews or discussions. The youth were
eager to find asympathetic audienceinterested in hearing their views and taking
them seriously. The youth gave the researchers tours of their camps to further
illustrate local living conditions. Discussions groupswere mainly heldinlocal
community centers. Interviews were conducted wherever the interviewee felt
comfortable. In many cases interviewees preferred not to meet in their homes
because of thelack of privacy. Interviewswere tape recorded when appropriate
and copious notes were taken at all meetings.

The researcher subsequently compiled the notes, and translated and transcribed
thetapes. When necessary or possible, the researcher would consult theindividual
contributor or local animator to clarify issues that arose in the development of
thereport. Themeswereidentified and quotations chosen withwhichtoillustrate
them. Criteriafor choosing illustrative quotations varied. They were chosen to
demonstrate conflicting opinions, show similaritiesin experience, to give voice
to an original thought or an imaginative or vivid image, and sometimesto relay
the rich use of language of many of the young people. Some individual stories
were chosen and are presented as compl ete narrativesfor impact. Inall caseswe
have assumed that the youth themselves are the experts on their own situation,
and our job is simply to organize their thoughts into a collective, coherent and
presentable format. The young people who participated in this study put much
effort into making sure we understood and represent their lives thoroughly and
accurately; we hope we have done them justice and we a so hope that in future
they will have the opportunity to represent themselves.
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The Camps and the Local Participants

In this section we attempt to provide a picture of the camps and an overview of
the participants in this study. We also try to give a sense of the main flow of
conversation with some of the groups. It must be remembered that while the
study was initially meant to incorporate young people of both sexes from each
camp, this was rendered impossible by the political situation.

ASKAR

The Camp?

Askar was established in 1950 on 209 dunums? of land within Nablus, an
additional contiguous 90 dunums was added fourteen years later. This
neighbourhood of “New Askar” fallsoutside of AreaA, or the areas under total
Palestinian control. The whole camp houses nearly 14,000 refugees. Located
inthe east of Nablus, it has repeatedly been cut off from Nablus city center for
long periods of time by a‘floating’ Israeli checkpoint intended to keep camp
residents of Askar and neighbouring Balata Camp from entering the city. The
camp is spacious but does have problems of overcrowding. There are numerous
centers and organizations in and around the camp which are active to varying
degrees. Most meetingsfor thisreport took placein either the Women'sActivity
Center or the Youth Center in Askar Camp. Askar was the only locale were
meetings consisted of both young men and women.

Participants included:

¢ A 23-year-old young woman with a bachelor’s degree in accounting
who has three people in her household. She is involved in many
activities and holds responsible and employed part-time positionsin a
number of local organizations.

LAl figures for the camps are taken from the UNRWA website at www.un.org/unrwal.
2 One dunum is equivalent to approximately 1,000 square meters.
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¢ A 17-year-old young man whoisin hisfirst year of high school with six
peoplein hisfamily. He enjoys playing the oud (lute).

¢ A 29-year-old second year student at Al Quds Open University with eleven
people in his household.

¢ A 27-year old young man who doesinterior decorating and pai nts houses.
# A 25-year old teacher who livesat homewith hisparentsand playsmusic.

¢ A 22-year old young man who isin avocational training program and
works for the Palestinian Authority.

¢ A 21-year old young woman who worksin the women’s center and lives
at home with 11 other people.

¢ A 25-year old with abachelor’s degreein physical education who shares
a house with eight family members.

¢ A young man who worksin arestaurant.

¢ A young woman who finished her tawjihi (high school matriculation
examinations) and now hasajob. There arefifteen peoplein her household.

¢ A young woman whose father works abroad and who lives with her
mother and four siblings. She has finished a two year diploma.

EINBEITIL MA’

The Camp:

Ein Beit Il Ma, also known as Camp No. 1, is located within the city of Nablus.
Established in 1950 on 45 dunums of land the camp has three distinct
neighbourhoods:. upper middle and lower. With 6,221 registered residentsthe camp
suffers some of the worst overcrowding. While often poverty is hard to see in
Palestinian society, it is palpable here. In the lower part of the camp which is
separated from therest of the camp by amain road, there are no centersor services.
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The walls of the slim damp alleys between houses in many places met overhead
and in some places one has to bend dlightly to pass under low constructions. The
young women took us to a small courtyard of maybe 6 square meters off one of
these alleys. Overlooking the courtyard was a weathered building with an outside
staircase and balcony, two doors downstairs and two doors upstairs. Behind each
of thosefour doors, they explained werefamiliesin one or two rooms, large families.
And they al shared one small water closet in the courtyard with atap outside it.
The young women noted that this was one of the few instances where they could
show us where the poverty rampant in the camp is evident from the street.

The camp has an active Women's Center and a Youth Center. The Youth Center,
despiteitsimpressive building with numerous classrooms, halls, and new computer
center, does not currently support any activities. The Women’s Center houses a
library, computer center, and beauty technicians training salon. The Center runs
activitiesfor women and children and isin the midst of negotiating waysfor young
men to take advantage of some of their facilities as well. The Youth Center
traditionally serves only young men. The building however housesthe ' Ein Beit I
Ma’ University Students Council, whichisavoluntary organization which among
other things launched an after-school program for disadvantaged children from
the camp. This effort was funded by the UNDPfor a short time, but the Council is
hoping to find more permanent resources to sustain it. Many of the young people
involvesin this research are active members of the Students' Council.

Young Women

There were five young women who were involved in the interviews for this
project. Because of the camp’s accessible location and their enthusiasm, these
interviews and discussions were the most drawn-out of the project. To give an
idea of the women who participated we give the following profiles:

¢ A 19-year-old young woman who was studying for thetawjihi examination.
Shewas supposed to have taken her examsin 2002, but inApril and May of
that year the Israelis conducted series of major invasionsinto the area and
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she was not prepared to sit for the examinesin June. Sheis not allowed to
go back to school by her family because the high school isfar away. Sheis
studying at home and hopesto pass her examsthis spring with tutoring help
in English. She wants to study socia work. She likes working with the
disabled and dreams of opening a center for the disabled in the future. She
lives with her sisters and brothers and is without a father or mother. Sheis
thefourth girl. There are nine children in the house all together. Only one of
her siblingsis married and they all live together. She livesin the middle of
thecamp. Shelikesliving there becausethefamiliesarevery close. “ Though
they are not family”, she says, “ The neighbours are like family. Every day
we are in and out of each others' houses, and if one of us cooks something
delicious, we aways share it. We stay up late together, sometimes until
twelve, sometimes sitting on the roof, eating sun-flower seeds and talking.”

An 18-year-old young woman who livesin upper Ein Beit I| Ma where
she saystheneighboursdon’t care about each other, and houses arefarther
apart. She studies beauty at the Women's Center. She describes her family
in the following way: “There are five children, four girls and one boy. |
take courses at the Women's Center when there are some, but otherwise
| stay at home. | was engaged at 15, but it didn’t work out. | left school
when | got engaged and never went back.”

A 17-year-old young woman in whose house there are four boys and three
girls. She is the youngest. She received a certificate in beauty from the
women's center last year. She finished eleventh grade but didn’t continue.
She says it is impossible for her to continue, but will not elaborate. She
considers herself apoet and writes poetry for herself but not for anyone else
to see. When pressed she says the poetry is about national things, and
Pal estine, and then blushes and says and love of course. She hasone married
brother and one sister in the university. Halfway through our sessions, she
stopped attending the weekly meetings. Her friends said that her mother had
forbidden her. The research team went to visit her mother to explain the
project and see whether they could sway her decision. She had sent word
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with the other girls that she wanted to come to the focus groups. During the
meeting her mother was friendly and said she thought the program sounded
interesting but she had made her decision and would not changeit. She said
that her decision had nothing to do with the program itself or the other people
involved. She mentioned the (short) walk to the center as inappropriate for
anunmarried girl. We offered to pick her daughter up at the house and return
her after the sessions, but she still refused. The young woman was upset to
be cut off from her friends. Throughout the meeting, the mother was holding
ayoung grandniece. At one point she looked down at the baby in her arms
and said “This one, this little girl, you | am not letting out of my sight. As
soon as you know how to walk | am locking the door and not letting you
passit until the day you get married. | won't even let you go to school.”

¢ An energetic 20-year-old young woman who left school thefirst year of
high school. She wants to study tawjihi however and to get a degreein
guidance or counseling. There are nineteen people living in her house.
There are six sisters and four brothers, some married and with children.
Sheisthe next to the last one. She has a disabled sister and another one
who studies in the university. Her father is a pharmacist. Her mother
works in the house. She has one brother who cannot walk well because
hewaswounded with abullet in hisleg, and another brother ischronically
ill but has not been accurately diagnosed.

¢ A 23-year-old young woman who graduated with a degreein accounting
and helpsto support her family in the camps by workinginagold jewelry
factory doing manual work.

Young Men:

Theyoung menwho participatedinthediscussionsin Ein Beit || Ma wereall involved
with the University Students' Council. In over five meetings their numbers ranged
from four to sixteen participants. Theyoung men provided some of the most detailed
accounts of their lives and examples of these can be found in the section on youth
storiesbel ow. Whilethe young men participated enthusiastically in group discussions,
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they were not as forthcoming about their personal information. Mostly a bit older
than the young women, and close friends and colleagues, let it suffice to say here
that all of them were trying to pursue their university education, whether currently
enrolled in classes or looking for funds to register for the following term.

AL FARAA

The Camp:

Al FaraaCampislocated among rolling hills on the edge of the Jordan valley, seventeen
milesfrom Nablusby direct road and afew kilometersfrom thelarge village of Toubas.
Created on 255 dunums of farming land rented from alocal resident of the nearby
village, the camp is surrounded by fields and olive groves and houses nearly 7,000
refugees. In the patchwork quilt of fields, the crowded camp makes an odd square, a
solid iland of modest cement buildings, built asthey say, so that you only need three
walls not four, because you build against your neighbour’swall. The second Intifada
has not only left the camp residents cut off from possiblejobsin Isradl, it hasleft them
isolated from any nearby towns or services. The seventeen kilometersto Nablus have
become half a day’s treacherous journey which required several kilometers on foot.
The road to Jenin is blocked to them and at many times there are Israeli checkpoints
near the entrances of the camp. At the time of the interviews, the well looked after
Women's Center of the Camp was activeinstalling alibrary and undertaking anumber
of activities with a willing core of committed volunteers and animators. The Youth
Center was less coordinated and at that time lacking a location as their center was
temporarily housing classes from the local elementary school. Both centers appear to
draw young people from al sectors of the camp.

Young Women
The twelve young women who made up this group are as follows:

¢ Two 19-year-old university students, one studying social sciences who
would like to work in community development when she graduates, and
the other studies elementary education.

-25-



¢ Three 24-year-old women, and three other women, 18, 21, and 22 years
old, who are al at home - it is not clear if they are all married or not.

¢ A 23-year-old woman who works in a clothing shop, and a 20 year old
who finished tawjihi and wants to work in the Women's Center library.

¢ A 21-year-old woman who is currently a student and would also like to
work in development on some level, and a 25-year-old woman who is
married and has finished university.

The young women all expressed a great eagerness to learn. They had dreams for
their futures. They see problems in their society and want to change some things.
They all want greater respect between the sexes. They defined youth as a period of
increasing open-mindedness and growing responsibility and a time when young
women begin to care about themselves more and have more awareness about their
culture. They complained that there was no working center for young people and no
outside support for childrenin their studiesor for specia needs students. They voiced
concern that local summer camps for children are limited to a certain number of
children and that they cost money. They all remarked that asyoung women they had
lots of freetime and little to do. They wished there were summer camps for women.
Early marriage is a big problem in their opinion for both men and women in the
camp. They are sad that thereis no garden or park in the camp, or any place for kids
to play. They say that they all feel restricted to different degrees by the society. They
cannot come and go as they please. They would like to have opportunities to make
some money through their hobbies such as handicrafts, but they acknowledge that
there is no market available to them. They say that overall their education is quite
good, but they need to be stronger in English, especially conversation. They would
very much like to take a short trip somewhere out of the camp.

Young Men

Theyoung men did not reveal their ages but the group consisted of thefollowing
eight individuals: avolunteer leader of scouts who is active in the community,
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two high school students, three unemployed laborers, an electrician, and ayoung
man who works for UNRWA.

As in many of the discussions, we started out defining what they meant by
youth sincetheinterviewsand focus groups were to be centered on youth issues.
Onesaid “from thetime | was 12 until my death | plan to be ayouth, at least in
spirit”. Another said “when a man has children he changes. He is no longer a
young man”. A third young man silenced the conversation by saying; “ For my
wholelifeasayouth, fromthetimel was 17 | have not lived as| should, thisis
not youth”. There was a general nodding of heads in agreement. The youth
club has been closed. There is no money for programs, there are no trainers.
Theyouth all said they have serious worries, “We worry about unemployment,
our financial situations, and our security.”

There was general agreement that as refugee camp residents they were
discriminated against by local townspeople and villagers. They wished there
could be more communal feeling between them. One said “Everyone needs
equipment; the areahasto work together. Not only the camp hasto work together,
but the villages around here haveto work with us. They don’t work with us. We
have noinfluenceor standinginthevillages. Who benefits? Them [thevillagers].
We have lots of water; there is a spring nearby. We could have a swimming
pool, learn how to swim, or build a volleyball court. We even have a karate
trainer inthe camp. Heisreally good. And heiswilling to train us. But we have
no money to pay him. And we have no place we could have the lessons. We are
very impressed with the new library in the women’s center here in the camp,
but we are afraid we are not able to use it [because we are male]. What little
resources there are, we have to work together to share them with everyone.”
The young men had many ideas for programs, the most popular ideas which
are elaborated in the “Projects’ section of this document and elsewhere are to
create avocational training center in the camp, to hold a survey of the camp to
understand its real needs and to sponsor tawjihi classes open to all who are
taking to the exam.
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While they had lots of ideas, they generally agreed with one young man who
acknowledged that the spirit in the camp is flagging; “ Everyone is depressed.
We don’t even have much volunteer work. People don’t have enough to give.”

The young men were unusually frank considering the dialogue took place
over only one afternoon. When one of the young men said “We need
encouragement. Someone to encourage us’, another continued, “Yes,
counseling” and athird elaborated in agreement, “ Someone who follows us,
who supports us morally, emotionally, and ... economically”. Young men
often carry a lot of responsibility on their shoulders and consider it
inappropriate to their sex to betray weakness or dependence. These young
men were quite enthusiastically reaching out and asking for help.

JENIN

The Camp

Jenin Camp, which lies to the west of the green line city of Jenin, holds about
14,000 refugees. This camp has been the site of some of the worst Israeli
invasions of the second Intifada and has suffered heavy casualties, damages,
demolitions and arrests in addition to some of the longest curfews. Though
located near the city center, many young people remarked that because of the
distance and lack of security they could not participatein activitiesthere. They
said there were few activities in the camp for children or youth. We met twice
with women from the Women's Center in Jenin Camp. The Center at that time
was located in temporary quartersin alarge hall with astage at one end, afew
old school chairs and tables. In al eight women participated in the discussion.
Two workshops were attempted with young men from the camp in the local
campus of Al Quds Open University.

The Young Women

Onewomanis 25 yearsoldismarried with three children. She hasbeen married
for seven or eight years. Her husband works as amechanic. Another is29 years
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old, married and stays in the house. A third is 25 years old and works with the
disabled in the camp. Two young women were 16 years old, one in school, and
one at home. Two women worked as social workers, one 23 and the other 30.
And one 20 year old young woman was studying at Al Quds Open University.

TULKAREM

The Tulkarem camp that takes its name from the town in which it islocated is
the second largest camp in the West Bank after Balata. The camp houses 16,259
refugees. While we were unable to conduct interviews with the young people
in this camp because of the political situation, the interviews with the
psychologist working in this camp can give afew glimpses into its situation.

NUR SHAMS

The Camp

Nur Shams camp lies on 266 dunums on the outskirts of the town of Tulkarem,
threekilometersto the east. It houses over 8,100 refugees. The camp streetsare
neat and clean. On a hillside facing north and west, the camp enjoys more
views, air, and light than some of the other camps. Asthe camp is on the edges
of the town, there is some room for expansion and some camp residents can
afford to buy parcels of land near the camp to build upon. The camp is on the
oldroad to Nablus. Beforethe second I ntifada began, Nabluswas ashort quarter
of an hour’s drive. Now the road is closed and the previously oft used
thoroughfare below the camp is quiet. The camp has been repeatedly cut off
from the town during the past three years.

The Young Women

We met in the Women'’s Center which is around the corner from the UNRWA
offices and a central square and market of the camp. The women's center is
abuzz with activity with small children clapping and singing in one of themain
rooms, agroup of young women gathering for acosmetol ogy lesson in another
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room, and the office crowded with women of all ages drinking coffee and
exchanging news.

The Nur Shams interviews included some of the youngest participants in the
project. The eight young women who participated in this discussion group can
be identified as follows: a 15 year old girl who was in ninth grade, and three 16
year old girlsin tenth grade, afirst year student at Al Quds Open University who
wantsto major in English, ayoung woman who completed 11th grade before she
married, a 23 year old woman who finished her tawjihi and is now staying at
home, and a 30 year old woman who finished tawjihi and runs a nursery school
in her home. Her first husband was killed and she has recently remarried.

The group agreed that young men and women have to work together to build a
futurefor their society and that youth play acritical rolein their communities, but
that there islittle support given to young people who want to be involved. They
decided in adiscussion that being 17 - 19 years old isthe most difficult timein a
young person’slife, because it isthe time they leave off being children and move
away from being so dependent on their parentsand beginto hold their own opinions
and make their own choices. They qualified this statement, emphasizing that this
did not however mean that youth were necessarily in control at thisage. Many of
their parents till had control over them. They defined youth asbeing a precarious
period when one gains responsibility, but before one takes on al the burdens of
adult life. They emphasized that thisisthe age at which your personality isrealy
developed and you can stand up for yourself and live your own life internally at
least even if you are at odds with your parents, husband, or your mother-in-law.

The young women agreed that one could feel old at 18 and young at 60. One
young woman said that because of the political situation, “though wearein the
prime of our youth we feel like old women”. Like others, the young women
complained about the lack of freedom of movement, even to the center of
Tulkarem where the high school is. They spoke a lot about the effect of the
occupation on their studies.
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helssues

The quotations in each section below are grouped by speaker, so assume that
two quotes originating in the same camp are not by the same people. Just about
everyone who participated in the discussions has been quoted in some form in
this document. There was one social worker and one psychologist interviewed
for this collection. Though both are young peopl e themsel ves and have worked
extensively with refugeesin the camps, neither are from the refugee camps. We
have included their insights with the testimonies here because we think that
their statements are powerful and they put some of the comments made by
youth into perspective. We have been clear to note their professional rolesin
the credits for the quotations.

Housing in the camps

The refugee camps differ in density. Askar and Nur Shams camps have more
available space for expansion than Ein Beit || Ma', Al Faraa’ or Tulkarem
Camps. In Jenin the problem of overcrowding was not mentioned as an issue.
Thisdoesnot meanthat itisnot aproblem, but it may have been overshadowed
by more timely discussions of the effects of the occupation upon the camp.
Within each camp, there are neighbourhoods. Some are more crowded or
densely built than others. It should be remembered that Palestinian camps,
especially in Gaza, are some of the most densely populated areasin the world.
When a young man in a family gets married, he and his new family usually
occupy an existing room in his father’s house. Or they build an additional
room to live in. Houses can expand quite rapidly if a family has many sons
who remain in the camp. Construction is relatively inexpensive and simple;
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mostly out of concrete, labour is often carried out by family members. While
poverty plays alarge role in causing overcrowding in the camps, it must be
remembered that the effects of thisovercrowding have been magnified greatly
by the current Intifada and Isragli’s operations in the areas of the West Bank.
With limited freedom of movement, diminished opportunities for recreation,
high unemployment, and general fear, more people are confined to their houses
which, asthe youth point out, greatly increases the pressure on everyonein the
household. The youth spoke extensively, not only about the lack of housing
available to them both in and outside of the camp, but also the problems that
arise for them as youth because of the over-crowded living conditions: lack of
personal space, lack of privacy, and health concerns. As evident in these
statements, the lack of housing affects the dignity as well as health and well
being of the camp residents. Not all youth share the same problems but thereis
resonance between the camps’ issues despite their differences.

“In my house we have six people in two rooms. How am |
supposed to study if in the next 100 meters from our door there
are twenty more houses and many more households filled with
peopletalking? \When we have guests, how can | study? Thereis
no place. Where can | go? The street? And on top of that, there
isno place for the children to go to play so the house is always
filled with children running around. And if the children are not
inthe house they arein the alleys between the houseswhich are
narrow and their voices echo.” - Young man, Ein Beit Il M&

“Housing is a problem, and so is space in which to gather or
play. Children play in the main streets between the carswhich
is dangerous. And in search of a quiet space in which to study,
many students take their school or university books to the
mosgue.” - Socia worker in the refugee camps, Nablus

“We have problemswith housing. Nothing can be over 3 stories
high in the camp. And we pay the rent [for the land] not
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UNRWA. We are really overcrowded. Too many people living
in one or two rooms.” - Young man, Al Faraa

“Welivein oneroom. If | get married, | will liveinthisroom
with my children and my children’s children if | have to. But
I will try to add another room to my parent’s house. Maybe
500 Jordanian Dinars [$1,000] will build me a good room.”
- Young man, Askar

“ Our problemwith housing is much lessthan in Camp No.1
[Ein Beit 1| Ma]. They have only one street in their camp.
We have wider streets. Our housing problem is maybe 30%
of their problem. But in maybe ten years it will be a big
problem for us. Will we be alivein 10 years? 10 months? 10
days?” - Young woman, Askar

“You know everything that is going on in the houses. You hear
your neighbours arguing; you hear which television showsthey
arewatching. Sudying isdifficult. The cramped space also gives
us personal problems. Thereisno privacy. Thereisalwayssome
member of your family in your face. There are no secrets and
there is no personal freedom” . - Young man, Ein Beit || M&

“| can’'t go onto the roof in my shorts. | can’t do anything on
my roof without telling my neighboursthat | am going to be
working on theroof. | overlook all my neighbours’ roofsand
they overlook my roof. My neighbours on the other side of
thewall, if he quarrelswith hiswife, | hear him. Evenif heis
speaking to hisson | can hear hisvoice. | shut themall out.
When | gointo my room| turn on my taperecorder so | don’t
hear my neighbours or my father or my mother or my
grandmother. [The walls are so thin] | can enjoy two
television programs simultaneously, one in my house and
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the one on next door. One with the picture and one with only
sound. - Young man, Askar

“ In many housesthereisa problem of space because morethan
one family shares the same apartment. They cannot separate
the families nor can they separate the girls from the boys even.
When the girls get to be sixteen or seventeen thisbecomesabig
problem. Maybe a young man and a young woman in the same
house fall in love, thisis also a problem. Because there is no
space, | know more than one young man who hasto sleepin the
kitchen at night.” - Young man, Ein Beit || M&

“Maybe 96 or 95 percent of the residents of camp don't feel
freeintheir own homes. No one can feel freein their own house.
For example, | can't open a window - if I am lucky enough to
have a window. | can’t open the window at night, not because
my neighbour is evil but if my wife is in the room and my
neighbour is standing on his veranda her privacy will be
invaded. Watching television at night | can't makeit loud because
my neighbour would have to hear it” . - Young man, Askar

“When someone dies, some of the alleys of the camp are so
narrow that they have to carry the body over the rooftops
because the stretcher and procession will not fit around the
cornersinthealleys. Oncetherewasan old lady whose heater
caught onfireand her house was burning. Before anyone could
reach her from the fire department, she died. It is the same
thing for ambulances. No emergency services can reach most
of the houses in the camp” . - Young man, Ein Beit || Ma

“ The winters are cold and the summers are hot. And there are
many mice and ratswhich live between and among the houses.
You can hear themin thewalls.” - Young man, Askar
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“ You know the camp is built on a hill and the water comes down
the hill and seepsinto the houses and especially in the bottom of
the camp where the water gathersit comesin through roof, the
walls, and the floor. Since everyone's house is three walls built
against their neighbours walls, if thereisaleak, sometimesone
visits four houses before one finds the origin of the leak and
devises a solution to fix it” - Young man, Ein Beit || Ma

“ The houses are not healthy themsel ves. There are many houses
where sun cannot reach into the houses at all” . - Young man,
Ein Beit Il Ma

“We had a problem; the neighbour was keeping goats and sheep
on the roof. And one day it came down the stairs and into the
house, the sheep | mean. And this poor ewe was not well. And
it went around dirtying everything and created a problem -
shall we say a very widespread problem. This lead to some
misunder standing between neighbours, all because of the sheep.
The roofs are used for raising pigeons, chickens, poultry, and
sheep. It’s not usual to have cattle up there. There is another
problem, a health problem the alleyways between the houses
are very narrow and the sewage runs down the middle of them
and sometimes, well, the volume is great. There are too many
people living on top of each other. As families grow they build
one and two and three extra stories all on the same absence of
plumbing. When you have three stories you have indoor
plumbing, where there are pipes it is built into the walls and
when it breaks it is very difficult to get at. When it rains or
when there is a problem there is flooding. And it is not clean.
All camps are like thisand have these problems. It is crowded,;
to havea gap of 10cm|[ between houses] isaluxury. Most houses
share walls. Seventy percent of the rooms in the camp are not
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really healthy environments, especially those on the ground
floor. Especially for small children”. - Young man, Askar

“ Sometimes people keep sheep and goats in the middle of the
camp. It's unhealthy. The sheep sometimes bring us diseases.
And also with the number of people in the camp living so close
together diseases spread very quickly. Oncetherewasan amoeba
inthe camp and every child almost in thewhol e camp was affected
and sick. My aunt died from something carried by the sheep.
And my nephew and little cousin have lumps on their necks from
this unhealthy environment.” - Young man, Ein Beit I| Ma

“There is a problem with light in all the refugee camps. The
ground floor gets very little light. You have to use electricity
day and night. The houses are four meters by fourteen maybe
but they are filled with people. In short, overcrowding is very
high. These people, refugees, came from the nicest places in
theworld, from paradise, and then they find themselvesin such
conditions. Recently our grandfathersweretelling us how they
fled with what they could grab, - can we blame them? - and
now the Lod airport [Ben Gurion] is on the land that used to
belong to my grandfather” . - Young man, Askar

“The problems with housing affect the people of the camp in
termsof their health aswell as psychologically. Thereare many
problems, inside the houses and within the families or with the
neighbours. Thereis a problem. Thereisillness, even if there
isacure, it doesn’'t matter and diseases get worse” . - Young
man, Nur Shams

“ All thedirt in the town [ Tulkarem] passes our camp. Thereis
this place called Wadi Zomer across from the camp. It smells.
The smell makes everyone feel sick. And then they dump the
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waste from the olive oil production there and it really makes
everyone sick. It is wet there and the sewage collects. There
are lots of mosquitoes that come from this place as well. We
don’t think the water isclean.” - Young woman, Nur Shams

The Economic Situation

The Palestinian economy has been strangled during the second Intifada. Strict
closures hinder and prevent the export of Palestinian goods or the transport of
goods between towns or the countryside and the urban centers. This harmsthe
agricultural market as well as manufacturing and industry. Israeli goods can
pass the checkpoints into Palestinian areas more easily making Palestinians
increasingly dependent upon them. In addition, these goods are often quite
inexpensive making them more attractive. The closures have prevented most
Palestinians from working in Israel. Many refugees have relied on such work
for years as their mainstay. The country is now sinking into over 50%
unemployment, underemployment ishigh, and Palestinians arewell on theroad
to suffering from a level of entrenched poverty that will be very different to
recover from. The growing poverty is only beginning to be more visible and
recent studies are showing alarming rates of mal nutrition among children. While
thereiswidespread reliance upon relativesto provide social security and support
poorer relations, fewer and fewer people are capable of offering such support.
And thiskind of support is difficult to sustain over long periods of time. Youth
suffer from being unable to compete to find jobs because they have few years,
if any, of experience. If youth have jobs, they live in danger of being let go
because of the failing economy. When they do find jobs, they are often not in
their specialty, or they are chosen becausethey will not demand high pay. Young
women are often encouraged to marry early to save their parents the costs of
educating them, their education is more often terminated for these reasons as
well, and youth male and femal e are feeling the burden of having to contribute
to put food on their families' table, whether for their parents or their spouses
and children or both. This pressure, coupled with the lack of spare money for
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recreation, hasleft many young peopleinterviewed feeling asthough they have
lost their youth. Here are some of their comments about poverty and the
economic situation:

“There is no local market, no local work, and no money. All
the money goes. There is no money to pay for electricity and
water, though now vegetables and fruit are almost free.® People
used to come from Hebron to buy the local produce here. Now
thereisnothing.” - Young man, Al Faraa

“We are far away froma city. Thereisno work. Thereis great
discrimination here. The people from[ the neighbouring village
of ] Toubas look down on us. They don't hire us for jobs. This
land [of the camp] is rented from them so they feel they are
better than we are. We used to work in | srael. Maybe we would
earn 50, 100, shekels* or more to work from 6am until 12pm.
Now if we want work fromthe peoplein Toubas, we earn maybe
40 shekelsfor working from6amuntil 5pm. Thereareno labour
laws. We take what we can get. e don't get taken care of. No
Chamber of Commerce cares for us. The support that comes
here doesn't reach here. It doesn’t reach us. The councilsdon't
get to the people. Families can't live on the things they are
given. And even then the help is not for everyone. We are 6,500
here. Maybe there is only really aid for 100 households.” -
Young man, Al Faraa

“1 have a degree in accounting. | would like to work in that
field. But | amthe only personin my family who can work right

3 At thetime of the interview there was no open road for local produce to reach any market, soin
Al Faraa, which is surrounded by agricultural land, farmers were selling vegetables and fruit
cheaply if they were harvesting their crops at all.

4 The exchange rate at the time of interview was 3.5 New |sraeli Shekels to the Canadian dollar
and 4.45 NISto the US dollar.
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now; | am the oldest child, so | took a [menial] job in a gold
[jewelry] factory. | work about twelve hours a day. Sometimes
more, and then | get homein the evening, after dark. | earn 30
shekels a day for this work [less than 7 USD]. It is too much
for me... six days a week! | get so tired. As much as my family
needs the money, | think | am going to have to quit.” - Young
woman, Ein Beit Il Ma

“My brother left school and now isn't working; it causes
problems in the house. When my father was alive he would
alwayssay, “ Get ajob!” It brought tension in the house. Now
no one even looks for work because there is none. Before the
Intifada, one could point to the men who went to work and see
how they came home carrying groceries or shopping fromthe
city and say, ‘ See they are working’. Now everyone is doing
nothing. They are depressed. They don't even try to find
work...People have cut off their telephonesto save money, and
eventhe electricity and water intheir houses. They can't afford
it. With little money to pay for gas, they barely can cook let
alone heat their roomsin the winter. And to speak frankly, four
of the young men here today [in this group discussion] have to
register for university tomorrow, but they don’'t even have an
agora coin [fraction of a shekel®] in their pockets.” - Young
man, Ein Beit Il M&

“Most young men in Ein Beit 1| Ma’ Camp used to work in
Israel. They could make more than anyone around - between
150 to 500 shekels a day?. One problem was they didn’t save
anything. They thought the work was always there and always

5 See above.
6 Approximately $42.00 -$142.00 Canadian dollars.
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would bethere. They thought the situation would only get better.
When the Intifada started, the money stopped. People live in
extended families. No one here [Ein Beit I| Ma Camp] can
really say they livein a house with lessthan 9 peopleinit. The
young men would leave school and work in Israel, happy to
help support their large households. They would earn more
money than most educated people. Now they do nothing, sit at
home. They want to work but there are no opportunities. You
have to remember also that most of those killed or imprisoned
inthis|ntifada werethe breadwinnersfromtheir families. This
creates further problems. When there is no food on the table
and they eat whenever the UNRWA delivers its decreasing
rations, the young men talk about doing suicide missionsinside
Israel. | hear thisin my [counseling] sessions not infrequently.
Most people are living off rice and lentils in the camp [Ein
Beitll Ma]. | went totheclinic. If you go to the clinic and ook
around, you will seethat most people are not healthy. Children
are sick, they have colds, malnutrition, lack of vitamins, and
you can even see children with rickets, their bonesall bowed.”

- Social worker, Nablus

Early Marriage

Early marriage is defined internationally as marriage below the age of 18.
The problem exists almost exclusively among young women. While early
marriageisoftentied to poverty and education in addition to local tradition, it
merits its own section because of the frequency with which it was identified
as a serious concern by young people in the targeted camps. New legislation
isseeking to raisethelegal marriage ageto eighteen from former lawsinherited
from the Jordanian administration of the West Bank which set it lower. Existing
legislation however isnot enforced and marriages of women who are younger
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than therequired age are easily registered with fal se or missing documentation
and the sanction of an Islamic cleric. A girl may marry in Islam when sheis
deemed physically mature by a religious official. While there are growing
advocacy efforts by young people and women'’ s groups around the dangers of
early marriage, many clerics defend it as a means to protect the honour of
girls and their families. Young women are most often married off to men
significantly older than they are. While young women technically have the
right to refuse marriage or a particular suitor, parents do influence them and
most marriages are arranged ones.

In the testimonies below, we have opened with the contribution of awoman
about forty years old in one of the camps to give an example of how a parent
perceives early marriage in addition to young people. Marriage is a very
important and nearly mandatory institution in Palestinian society - early
marriage, divorce, engagements and broken engagements played alargerole
in nearly al of the youth discussions. Most young women and men who
participated in this project were against early marriage as they thought it
detrimentally impinged upon a young woman’s education, career,
empowerment, and health.

“| was 15 when | was married. And by the time | had my 18"
birthday in my husband’s house | had had my younger son
[implying there was at |east one older one]. | wasvery clever in
housework in my parent’shouse and looking after thelittle ones.
And when a well-born young man came to ask for my hand, we
married. They [my parents] married me off while | was till
very young. And so we [me and my husband] have lived thislife
with its bitterness and its difficulties and tough times together.
| wasin third year of middle school when | left to get married.
| couldn’t really under stand what was happening. | wasignorant.
Not like today’s young girls who are alert and know more.
Ignorancewas a big factor. | wanted to get married, | wanted a
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wedding gown, and | wanted... | wanted... | wanted to sit on the
bridal dais...I couldn’'t imagine what my life would be like one
year later. | was so happy, so happy just to put on the wedding
gown. And with my friends| felt so happy when | talked to them.
And a lot of girls from my class got married at the same age
and had children. Onedidn't used to read and know about things.
They would give birth and not know what was happening to
them. It was early marriage. Not likethe girlstoday. | have five
girls, one is married, one in Iraq and two are in Amman and
the third is also engaged to someone in Amman, but of course
wedidn’t encourage her to get engaged in Amman...so far away.
| did not marry off my girlswhen they weretoo young. Thefirst
was 18 when she got married, the second 19, and the third 21.
If I will marry off [name removed)] it will be when sheis 18 or
19. The youngest who is 17 | won't arrange a marriage for her
yet, engagement yes, but not marriage. One finished her first
year of secondary school before she got married, another one
was heading for her tawjihi, and the third one wasin her third
year of secondary school. The headscarf was the reason this
one left school. Her father said ‘Wear the headscarf’, and she
said she would only wear it if she believed in it. So her father
said ‘No more school. You're not to go to school without a
headscarf’ so she got married. The one who finished her
education after the first year of secondary school, she learnt
how to cook and everything. They told her if she comes back to
school they will help her. They want themto finish school now.”

- Middle-aged woman, Askar

“ Early marriageisa problemfor both young men and women
in the camp. A woman should be a child or be young a bit
longer. By 25 the women get used to marriage, | suppose. We
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are Arabs. It's like that. We don't like divorce. But it can be
hard. Some women really suffer psychological problems
because of it. Like my sister.” - Young woman, Al Faraa

“Look at the girls. They marry themearly. 15, 16, 17. They [the
families] can’t [afford to] educate the girls. So they marry them
off. The girls suffer. Afamily can't educate everyone on thelittle
money they have, so everyone doesn’t have the same opportunity
even in the same household” . - Young man, Al Faraa

“1 know agirl who had to leave school before 15 when she became
engaged. Now she is about 15 and pregnant with twins. Sheis
too young. Her mother is so pleased with her. Do you see how
crazy these people are? So proud of her and her body isso small.
And her husband at the most is 24. It's a shame; sheis only a
girl, 15. 1 am 18, | don’'t know anything, how to cook, how to
raise children. How can shebemarried?” - Youngwoman, Jenin

Thefollowing isaconversation of agroup of young menin Ein Beit Il Ma on
this topic:

“Our problem as young men is not early marriage, it is late
marriage. We personally are not relaxed inside which is no fit
state to get married. We have no money, no place to live. With
the girls maybe it is different” - M.

“A girl should get married about twenty or twenty-two. By
twenty-five she is too old. It is hard for a woman to find a
husband here in the camp if sheis over twenty-two.” - S.

“When you marry young as a man you have no money so you
have to live in your family’s house.” - F.

“Families prefer to educate men if they cannot afford to
educate the whole family. For the poor it is better for them
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to marry the girl off early so they are no longer responsible
for her.” - A.

“For us as youth, we cannot dream about our future aswe are
supposed to be doing at this age, we have to work to build a
future for our younger brothers and sisters.” - M.

“If a young man, one of us, wants to get married, it costs a
lot of money. We would help each other out and each give a
bit to help him marry well. All the costs of the wedding are
onthegroom. Itisnot like some other countries. It isnot just
the costs of the wedding that rest on the groom, but if the
bride's family needs money or there are extras, or they ask
him for money he must give it to them. And the brides cost a
lot of money. For the daughter of they are asking
25,000 JD. And for what? Yes sheis pretty. But that isalot of
money. Who hasthiskind of money? On average hereit costs
around 2,500 JD”. Some people pay for a bride by just having
recited some verses of the Quran. | know one young woman
who was married for the recital of the Sura Al Bagara [a
verse of the Quran] - F

“Of course the bride has to be beautiful and young. That is
what people say here. But there is no attempt to get to know
each other. This is the biggest problem. A woman may be
beautiful and young, but if sheisnot educated thisisaproblem.
She will not be ableto raise her children well.” - S.

“1 have four sisters but | believe that a woman has to be
educated. What if she marries and then her husband dies,
God forbid? She hasto be ableto take car e of her self. Women

7 Approximately $35,700 US and $3,570 US respectively.



have to be educated in my opinion. In my opinion it is
impossible for meto think that my sistersor any girl should
marry early.” - A.

In response to the question of when they define late marriage, the young men
decided that late marriage for ayoung man islate twenties, thirty definitely and
agreed that the optimum age for aman to marry isaround twenty-five they say.
They concluded that educated people marry over twenty two.

“ Early marriage for girlsis a big problem...when they are
fifteen or sixteen. How can a young woman take responsibility
for a house or children or a husband at that age? It isa big
problem. Her parents might marry her off because they
cannot afford to feed her or take care of her. But do they
look at the husband's financial situation? Can he feed her?
They don't really care sometimes because at least sheis not
their responsibility any more. Early marriageisvery tied to
poverty. But it doesn't solve the problem. The girl is happy,
she getsto wear a white dress, gold, make-up, have her hair
done, and generally people make a fuss over her -which they
usually don’'t do otherwise. When they ask her at age fifteen
if shewantsto get married - still a child - she looks forward
to getting all dressed up. She may see her prospective
husband and he may be handsome, have a fancy mobile
phone, a car, a house and that seems like a good future. But
he may not have ajob. Therestill may be no money, security,
or support there. A young woman will not know how to take
care of children, and many times she is married to the first
offer perceived as reasonable. It may not matter where he
lives. She may be moving far from her family and then she
has no oneto go to when she has questions or needs support.
- Social worker, Nablus
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Education

Poverty isamajor factor in young peopl € sinability to finish their education.
While the education of young women suffers because of marriage or the
distance of schools, many young men leave school to work. But more young
men may be staying in school because of the Intifada as there is no work to
lure them. And both men and women are returning to finish their educations
if they are able, because there are few job opportunities and they want to
present themsel ves more competitively. In the refugee camps, young people
are disadvantaged because they attend UNRWA rather than Palestinian
government schools. The UNRWA schools end at tenth grade®. Refugees
must go elsewhere to complete high school and sit for their matriculation
exams - tawjihi. The children from the refugee camps must change schools
when they finish with thelocal UNRWA schoolsand often thismeanstraveling
farther, sometimes across checkpoints, on adaily basis. In some casesitisa
matter of kilometers which may be perilous because of unpredictable Isragli
military operationsand families may worry about how to preservethe honour
aswell as safety of their girls on their way. Many youth complained that the
education they get in English is of poor quality in the camps, and that they
suffer adisadvantagein thelast yearsof high school and in the tawjihi because
of it. In addition to these hurdles, the refugee camps and the Intifada do not
offer an atmosphere conducive for learning.

There are problems with continuing education for girls. In the Ministry of
Education a young woman or man is allowed to resume his or her education
in a government school as long as he or she is under the age of eighteen. If
one is older than eighteen one can either go to private school or one has to
pass an achievement test, which is the equivalent of that of the ninth grade
curriculum. If one passes this test, one can sit for the tawjihi exam, having
studied for it independently.

8 Thisis the age of compulsory education.
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Technically, a young woman can attend a government high school after she is
engaged or married, but culturally thisis often discouraged. Parents and husbands
are not often supportive of a wife continuing her education, as her main
responsibilities are expected to now be confined in the home. In addition, in a
society where virginity, sexual innocence, and separation of the sexes are widely
advocated for young people, the mixing of young married women with those
ignorant of the nature of sexual or marital relationshipsis deemed inappropriate.
In some areas youth claim that the school itself will not allow amarried woman to
attend, even though thisisadirect violation of the Ministry of Education’s policy.

Palestinians are an educated population, and pride themselves on this. As
refugees, many believe that education isthe only thing that the I sraelisultimately
cannot take away from them if they had it. But getting it is not easy. And even
with degrees, work is not guaranteed.

“We are not allowed to go to town [ Tulkarem] even to learn,
even if we go with someone else. Girls in the camp aren’t
allowed to continue their education here. If there were classes
for tawjihi in the camp - nearby - | would have finished my
education. | wasgood at school.” - Young woman, Nur Shams

“ After oneyear | will finish school | hope. All | can think about is
passing my tawjihi exams. | haven't been able to. English is the
hardest subject. | evenwent to a privateinstructor for help. If you
asked questions, he screamed at you. Thefirst two dayswere okay,
and then it became terrible. | went to learn, he just wants to get
through the lesson. English and Math are the hardest subjects.
They are not well taught. But | am glad in the new curriculum
they are starting English early. It's good to know. Maybe the next
generation will be better off.” - Young woman, Jenin

“There are no results now for one’s education. You can have a
degree, but it does not mean there are any jobs. We could be
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taking an examand the soldiers could close down the university.
We are at a point when we don't even know what we ate for
breakfast or where we were this morning. There is so much
instability inour lives. Last year | wastaken to Huwara military
detention center. We were kept for two days tied hands and
feet, sleeping like sheep on the cold stones. No blankets, no
pillows, and no food or water. On the third day | was released
and had to go directly and take my tawjihi exams. How well do
you think | could concentrate? We are worried all the time.
Invasions, curfews. How can you study? Concentrate? This
situation breaksus. Itispsychological terrorism.” - Young man,
EinBeit Il M&

“1 have finished tawjihi and | should have goneto college, but
haven't gone yet. There was no money for university. | wanted
to study elementary school education. | write. | have to write
inmy diary. It helpsmeto relax. | alsowalk sometimesto calm
down.” - Young woman, Askar

“This year we have about 50 students from the camp who are
sitting for their tawjihi exams. Most of them need some special
tutoring help on how to take the exams. Only maybe 12 or 15 can
afford such a thing. For a series of classes it costs between 100
and 200 JD°® per student! | wish we could organize such classes
in the camps that could serve everyone.” - Young man, Al Faraa

“Thereisno calminside of me or outside for studying. | have
to study for my exams, but | cry when | study wondering why |
study if | have no future. My sister is the same. Even if | study
very hard, | think‘What next?’ | havefour brothersin university:
one at Al Najah [in Nablus] and three at Al Quds Open

9 $143.00 - $286.00 US approximately.
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University [in Tulkarem]. My brothers don’'t work, nor does
my father. | tried to work in a kindergarten but they only kept
me for one month. | amin university. Should | register for next
month? Itisnot likel ama girl who hasa lot of money to go to
school on.” - Young woman, Nur Shams

“1 didn't want to get married. | said | wanted to get married
later. | wanted to finish my studies. At first my family listened
to me, and then they put pressure on me. Especially my aunt. |
don't know why | agreed. | was fifteen years old. My family
influenced me. | was engaged; my friends encouraged me to
go back to school. My mom said | didn’'t know anything about
keeping a house or cooking, so she kept me at home to teach
me. When it came down to it, | didn’t want to marry. | refused.
It was that simple. | have been sitting at home ever since. |
take beautician training classesat the center. Thatisall. | rarely
leave the house. This man they wanted me to marry, he was
more than twice my age. Hewasin hisearly thirties. He had a
house, a car, ajob...etc. Now if | want to get married to anyone
who haslessthan hedid, my parentswould say ‘ You passed up
a good opportunity for this man? You could have had a good
life, but you refused.” They are afraid of love relationships. If
heisa good man, froma good family, if my family knows him,
if he hasa job, thisishow they judge a husband. It has nothing
to do with the girl, with understanding between the girl and
the young man, or with love. ...Now how can | go back to
school? The private school will take five hundred dollars a
year to take me. | cannot go to the public schools because of
my age. And anyway, how can | go to school when all my
classmates will be five years younger than | am?” - Young
woman, Ein Beit Il Ma&
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“ Leaving school isanother major problemfor the young women
of the camp. They do it so easily. The UNRWA school ends at
tenth grade. They really should change and offer the grades
through tawjihi. After the UNRWA school ends, the girl must
attend schooal in the city. Many parents do not allow this. Even
if they do allow her in principle, it still takes money. There are
books to buy and transportation to pay. This one girl came to
me and said she was so sad because she really wanted to
continue her studies but her parents didn't have the money. |
gave her fifty shekels'®. Shewas so happy. Thislittlebit of money
made the difference in her life. She could continue her
schooling. Soon after her mother found a job and there was
enough money so she could stay in school more easily. | get
happy whenever | think of thisgirl.” - Social worker, Nablus

Values, I nequality, and the Relationships between the Sexes

While many daily exchanges among youth are about the injustices of the
occupation, many in-depth discussions -especially among women- addressed
theissue of inequality between the sexes, the relative freedoms of young men
and women and the unequal access to resources. Young men are generally
given more freedom of movement and are often responsible for decision-
making about their lives; they also play alargerolein determining the lives of
their sisters. Many of the youth identified differencesin practices and values
pertaining to these issues within the Palestinian society, often differentiating
between camp, city, and rural populations. For the young peopleinterviewed,
the freedoms discussed were not only that of movement, education, and
participation in activities, but relationships - platonic or romantic- with the
opposite sex. As evident throughout this document, the honour of young

10 Approximately $11.00 US.
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women - resting not just their chastity but their good values and “ appropriate”
behaviour - is fundamental to the honour of the family. As Palestinians
encounter increasing exposure to Western influences and continue to resist
the Isragli occupation, society as a whole is becoming more conservative.
Women are more restricted in dress and movement than they have been
previously; theserestrictions are more social than religious. But young people
struggleto find their identity asyouth in their society and part of that struggle
isto definetheir beliefswhether in accord or discord to those around them. In
numerous cases youth pointed out a doubl e standard which existsfor women:
one's relatives and neighbours, and others. While these are very sensitive
subj ectsin Pal estinian society, many of the youth were eager for an opportunity
to voice their opinions and experiences - especially in the safety of
conversations with people who were not from their camp.

“ Of course there is a difference between boys and girls.
Families worry more about the girls. A young man can go
anywhere and his family will not worry about him. The girl...
of course her family will be worried about her. It has been
like that since our grandfathers' time until now. If we go
someplace they ask ‘Where did you go? With whom? How
did you get there? How did you get home?' ... The young man,
I will tell you, hewill manage; ‘a man will alwaysland on his
feet’, these expressions are always used by our mothers. |
mean, put him anywhere and he will manage. With young
women, she'slike a pane of glass. If it breaks, it's broken. It's
impossible to fix it. That's how it is, that is the point that our
parents always emphasize. The young men have morerights,
rights in everything, better rights than we have even in their
education. They will educate your brother. Why? Because he
will be able to leave, to travel. They will not allow you to
travel. They worry about you; they fear someone will take
advantage of you. Often this is how our parents speak.
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Sometimes they speak like this sometimes not. For strangers
... [people who do not have family in the areq] ...it is not the
same. Think of the number of [femal €] university studentswho
come to Nablus from elsewhere [in Palesting]. They do what
they want - let down their hair. They can talk to people, men.
But us, with our tradition and our morals? No, we cannot.”
- Young woman, Ein Beit I| Ma’

“To go outside the house | have to get permission from my
mother, because | only leave my house with my mother. |
stay at homeusually. | sometimes beg my mother asking when
she goesout if shewill take mejust because | want to go out
of the house for a bit. Once she saw my brother and me in
the city and asked ‘ What are you doing there yourself?" Now
I go everywhere with my mother. Anywherel go, | haveto go
with my mother. It'sokay. | guessit’sokay.” - Youngwoman,
Ein Beit Il M&

“| oncetold my mother | would like to finish my tawjihi. And |
asked her, “ And if | wanted to go abroad, would you let me?”

Shesaid“ No”, | said“ Why?” Shesaidthat“ Onewhoisfrom
here should stay here, among her family.” | said to her, “|

would not go to any place but an Arab country” , but she said
“No, impossible” . We dream however.” - Young woman, Ein
Beit Il Ma

“ My parents did not want me to go out of the country to study.
| could have gone to Russia. They didn’t want me to be among
people whose traditions and morals were different than ours.”
- Young man, Ein Beit Il Ma&

Marriage does not have a consistent effect on young women’s
perceptions of their freedom.
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“1 amfrom a very conservative family. | was not even allowed
to go to visit my aunts when | was growing up. Now that | am
married here | am free to go anywhere - and not just because |
amgoingwith all my cousinslike before” - Young woman, Jenin

“1 grew up in Toubas. My village is much more open than this
camp. | feel so constrained. So constricted here. It was so open
and free where | come from. People are so conservative here”
- Young woman, Jenin

“We haven't seen anything in our lives, we haven't been
anywhere. | was a child during the first Intifada, and | am a
young mar ried woman during the second. Between these when
I was unmarried and everything was forbidden for me as a
young woman it was just ‘go down to the store and get me a
packet of thisor that’ at the most. Now | have children and am
married and it is Intifada again. When you begin to be shy of
the young men...this is the most important thing for a young
woman. It is very important for the society to see a young
woman isrestrained. Girlsand older women have morefreedom
than young women.” - Young woman, Nur Shams

In adiscussion about computer use the following account was given:

“We go to centers. We don’t have computers in our houses.
In the centers sometimes, but not in our houses. Oh, | don't
know what he [my brother] would do to us if we used the
internet. Once | said | had a yen to see what the internet is
like and how it works. He said, “ It is just like a computer,
you sit and you turniton.” “ If it isjust like a computer, why
can't | go to the center and use the internet?” | asked. He
said, “ Thereisnot one girl who uses the internet who is not
fallen.” | said “ Why do you say fallen?” He said, “ Why do
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they go to the internet except to get to know young men.”

Some of them of course do go for research. But he has more
than one female friend [over the internet] and he has gotten
to know them and it turns out they are from our camp. He
signed off very affectionately to onegirl and then | don’t know
how hefigured out where sheissitting in the computer room
and hewrites her “ Oh daughter of good peopleyou arefrom
our camp and | am coming to see you.” He walked over to
her and said, “ | am a son of your camp and do not come to
the computer center again, that's my advice to you.” And
she said, “ What businessisit of yours?” And so on. And she
said, “ | didn't want to get to know you | thought you were a
girl.” Hesaid, “ Who do you think you are kidding? Go home,
go home or | will tell your parents.” That’s his mentality. |
don't know why, | liketo try everything. Evenif it wasmeand
it was somebody from my camp or not and whether | knew
himor not, if | want to know something | will doit, | will try
it. Even if he [my brother] doesn’t think it isa good idea, if |

feel comfortablein myself doingit, | will doit. Firstlyitisup
to meif I am comfortable with my conscience, and if | have
the blessing of my God | will do it. If | feel at peace with my
own conscience, | do what | want. | do not want to not look
for instructionsfrom peoplewho wear headscar ves [ meaning
those more socially conservative]. At our university - unlike
Najah where it makes no differenceif a girl wears or doesn't
wear [hijab] or talks to young men or doesn’t - in our
university because we are all peasants or refugee camp
people, and only a very small proportion from Nablus, when
the young men see a Nablus girl nicely dressed, in the latest
fashionswith make-up and hairdo, | mean, they makea million
assumptions about her. They chase after her until she putson



a head scarf [to ward off their attentions]. | said to themiif |
don't wear a shawl, am | blaspheming against my God? But
| am at rest with my conscience, | speak to boys | speak to
girls. I know more boys than | know girls. For one thing the
girlsaround here are jealous. If one is better than the other
in her grades or her studies, or in looks or style, they get
very jealous. As a result they begin to feel that they don't
want to have anything to do with her. So you find that you
make friends with boys more than with girls. And young men
are much more helpful, they help me much more than girls
help each other.” - Young woman, Ein Beit I| Ma

Brothers play an important role in their sisters' lives.

“ If thefather isout sometimesthe eldest brother takeshisplace
in making decisions about immediate things. But also |
under stand young men better than my father does. Sometimes
| put limits on my sisters because | know young men, how they
think [about girls], what they do.” - Young man, Askar

“ My brother does not let me go to the roof to hang laundry
without putting on my mendeel [headscarf]”. - Young
woman, Nur Shams

“My brother tells me about his girlfriends and asks me about
my opinion. But | would not tell himthings. | listen but do not
tell him things about myself. Once he told me about a woman
withwhomhe became friendsthrough theinternet. They became
friends and he said they were like brother and sister. She was
from the Emirates, and was in love with a Palestinian. He got
the man’s telephone number and called him and said that he
knew this woman, and she was very nice, and very good. He
helped them to get engaged. And | asked him, “ And if | did
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something likethis?” He shouted, “ | would kill you” . | said to
him*“ Am | not your sister and you said that she was like your
sister?” He said, “ No, no, darling, it's different, much
different.” - Young woman, Ein Beit || M&

We posed the following question to young women in Ein Beit [| Ma': “If you
think about your future, if you have female children, now or in the future, what
do you hope for them? They offered the following statements:

¢ " | hope that they are educated.”

® “Yes, they should be educated and they should become
something.”

# " Yes, she should feel that her wholelifeisin front of her, that
she can do what she wants.”

¢ “ She should know that she can make her own choices. That
the futureis hers.”

These comments obviously reflected what these women for the most part do
not have for themselves. We then asked them whether they would differentiate
between their girl and boy children.

¢ “Of course not. | will not differentiate. The girl should have
freedom, but within limits. Not complete freedom.”

¢ " Their freedomhasto be somewhat limited. e haveto protect
their education, protect them, but the best thing is that they
can love each other. To teach themto love their country, their
people, and to love the world. But the greatest thing is that
they love each other.”

¢ “| would want that my children do everything in front of me,
nothing behind my back.”
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When asked whether they do things behind their families’ backs, they [laugh
and giggle.] Not always answers one, another assures me nothing really bad
behind their parents back - “ not like real relationships for example, but maybe
that one likes someone or something. WWe don’t always see honesty or frankness
between young people and their parents.”

“ Young women are allowed to serve and not to ask. There are
many things they don’'t know. They need self awareness first
and al so knowledge about society and religion, their history...it
is really a loss, they don't know very much. They don't have
much to go on. They don’'t understand what equality could
mean.” - Psychologist, Nur Shams and Tulkarem.

“The girls say to me, how lucky you are, you don’t have to
wear a mendeel [head scarf] or a jilbab [long over-garment].
You can wear pantsand go where you want. Thisdependswhich
camp. The girls from Balata [another Nablus refugee camp]
are very different. They can go out where they want by
themselves. If a girl hereis caught out by herself, her parents
will most probably end her education. | alwaystry to help the
girlsto think about their possibilities. If thereisarock in from
of them, they always try to climb it. They never think of going
around it. I do not encourage themto do anything that will get
theminto troublewith their societies, but | dotry to get themto
think differently and to try different thingsand different tactics.”
- Socia worker, Nablus

Discrimination against Refugees

While the conflict between Palestinians and Israglisis familiar to anyone who
picksup anewspaper almost anywherein theworld, theinternal conflictsamong
Palestinians remain largely obscure. In light of the Intifada, few Palestinians
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want to talk about social divisions in the West Bank and Gaza Strip, but the
second Intifadaisnot likethefirst. It isnot popular, and the camps havefelt the
brunt of the occupation. And camp residents are acutely aware that they are
discriminated against by other Palestinians. Most acknowledge that
discrimination originates in ignorance.

“ Therewasa problemin the university. Therewasa fight between
two girls. One was from a village and one was from the camp.
They werefighting and thevillage girl was calling the other one
arefugee (in a derogatory way) a “ muhayyamji” ...

if they want to say anything bad about a village person they will
say they are uneducated or unaware. Sometimes people make
fun of the village people’s clothes. Clothes can tell you a lot
about where people arefrom.” - Young woman, Ein Beit || M&

“There is discrimination. Before, if | remember, if someone
from Nablus wanted to marry a girl fromthe refugee camp, his
family would cut himoff. Thisistill the casein someinstances.
But what has changed, maybe the young people have been to
the university and maybe our ideas are different from those of
our parents’ . - Young woman, Askar

“Ninety percent of the time no Nablus family will give their
daughter to a young man fromthe camp. Even if you have a lot of
money, thereistill discrimination.” -Young man, Ein Beit Il Ma

“In the university most of my friends are fellahin. Originally
we are fellahin from near Jaffa so they are like us. Some of us
have friends who are from Nablus, but people's attitudes do
change when you are from the camp. People do differentiate.

" Thisis aderogatory term meaning camp resident or “camper”.
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But about people who discriminate against us? It just means
that they have little understanding of the camps and our
history.” - Young man, Ein Beit I| M&

“ There are differences between the girlsin the camp and the girls
in the city. It depends upon your personality and your individual
actions, but we do have different values, traditions, and upbringing
from them. The girls in the city, their fathers are all important
people, - at least their parents are more educated - and they have
land and houses. We dress differently. e are refugees and they
don't really know what that means.” - Young woman, Nur Shams

“Thereis discrimination against people from the camp. Girls
in school used to call me‘ muhayyamji’. | do have friendsfrom
all over though. But we live in the camp, and for instance, we
are not really allowed to marry someone from Nablus city. If |
married someone from Nablus his family would say “ Come
heremuhayyamji” and not treat meverywell.” - Young woman,
Ein Beit Il Ma&

“ Because we are a small area from within the city, whatever
we do reflects on the camp. If there is a young man from the
camp who steals something and then is caught, it reflects on
the camp. He will be known as ‘the thief from Ein Beit |1 Ma” .
They will never say that about someone from Nablus city.
Everyone talks about it and then the whole camp gets a bad
reputation.” - Young man, Ein Beit I| M&

“1f we get married, there is no place for us to live. It is too
expensive to live outside the camp. Apartments in Nablus are
expensive, and when the owners hear we are from the camp,
they double the rent. It is one of the reasons why we are not
married.” - Young man, Ein Beit Il M&
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Not wanting to give the impression that Palestiniansin general are ignorant or
prejudiced, one young man said the following:

“ Palestinians are more equal to each other than other people
in other places. Thereis awareness. Despite the occupation,
despite the camps, despite all of our problems, we are
educated and aware. Look the guy who comes and sells salt
out of a bucket; he has a doctorate in chemistry.” - Young
man, Ein Beit I| Ma

The Occupation and the Refugee Camps

The lsraeli occupation entered every discussion and every topic. It was easy to
talk about and often conversationswould open with exchanging thelatest news.
The refugee camps have been very hard hit by Israeli incursions during the
current Intifada, and they also are some of the placesin which thereisthe most
resistance. This section is mostly about the effects on youth of clashes,
checkpoints, closures, curfew, arrests, assassinations, and other acts of Isragli
violence. We hope these statements can give an indication of what the occupation
feelslike on adaily basis for these young people.

There are seven peoplein my house. | amthe oldest one. | care
for everyone and | don't have a minute to rest. | work from 8
until 2 in the women's center. Then in the afternoon | don't rest
| have housework and visitors. Late at night | watch television
to rest. | worry about the youngest one. The youngest one in
the house isin his tawjihi year. He sits and tries to study but
thinks of other things. Maybe the struggle is more important
than his studies. He has no opportunity to rest or relax or do
something to empty his mind before returning to his studies.
He stays up late drinking coffee and smoking and thinking. He
isdistracted. Hefeelsno real hope or motivation to study. How
can | encourage him?” - Young woman, Jenin
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“Thereisno calm. They [thelsraelis| can't even let a wedding
happen without disruptingit. | amso frightened something will
happen. | don't like to go to the bathroom by myself; | ask my
sister to stand outside the door in casethe[lsragli] army comes.
| try not to go to the bathroomwhen | amhomealone.” - Young
woman, Nur Shams.

“We need to look at the children to seethereal [psychological]
effects of the Intifada. We need to look at what they play, at
what they draw. Have you seen their drawings? Always the
same things, flags, blood, tanks.” - Young man, Al Faraa

“ Life continues under the occupation, but not well. People study
in this situation. Girls are stuck at home and it is all the
occupation. Tanks, bullets...| can't concentrate, | can't even
sleep. How are we supposed to study? Teachers are stuck
[because of checkpoints] and can't get to class, and they killed
someone on the morning of the tawjihi examination.
Concentration? Forget it! Everyone is affected.” - Young
woman, Nur Shams

“Inthe current situation, men are loosing carefor anything.
They say to me that they don’t care about things anymore. At
least thisiswhat they say to me. The pressure on the women
makes them [the women] anxious. They say they are sick,
they feel faint, their legsdon’t hold them, and they don’t want
to go out, they are afraid to go to the W.C. by themselves.
Onemarried woman tells me shejust wantsto see her mother,
to go home and be with her mother and feel safe. People are
turning back to things that make themfeel comfortable - the
things fromtheir childhood for example. Even | find myself
writing in pencil as | used to do in school. | find it
comforting.” - Social worker, Nablus
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“There are no health facilities in the camps. No ambulance.
Sometimes if thereis an emergency when the I sraelis close the
roads it will take over a day to bring an ambulance into the
camp to evacuate someone. No doctors can come to the camp
when theroads are closed. Sometimesif the soldiersareafraid
of an attack they don't let anybody through the checkpoints no
matter what. People die you know.” - Young man, Al Faraa

“ Each of us[in the discussion group] has at least one family
member in prison. My brother isin prison. Once a month we
talk to him. My mother cries. How can | help her? | feel
handicapped... There are checkpoints. My sister lives in the
next village, Toubas. It's been a year we haven't seen her or
our cousins there. We are too afraid of the roads.” - Young
woman, Jenin

“Toubas is the nearest town. It is 3 kilometers away. Thisis
where we go to finish high school. Very often thereare soldiers
on theroads. It costs one and a half shekels'? each way to take
transportation. If there are soldiers and it takes longer it can
cost up to five shekels®. If you study at Najah in Nablus you
havetowalk over threekilometer sthrough the mountains. They
closed the camp for the tawjihi exams this year; the students
had many problems reaching the town to take them.” - Young
woman, Al Faraa

“| don't have a proper identity card so it is difficult for me to
risk going to high school in Toubasif there are soldiers on the
roads. And if | go, | am often latefor classes. My parents don’'t

2 Approximately $0.33 US.
3 Approximately $1.10 US.
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likemeto comehomelate, but | doif | haveto avoid the soldiers.
Sometimes | come home and it is already dark. The soldiers
are less harsh with the schoolchildren. They don’'t need IDs. |
am not very big, so sometimes | try to hide among the young
school children who are coming home fromthe town.” - Young
woman, Al Faraa

“1 used to cover my face with a veil. The soldiers made melift
it three times on the way to study at university. | decided it
wasn't worth it. | now just wear a headscarf, | don’t cover my
face.” - Young woman, Al Faraa

“1 have three brothers in prison. We don’t know what will
happen. We are always afraid. A missile could kill us at any
time. People have to come here and see what is really going
on. To see the situation. One time we were going somewhere
and there was a tank on the main street. \We took a side street
but a stone pierced the bottom of the car and we lost all of the
petrol. And we were standing on the street and the tank came.
| have never been so scared.” - Young woman, Jenin

“It is difficult when a man goes to prison. It is difficult for
their family aswell. Afriend of mineis 32 and heisin prison.
| talk to him on the phone. He is in administrative detention.
He has no idea when he could get out. He had just gotten
engaged when he was arrested. Now he isworried whether he
should make his fiancée wait until heisout of prison or let her
marry someone else if she asks. If heisin prison for seven
years, if he comesout, thatisalong timeto ask a girl to wait.”
- Young man, Ein Beit Il Ma&

“The young people don't have a life; they either want to end
theirs or dream of leaving. They see so many images of life

-63-



outside. They want to learn how to drive, meet girls, relax,
hang out. Nothing different from any other young man. Asone
young man told me “ | want to live in my land freely, not just
watch the Israelis take our land, destroy our property, arrest
us and ask us to show them our hands so they can see if they
are dirty fromthrowing stones”.” - Social worker, Nablus

“ Can | speak frankly? The biggest problem for young men is
the fear of failing. Not finding the appropriate house, woman,
work...etc. This is all tied to the occupation. The first and
biggest problem is the occupation. It is not our society.”
Young man, Askar

“ You can seethe daily psychological stressthese young people
are subjected to. They have so many of the symptoms of Post
Traumatic Stress Disorder: little valuefor life or death, senses
of isolation, loss of weight, lack of concentration...and so on. |
have not found one young person in these camps who is not
suffering from a form of PTSD. It has a snowballing effect.
And there is little support or encouragement for them at this
age. We have to look at why these youth are so unmotivated.”

- Psychologist, Nur Shams and Tulkarem

“We are not afraid of the Israelis. The soldiers come and beat
us and we are not afraid, they shoot us and we are not afraid.
We are not afraid of being beaten, being shot or being arrested.
We are not even afraid of being killed. What we are afraid of is
failure.” - Young man, Ein Beit || Ma&

“ A young man has to be confident and capable, but in this
situation he is not able to do anything. No chance to do
anything. No chance at success. We cannot even go anywhere.
Look at the roads. We just play cards.” - Young man, Al Faraa
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“This Intifada is different because it focuses on the camps.
Most of the martyrs are from the camps, most of the prisoners
are from the camps, most of the suicide bombers are from the
camps. There is a reason for this. While the rest of society
continues with its life, we always feel the occupation in the
camps. The occupation stays in the camps whether it is 1948,
1967, 1995 or today. We are still living in camps. We are the
most affected by occupation from generation to generation.
The sense of occupation staysin the campsand with usalways.”

- Young man, Ein Beit || Ma&

Project |deas

A large reason for compiling the statements and stories of young peoplein the
refugee camps of the northern West Bank was to provide material to help in
project planning. In this section we present their perspectiveson the availability
of resources, and programs, current activities, decision-making, local attitudes,
and ideas that youth have for future projects as well as their experiences.

“ Thereisa problemwith authority over one’'sown decisions
when we live in such close quarters. There is no personal
space. When everyone fromthe family isin your faceall the
timeitisvery difficult to make your own decisions sometimes.
It isdifficult to use or even find your own judgment. And in
our society the elders are always right. On the other hand,
we did something here. We decided to make a student’s
council in the camp. We sat around and planned it and we
did it, see here we are. And we do things. We run the after
school tutoring program for children. But generally
speaking, we, as youth, are not encouraged to partake in
things. We are just supposed to do what we are supposed to
do.” - Young man, Ein Beit Il Ma
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“We have so much freetime. Any programthat we could benefit
from would be great. Creative writing. Anything to get away
fromthe [political] situation.” - Young woman, Jenin

“With the new curriculum children are taking English and
computer classes from their first year in school. We want to
take the things we missed. My brother’s children ask me
questions | don't know the answers to. They work very hard.
We could use a real women's club with a good library, a
swimming pool, computers, sports equipment... | don’t know.
Sowewouldn’t have missed things. We have to know computers.
Our children need to know computers and we cannot help
them.” - Young woman, Jenin

“Wehaveour valuesand our traditions here. Many young women
cannot participate in local programs or training even if it is
only for women. We can’t go anywhere in the evening. And some
familiesbarely let girlsout of the house. Peoplearen't very open,
even in my family. Some people keep their girls in the house
from the age of twelve.” - Young woman, Nur Shams

“1f I go too often to the Women's Center, the neighbours will
come to my parents and ask me why | have to leave the house
all the time. Everybody has to know everything. | think cities
aremore open. But it isnot as conservative asthevillageshere
in the camp” - Young woman, Al Faraa.

“We go to the university, to the youth club or hang out on the
streets. Most of the places in the city that one can go to are
only for families. When we were small we played in the streets,
now we hang out on the streets. e are still on the streets.
When we have no work we hang out on the streets, and when
we are old men we will sit with our argiles [water pipes or
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“ hubble-bubbles’ | onthe streets. Wewill spend our wholelife
on the streets.” - Young man, Ein Beit || M&

“1 had a problem when | started participating in training
programs at the center. My family - especially my brothers -
gave mea hardtime. | explained to themthat | just went to the
Women's Center and came straight back. | didn’t go anywhere
else. | told themthat | just wanted to improve myself and maybe
benefit others. Now it's okay” - Young woman, Al Faraa

“1 took a course in First Aid in Zababdeh from one in the
afternoon until five. People helped me to do this. Helped my
parents to trust me [to go that far]. Whether we talk to our
parents or not there has to be trust between us.” - Young
woman, Al Faraa

“It's better to eat bread than have programs. e have scouts.
Savethe Children hasa few programs. Summer camps, gender
issues, early marriage, First Aid, communications, democracy.
Those types of programs have been here. But we have no
organizations that are consistently active. There are
organizations in Toubas and other places, but not here. There
are 6,500 peoplein the camp, fifty people cameto a conference
on early marriage.” - Young man, Al Faraa

“What we would like as a project is for thelocal council to do
a statistical survey of the whole camp. But there is no money
and no local organization will support it. Imagine, we get a
specialist, he trains a group of us, and we work together and
publish a report that includes every house in the whole camp.
So we know how many people arereally here. How many people
are needy, sick, in school, everything. So we know who we are.
Not someone elsetelling us.” - Young man, Al Faraa
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“ If we had a vocational training center inthe camp, iron work,
electrical work with some kind of international certification,
everyone would benefit. It could provide work we could do
here in the camp even. There is no such place in the whole
area. And there is no road to go even to Jenin. This[closure]
is going beyond temporary. And we are sitting idle. What do
we do to occupy ourselves? Wewalk in the streets... if we can.”
- Young man, Al Faraa

“1 have two things to say. Firstly, many projects target educated
peoplein the camp and alienate the uneducated. There should be
more vocational or work training projects. More small enterprise
projects. But note that there isa danger in these projects aswell.
Both types segregate the educated and uneducated youth.
Secondly, most projects are intended to build our capacities, and
few take into account that we have very few opportunities for
recreation and relaxation. Activities could be cultural ones. And
they could serveto integrate all members of our community. For
instance, starting a young men’s debke group would be great, a
football club, or offering artistic activities. Tabletennis, billiards,
building a café on the roof of the club where we could gather. All
of these, we dream about.” - Young man, Ein Beit Il Ma

“ Projects and programs always target the same group. Thisis
partially the fault of the programs themselves, but also the
traditions of the community. It is easier for centers and clubs
and organizations to bring together groups they have already
convened rather than recruit new membersand participants. Also
for young women there are very few families that allow their
women to go outside the house. When a husband or father allows
his daughter or wife to attend programs or training, people will
think sheistrying to prove something. They think that she thinks
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sheisbetter than other people. And they think that sheis strong.
Stronger than her husband, or father or brother. Awoman should
always be under the control of her brother, her husband, or her
father in the society. Of course there is a problem of (political)
parties in the camp. Certain neighbourhoods or families are
considered to be only belonging to one party. Certain services
are provided only to party members. Families also fear a young
woman or a young man might get caught up in politicsif he or
she goes to a certain center or house. Or they fear that they
might be in the wrong place in the wrong time and get wounded
or arrested or something.” - Socia worker, Nablus

Last Words

The camps are home for this generation. Some of the youth like the life in the
camp. Others can’t wait to leave.

“ The camp isgood. Peopl e stand by each other. When someone
dies they stand by his family. In good and in bad we stand by
each other.” - Young woman, Askar

“1 don't like the camp. Everyoneisin everyone else's business.
| could relax if | left the camp. | want to leave and never come
back. | would like to go somewhere and open a little salon”

- young woman, Nur Shams

“The whole camp is like a family. | likeiit. | feel it ismy land,
my country, my camp. Maybe the young men want to get out,
but | want to stay.” - Young woman Nur Shams

There is a very close feeling in the camp. It is like a family.
Everyone knows everyone. Everybody helps everybody else.
Everyone shares in all events. If there is a funeral, everyone
fromthewhole camp attends. - Young woman, Ein Beit || Ma
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olicy Recommendations

The policy recommendations bel ow arose out of the conversationswith youth
over the course of this research and are drawn from and supported by the
experiences of the young men and women who contributed their thoughtsto
this report. Above the young people discussed a great number of their
concerns and here, more concretely, they point us in the direction of their
solutions. The recommendations given here are organized to reflect the
structure of the previous section.

Housing in the Camps
¢ Work to provide appropriate housing for refugees

+ Create appropriate and appropriately equipped local study areasfor youth
in refugee camps.

# Establish play areas for children in the camps either through renovating
existing vacant areas, devel oping agreementswith local schools or other
existing resources, or even by equipping the roofs of certain buildings as
playgrounds if they are suitable.

# Advocate for the development of appropriate emergency and medical
response equipment designed to penetrate the camps sometimes less-
than-meter-wide streets.

¢ Encourage innovative (and hygienic!) animal husbandry projects
possibly exploring models for urban agriculture and sustainable
livelihoods.
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The Economic Situation

+ Create job opportunities for young men and women through devel oping
the Pal estinian economy.

¢ Develop innovativeincome generation projectsfor the centersthat serve
youth such as cafes.

¢ Establish appropriate local vocational apprenticeships, training, and
workshops that meet local market needs.

¢ Work to increase and support the number of small businesses and
household economy projects especially among young women.

¢ Establish university student -run tutoring programsfor children that would
not only benefit needy children but possibly provide an opportunity for
job-creation programs for youth.

¢ Encourage the independence of the Pal estinian economy while reducing
dependence upon Israeli goods.

¢ Encourage employers to offer internship, mentoring, and volunteer
programs'.

¢ Develop and enforce transparent job hiring procedures.
Early Marriage

¢ Enforce laws concerning legal marriage age.

¢ Hold campaigns to discourage early marriage.

+ Offer training to young women who married early so they can develop
their skills.

¢ Permit married women to attend government school sand free programs
through which they and other young women can study and register for
the tawjihi.
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¢ Encourage young women (and men!) to complete their tawsjihi.

+ Offer programsto encourage the economic independence of young women.

Education

¢ Encourage UNRWA to extend its educational services through the end
of high school.

¢ Develop free educational programs for people who would like to return
to school after the age of eighteen.

¢ Offer counseling to young people as well as programming to help them
in career choices and decision-making.

& Offer subsidies for student supplies at all levels of elementary, middle,
and high school.

¢ Offer English courses.
& Offer tawjihi support classes.

¢ Raise awareness among parents about the importance and benefits of
young people finishing high school.

¢ Provideeasy accessto librariesand quite study areasfor both men and women.

# Increase scholarshipsfor studentsin need or devel op afree governmental
higher education system.

Values, I nequality, and the Relationships between the Sexes

+ Involve siblings (brothers and sisters) in programming together as an
effective strategy to improve the attendance of women whose families
are more socially conservative.

# Insure that there are adequate appropriate and accessible resources for
both young men and women.
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# Increasethe availability of, or provide sustained counseling for youthin
schools and local community centers.

# Encouragein-depth discussion groups among the youth to discussrelevant
social issues and encourage mediated discussion or workshops with
parents and community leaders about these issues.

¢ Hold acampaign to break down the stigma of consulting a psychologist
or social worker.

* Equalize the opportunities of accessto activitiesfor young men and young
women in programs of all sorts.

# Provide sufficient, accessible, appropriate, and equal recreational,
training, and gathering places for young men and women (even if

separately).

¢ Develop effective strategies for increasing the number of participant
women in community activities.

¢ Conduct workshops on gender issues in Palestinian society.
Discrimination against Refugees

¢ Create opportunities for youth from different communities to
communicate in structured and productive ways.

¢ Network youth organizations from different communities.
¢ Raiseawarenesswithin Pal estinian society about the history and situation

of the refugee camps in the West Bank.

The Occupation and the Refugee Camps
¢ Develop channel sthrough which young people can effectively participate
in raising awareness about the effect of the Israeli occupation on them
and their lives.
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¢ Educate young people about their history and political situation and
comparable experiences around the world.

¢ Equip young people with knowledge and advocacy skills so that they
can promote the interests and needs of their communities.

General

# Increase awareness in Palestine and abroad about the specific problems
facing refugee camps and their residents, especially those that are more
isolated from major cities or towns.

# Increase the cooperation between local centers, organizations, and
institutions to maximize existing resources.

¢ Encourage open discussions between generations through the
development of inclusive and participatory programming.

# Establish gathering places where young people can meet and exchange
ideas that are approved by the local communities.

¢ Encourage the development of healthy recreational areas in or near the
camps for use by people of all ages.

¢ Providerecreationa activities (such assports, arts, dance...etc.) for young
men and women so they can try to recapture some of the youth they feel
they havelost.

4 Encourage and support youth-run projects.
# Integrate youth concerns into national policy-making efforts.

# Insurethat young people are actively involved in local decision-making
processes.
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tories

Below we present the stories of youth to give a sense of their situations as
individuals. They introduce themselves and we allow the reader to draw his or
her own conclusions from their thoughts and experiences.

A young man from Ein Beit || M&

“We are nine. | am the oldest. There are four girls and five boys. | used work
for UNRWA but my work with them finished in December. | worked doing field
work for them and saved money. And now for four months | have not had any
work. At the same time | am not in the university. | should have finished in
September. | study administration and finance. | don’'t know what to do. | am
not in school and not working. One of my problems is that | am the oldest
[mal€e] inthe family after my father died. Most of the children are younger and
in school. There is one brother who is 22. | can't leave them to find work.
Maybe | could find a job elsewhere which would earn some money, but then |
couldn’t take care of them. | could send them money, but money isn’t everything.
| am afraid for them.

The youngest child in our house is 8 years old and then | have a sister who
is 25. | am the oldest, 27. All of them are in school except two who don't
work. | earned a diploma [2 year] in sociology at Al - Najah University in
1996. | tried to continue, | wanted to finish my studiesand get a BA, but this
was a problem [economic] of course, so | worked. | saved money for the
household. This helped. The Intifada broke out. | got a job for a year with
the UN. This was good work. | went back and registered in the university.
When | registered in the university | felt really overwhelmed; | didn't
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remember everything | had studied before, | didn't want to lose the year
and a half | had already finished at the Open University [towards a BA],
and because of the [political] situation | didn’t really know how | could
finish. It's very difficult.

My 25- year-old sister, sheworksin a nursery school. She graduated from high
school with a tawjihi certificate. If she were a college graduate maybe she
would get 1,200 NIS a month, but with just the tawjihi one gets only between
500 and 600 NIS a month. She used to get 700 NIS, but now because of the
political situation she gets maybe 400 NIS** a month, maybe a bit less. Thisis
what she does. The tawjihi was hard for her. And now her money is the only
earnings that support the whole family.

| have another sister studying for her tawjihi. And then there isthe 22 year old
brother who left school without passing histawjihi four yearsago. Thereisno
work for him now. There used to be work with the Palestinian Authority in
control, there was work. Now with this Intifada there is nothing. When the
situation was better it wasn't a problem. There was work for him. It was good
work, it was fine. Now thereis nothing. My certificate, it is not enough. There
is no work now. Only for the highly educated. So you see just one of us is
working. 400 shekels a month. That is not enough for ten to live on.

Thereisnot even any daily labour for me or my brother to do. Inthe West Bank,
nothing. And we can't get to Israel any more. |srael closed itself to anyone from
here...Look at our society. It is small but it is educated. And there are many
young people in our society. If in every house there are a couple of students,
university or primary or elementary school students, and if every household is
depending on one or two people to bring in income and there may or may not
be work, it's a problem.

141,200 NIS is approximately equivalent to $265.00 US, 500 NIS is about $110.00 US and 600
NISisabout $132 US, 700 NISisabout $154.00 US and 400 NIS exchanges at about $88.00 US.
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| have been responsible for the family for two years now on my own [ since our
father died]. | amnow in my second year of university. | should finish thisyear,
but because of the political situation and my family's position, | could not take
all the hoursin the semester. In the Open University, it's not like Najjah. Most
students don't carry a full load of classes. | take classes as | can afford them.
And if | want to work, | have to leave my schedule open during work hours.

| agree with what my friend said the other day, even though we are not old yet,
we are not like other youth, youth in the rest of the world working for our own
futures, we are working for the futures of our younger siblings or our children
if we will have them. We don't really have opportunities. My two youngest
siblings, they are very clever in school. All my growing up, | wanted a computer,
and even now | don’'t have one. | hopethat they get one soon. | want to buy them
a computer so that they can go learn everything, and do well in their studies,
and so that they can go to school and feel asthough they are students. Students
like all other students.

My parentswere not educated at all. They didn't learn English. | studied English
at school and I am okay in reading and writing. | hope | can help my younger
siblingsin English, at least encourage them and help them until they are a bit
older. | hope that by the time they are twenty they have a sound knowledge of
English, better than | have. Maybe with a diploma and English, they can find
work easily.

Things were hard when | was young as well. When | was finishing high school,
| was given a shekel every day for lunch. During the break | would be hungry.
| would haveto choose, do | spend the shekel and buy two hal f-sandwichesthat
cost a shekel, or do | buy a half-sandwich and some biscuits If | bought the two
half-sandwiches | would be satisfied, if | bought only one half, | wouldn't be
full but I would have something to sweeten my mouth.

My sister who isin her final year of high school, studying for her tawjihi, |
can't just give her one shekel a day. Transportation alone costs two and a half
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shekels. Every day | give her five shekels™. It'salot. If sheisto love school she
must go everyday feeling like a human being, feeling asthough sheis one of the
girls, like all the rest of the students. So every day | give her five shekels, but |
remind her that | used to get only one.

When | wasin school though thereweren't as many differences between the students.
The main difference that the boys drew was between who was from the city and
who was from the camp. Of all the kids from the camp, maybe the only difference
was some of us would get one and a half shekels for lunch and other would get
only one. Life for those from the city was easier than it was for us. e kept our
distance. Each to themselves, those from the camp and those from the city.

| hope the situation doesn’t get worse than this. | hope it gets better. | hope my
younger siblings finish their BA's easily.

| wanted to study for four years, but | couldn’t because | had to help my family.
So | studied and quickly earned a two-year diploma and went to work. But even
when | studied it was easier than it isnow. Our weekends started on \Wednesday
night, Thursday and Fridayswe had off. | would |eave university on Wednesday
and work in Israel on Thursday and Friday. When | would return to school on
Saturday | would have a check in my pocket for 300 NISor 600 NIS . | would
work in construction in Netanya or Ramat Gan sometimes Tel Aviv. | could live
through the following week taking care of all my expenses and never having to
ask my mother or father for anything. | was pleased that | could actually give
them money. | could spend money on a friend if they needed it. Buy a shirt,
trousers. It was good to earn money while | was in university. e could get
good work. But sometimes if there was an opportunity to work in a bank or for
alawyer locally we would takeit. Less money, but it wasrelated to our studies.
It gave us experience.

1525 NISisabout $0.55 USand 5 NISis approximately $1.10 US.
16 Approximately $66.00 or $132.00 US.
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The student’s council:

The council isstill young. We started two yearsand four monthsago. | ama member
of the administrative board. We wanted to do something in the camp mainly because
of the occupation. There is a big problem in the camp. The problem is with the
school students themselves. It is difficult to be a student during this period of
occupation. e go often to the [local] school and bring them [the students] to the
council and work with them. Whether the students are at grade level or not, they are
all having problemsin school because of the situation. They are all burdened by it.

Yesterday we went and spoketo thelocal [boys'] school principal. It isnot easy
to get these students to learn. Not all of them, some of them do well in their
studies, but maybe we have 150 - 200 students and there are 60 or 70 who
haven't learned anything. Some of them don't know how to write their name
even. Wejust try to teach these students the basics. How to read and write. It's
not easy, and there are probably many more, but we just concentrate on these
60 or 70 boys. Then let them go off knowing a bit more. Having a bit more
direction. Maybe it will help them eventually to learn a trade. At least it keeps
them off the streets. It may keep them from dropping out of school. Let them
benefit from something, learn. Let them come and try to learn for half a day.

If | were a 14-year-old boy and hanging out on the streets, having dropped out
of school. | might not feel asthough | have any responsibilities, but | also may
stay hanging out on the streetsfor another twenty years. Sometimesit isdifficult;
we have to go to the families to encourage themto send their children to school
andto our program. The families can be more of the problemthan their children.
Many aren’t giving their children any encouragement. The kids have to take
care of themselves. Neither the mother nor the father tellsthemto go to school,
they don’t push them. They say they want themto go to school, but many parents
would take their kids out of school at sixteen anyway to go to work with them
and help support the family.

My mother she helps my siblings with all their homework. She can manage
until about 7t grade. She tries to understand everything, even the English. |
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help themaswell. | have reached a point where | don't have the wherewithal to
live; | mean thereis some money, but no extra. e can’t send the kidsto special
tutorsfor help. The new curriculumis harder as well. But the kids like it. The
books are highly coloured, there are pictures. Everything helps.

I livein the upper part of the camp. It differs from the middle of the camp and the
lower camp. The peoplein the upper camp are more educated than the rest. Once
with the council we went to the lower camp to search for studentsto participatein
the program. e only found one. In the university there are very very few students
from the lower camp. | don't know the reason for this exactly. | think it has
something to do with where we all came from when we became refugees. In the
upper camp we are mostly from Jaffa [a formerly prosperous Palestinian port
city]. Inthelower camp | don’t know where they are from, but froma town Yazour
maybe. They are all relatives and live next to each other and know each other.

When | come homein the afternoons, after the after-school program, | come home
to the house. Thereisno placeto go. Seven, eight, nine o’ clock, | amsitting in the
house. Where is there for me to go? If | sit on the doorstep of the house | feel as
though | have gone out somewhere. In summer we used to sit outside on the roof
and drink tea. But not now, thereis a bit of fear from the area above the camp*”.

| have a room on the roof that we are building. | live in that. My family lives
below in two bedrooms, all nine of them. Thereisaroomfor my brothers, and a
room for my sisters and mother. And there is one sister who lives with my
grandmother on ancther floor because my grandmother isailing. Sheisold. My
uncle'shouseison thefirst floor, and they, like us, are nine. On the second floor,
my grandmother and uncle’'s family are five. On the third floor my other uncle
made two apartments and then there is us. | hope to complete the fourth floor
when | have a family. Make room for me and my brothers. But then there is
family that works abroad and when they come with their families and use their
apartmentswe have over 60 peoplein thebuilding. We are generally at least 25.

170On the top of the mountain behind the camp thereis an Israeli military installation.
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We have relatives in Lebanon, Denmark, America, and Norway. Emirates all
over. When | was younger | worked for a while in the Emirates but returned
after six months.

A family member became ill. She got an infection. They say it came from the
neighbours goats. They keep them on the roof because thereis no roomhere. Two
weeks she was sent to Jordan for a cure. She went to the bridge 15 minutes before
closing. They returned her to Jericho hospital. She was worn down. She became
amartyr at 6 o’ clock the next morning. There was a young woman with her who
also died in Jericho because she didn’t reach Jordan and could return to Nablus.

Many have the same problem. There are many in the camp who suffer without
jobs, no health support. There is no real support from the university. | need
more hours to be able to get a scholarship. There is a scholarship to go to
France, but even if | got it | would not want to go. If | went to France | would
haveto learn French that would be another two yearsjust |earning the language
well. | would get a better education there, but it would take longer and | would
be afraid to be leaving my family. | don't think | can do that although | would
benefit more than studying here even in the same subject” .

A young woman from Ein Beit || Ma’

“My mother loves education. All 8 of us are educated. 4 boys. And 4 girls. She
doesn’'t want any of usto marry early. We all have to have a BA, whether weare
boys or girls. After a BA she thinks we have to look at our lives and decide for
ourselves. Towork, to marry, to do anything, she has a democratic outlook; we
should do what we want after that.

We have an [student activities] officein the university. She knows that we are
young men and women who have activities together. For her it's okay, it's
normal. She knows that each one goes out and does her work, what she is
doing. She knows | have friends male and female, and | tell her about them.
Thereareother familiesthat don't liketheir daughter sto have any malefriends.
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It's not for any other reason than they are afraid for them. Afraid that the
young men might take advantage of them. But with me it is fine. But in the
university for example, the young men from the camp don'’t like to see me
talking to a young man, it bothers them. It doesn’t bother me because | tell
them my family knows | have male friends and | have the freedomto do as |
see fit. And sometimes | bring them to meet my family and sometimes my
brothers talk to them on the phone. My brothers are educated and aware.
They don't have a problemwith it. Thereistrust and openness between us,
we are all older, we are not young. e are mature.

| haven't sensed any discrimination in the university against girls from the
camp, by either the professors or the other students. Maybe other girls have
different experiences, but | have not seen anything like this...But there is a
differencein the way peopletreat young women. In the university the professor
will push the male students and say study, work but not the girls. It's the same
thing in school. They push the boys and are nice to the girls.

In the classes, the young women talk more. The young men are all grouped in the
back of the room silently by themselves. The women sit in front or in the middle
and answer the questions. The young men listen to the young women and watch
them and decide which onesthey like. They [the young men] are shy, but if a girl
answers a question incorrectly or asks a bad question they correct her.

I amin my second year in university. | am studying accounting. | chose this field
because | will have a future with a degree in this field. This field has lots of
possibilities. Maybe | don't want to marry, or my husband dies, or if the situation
islike the present situation and my husband cannot work, | can still get ajob. | can
get ajob and find my own freedom and myself. | can beindependent. | canworkiin
any place, a business, an organization, a ministry, or if | have to in the house.

My eldest sister studiedin Jordan, My brother isgettingan MAin aviation, and
has a diploma in computer networking. | have another brother who studies
hotel administration and tourismin Egypt. Another brother studied computer
programming, and | have a brother who works.



| went to more than one school. Until 6th grade | went to the UNRWA school in
the camp. Then for middle school | left to attend a school in Nablus. Then | went
to high school at Jamal Abdul Nasser School, and tawjihi in another school.
When | wassmall | didn’t like school. The style of teaching among the teachersin
theschool | didn't like because there was blatant inequality in the treatment of the
girlsfromthe camp and the girls from Nablus. When | first went to school therel
was in seventh grade, | made a fuss because of it, and there was a fight between
the girls from the camp and the girls from Nablus. They would say that the girls
from the camp were not clean and well behaved. That they don't study. They have
these stereotypes. When we got to know each other, we became friends. And some
of by dearest friends are girls from Nablus from that year in school. Some have
gotten married and still come and visit me in the camp. e used to go shopping
together and even chose the same hats and scarves. In high school it was the
same thing all over again because it was a new school. But the teachers were
good and we liked them and we liked the subjects and we did well in them. They
didn’t discriminate and girlscamefromall over to go to that school. Theteachers
treated us normally and that was good for our spirits. It was different from here.
Hereitisn't so. Thetawjihi inthisschool, | hated it. That'swhy | never studied for
it. | didn’'t think | would pass and graduate. The school principlewasterrible; she
said bad things about us. When we first came to the school, we didn’'t want to be
transferred to it but we had to because of the situation. It wasthefirst year of this
new Intifada and that that's why we moved to this school [it was closer]. She
wasn't very welcoming, she said if you don't like this school why did you come
here and anyway you are “ muhayyamjiyeh” and things like that. She would
badmouth us and ask us why we came and we would say we came not for the
school but because we want to study. The teachers used to differentiate between
their girls and us newcomers. But despite this we all passed.

When they [the I sraglis] started to shell the schools... [ The teachers]...instructed
us how to protect ourselves. The upper floor would go down into the stairwell.
e were told not to stand in front of the windows and to crouch down in the
corners. It's close to here to the camp. The schoal is close to the school. Jamal
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isinthecity, far fromhere, and the streets are wide and there are tanks and such
like. Here it is easier. [When there were invasions]... we could walk home in
small groupstogether. And thefire department and the Emergency Medical Teams
came to train us for example what to do when a girl is choking on tear gas.

Ontheway to university there are streets between us[the camp] and the university
and the [Israeli] tanks pass through there. There are a number of schools on
these streets. And the schoolchildren go into the streets. They [the Israelis] tend
to pass by the schools, then they shoot at the youngsters. And the school children,
they see something big, in their handsthey have stones. They want to do something
about it, and they don’t find anything except for these stones.

Oncein the university, and we were in our classes and people began to say there
was a curfew and no one was allowed to move on the streets. You should have
seen the atmosphere in the university. Everyone came out [ of their classesto go
home] and it almost |ooked like a demonstration. Asfor the tanks, as soon asthey
saw usthey began to shoot at us. Where did we hide? We went into the neighbouring
shops and locked ourselves inside them for safety. e started to call our parents,
but thelines cut. We didn't know fromwhere to tel ephone, which scared my friends.
They were scared of being shot. One of my friends, they shot at her, they didn't hit
her but they shot at her between her feet. She fainted. She didn’t know what to do.
Shestarted to cry. And her house ison Amman Street - on the other side of the city
near Askar Camp - that street is very frightening. They [the Israeli army] closeit
often. She probably arrived home at sunset - around five or six in the evening -
and weleft university at noon. But it was a good day even though it wasfrightening.

Another day wewereleaving university, and they [ srali soldiers] occupied a nearby
building, sowe hid intheinsurance building next door. Therewasalot of shooting.
I just put my head out of the window [to see what was happening] and a bullet came
whizzing by my head and lodged in the sign of theinsurance building. And thistank
was below and we wanted to go home... [We went out the back] to take a taxi from
a different road, a detour where there were no tanks. But then when we |eft the
building we found many other tanks and a lot of shooting. And there was blood.
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One man was hit in the head and his head split open. | felt very dizzy immediately.
Therewasa doctor who gave us something to smell to keep us fromfainting. We |l eft
the insurance building and went into another building. And there were other tanks
there and they were shooting. The shops were all shuttered and there was no place
to go. Thetanks eventually left and we went home. Therewere many injured in front
of us. One in his back...lots of injuries... another in his chest - it was all blown
apart. Many were injured in front of us. The ambulances were there. Of course |
was looking from the window. | wasn’t going out. | was backing away.

Inthenight | don’t study. Only in thedaytime. For a start, at night if the Israelis see
a lit room they could shoot at it. Anything that requires light we don't do. In the
daytime, before | go to university, | have some time, | study. | pray [the pre-dawn
prayers] and then sleep a little, and then | have two hours to study. They say that
morning study is productive and | study during this time. When | return from
university intheafternoon, | sit, rest alittle, and then thereistime, | light the lamps
until about ten and study. If there are planes or anything we turn out the lights.

Of course our gradesarelower than they were before. Therenot much studying
going on. We follow the news all day long, we listen toit. Before it was better.
Wewould get up at three and what you studied early in the morning would stay
in your head. It's different than study during the day time. Of course you
concentrate but it is not the same.

The planes still come and of course we are frightened. A missile hit our
neighbours house. It'svery closeto us. | will show it to you. And many houses
have been demolished. Two people were killed and their houses were
demolished. Their families had to move elsewhere.

There is one who was going to get engaged the same day they blew up his
house. He said [to his fiancée] “ you don’t bring me good luck” , and he broke
the engagement because he did not have a house in which to live any more.

The camps take more damage than the city. The army focuses more on the
refugees. They shoot at them. | think they want them to leave, to expel them.
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More people die fromthe camps - even from starvation and sickness. Many die
in the camps. The targets are the camps, Balata, Askar, Ein...they have many
martyrs, many have died.

We areliving on land which is not ours. We are refugees. \WWe don't have property,
land, houses. We are eight in the house. Threeroomsonly. Thisisnot big compared
to other houses. We are forced to build up - on top of each other. Peoplelivein the
same house, the whole family. They can't move to a new house. They stay in the
same house, with the same things, the same place. It is very crowded. Thereisno
space between one house and the next. The sun can't shinein. Thereisnot enough
proper ventilation. You have seen the alleyways. No light reachesinto the rooms.

Of course, money brings some things. It can get you out of the camp. And then
you could give your house to people who need it. But there is never enough
money to start a project, a business. You remain a worker, a labourer. You can't
start anything big. There are not many who are educated because there is not
much money. They say to you get up and work; it's not a matter of diploma. If it
bringsin money, well and good. Aslong as you bring money you’ re okay. But to
be educated and not bring in money you'll stay as you are, nothing will change.

When they refer to us as refugee camp people, of courseit hurtsmeinside very
much. | think,

| amjust like you, a student, | am like you | might even dress like you, and | may
even dress better than you. e have to make a good impression. So that when they
[the Nablus peopl €] speak about usthey haveto say that we study, we are educated,
we work, we brought back life to this city, we have built many things here, and we
haveworked in thiscity. We areliving in the same place. e come froma city, and
if it had not been a good place the live, the Jews would not have come and taken
it fromuslong ago. e could not live in the same level aswe had lived before. We
had many orange groves, big houses, and we earned good money. And wewerein
a position to employ the people from our city to come and work in our groves as
labourers. So why do you then speak about us asif we are very different fromyou
and as if we had never lived the way you live now. Why do you speak this way?
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Why do you have this attitude? We were friends. I’ ve seen your house, visited it.
The camp is even better than the old city [of Nablus] which isdark. Hereis a bit
better. Just as you say painful thingsto me | can say painful thingsto you. In the
old days, people from Nablus, from the well-known old families, used to come on
their donkeys to work for us, and to earn a pittance... So why do you speak of us
inthisway? If you knew who we were you wouldn't speak thisway. If you saw the
way we used to live you wouldn’t say such things.

We made a filmof our village, Yazour near Yaffa. We have a filmwhich saysthisismy
uncle's house, this is the house of relatives, here's the coffee house that we made,
here's the mosque, the orange grove, and here is the road. They filmed everything.
The cemetery and the keys of the house we lived in. In the house where my family
lived there is now a Jewish family. A complete film, they filmed the village and its
houses. And of course there are the memories of my mother and my grandmother.
And all thetime they sit and talk about the village. That therewasa big fig tree and
we used to feed all the neighbours fromit. And in the groves, the Jews used to come
and work the land. They had given them asylum and allowed themto live among us.
They would tell usabout the old days and what they used to do and eat. How the food
was different than it istoday. There were no chemicals, things were different then.

Things are very different now. You can't go into the street. You can't go out into the
gardens and see some green. You can’'t move from place to place. In the other Intifada
you could go out and you could get a permit to get into Israel. You could takeatrip, go
to the sea, and get a change of air. Now we can't wait for themto lift the curfew just to
be able to go out onto the street. We can't even dream of reaching the hills around us,
but at least we can get as far as the street now. Let them give us a bit of freedom’” .

A young man from Ein Beit || M&

“ The biggest problem | wanted to talk about is the problem of housing. It isa big
problem. As a university student, the atmosphere for studying in the house is not
natural. It has effects. There are young children with no recreational placesto go.
They stay in the house or around the house along with the neighbours’ children.
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They make a clamour, noise, banging, shouting, everything. There is no place for
them to play. You can't blame them. In normal days the students would do their
homework in the evenings, at night. Now the problem is that at night there are
soldiers, the sound of tanks coming and going and coming and going. The problem
isthat | can’'t concentrate any more at night. | can neither study in the evenings
nor during the day. Thisis a problem for all the students in the camp. Also our
financial situations are difficult. To finish our studies, puts financial pressure on
our families. This affects the students a lot. When | think about the future, we are
always scared that we will not finish our studies. That we could be killed by a
bullet or a missile at any moment. This also affects us. Also we have lots of free
time, we suffer from boredom. Inside the camp thereisno placeto go. It isboring.
A couple of years ago we could go in the street, go for a walk, break the boredom.
Now we see our friendsin their houses. But all the houses are the same, filled with
people. Thereis no place to go away to hang out and relax. e see our friendsin
thestreet. Thereisno place one can go to losethemselves. The club and the student’s
council help, but the club isnot openin the evening. We are all university students;
we shareall the same problems. \WWe thought that there should bein the club aroom
for usto meet in. If we want to study we could use the room as a study hall. To sit
together, to talk about our problems, to help each other with our studies, and use
some of our time productively. Play alittle bit. Read booksin alibrary. Most of the
youth would like to play sports but thereisno playground. Nothing nearby. Even if
there was a sports field the youth would worry about going there. If the Israeli
army came, how we would get home safely? And so on. All of it affects us. We all
think about these fears and they affect us and our psychology and it affects our
studies. In the Open University there are no sports facilities. In this situation we
goto university every day. e used to go when we could, around our wor k schedules
to take classes but now there is nothing else to do. If we can afford it, we take
classes full time. Especially in the camp there is no playground.

The students themselves, or anyone, we are getting older, but we feel we don't
know anything. We don’t know anything about our future. Wl there be a future
for us. Work? If we are working and not studying or even if wefinish our studies
we feel like we haven't done anything. We feel asif we have exerted ourselves
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for nothing. Among us there are those younger who are not educated really.
They don't have a future. They live their lives from day to day.

We are 11 in my house. My father works day and night as a guard for a building. |
amthe eldest. My brother is 22 and when | was studying he was working. He didn’t
finish school. He dropped out of school early. | have three sisters. The eldest is
married and lives in the same house. Our house was big enough. She married our
cousin from Jordan and there they didn’t have enough roomto live in. So now they
have two rooms from our house and we made a separ ate entrance for them. Now to
solvethe problem nothing isthe samein our house. | have one brother in 8th grade,
alittlesister alsoin school, second grade. And sister who finished her tawjihi but is
not continuing her education because of the political situation. She is engaged to
another cousin from Jordan. Hewas here, but when the | sraeli soldierscameto the
camp they took him and sent him back to Jordan. We don’t know whether she will
stay here or go to Jordan ultimately. e have three bedrooms. One for my mother
and father, one for the girls, and then upstairs a room for the boys. Despite the
problems and the situation, we are a very close family. We sit together, talk, laugh.
We share everything. We like to sit all together and watch television. Especially in
winter. If someone goes away fromthe houseit changesin the family. | went onceto
Jordan, my mother called fromthe minute | arrived telling me to come home. If one
of usislate my mother will send someoneto call himfromwork. My mother isvery
attached to us all. Our family is very strong. There are no problems. In the camp |
see many brothers get angry at each other. That doesn't really happen to us. We
stick together and love each other. e have a lot of dreams. We wish we had our
own house away from the camp. A house with a garden in which we could plant
things. Someplace that would be ours forever. That we felt was good forever.

Of course | worry about my younger siblings. When my brothers or sisterswant
to do anything they ask me. They come to me because we are close. Of course |
worry about themalot whether their studiesor whether they goto ‘good’ places.
| try to go with them; | tell themwhat isgood and bad. Before | used to work and
study. | used to work in different places in construction, sometimes for friends
inside the camp; | would go with themto work. | used to help the family. Now |
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can’t do anything. And | see many things that the family needs and | can't help.
My father works only so we can eat and drink. e need more than that. This
affectsmealot. | can't help. | wish | could. It hurtsthat | can't.

We have the tutoring program we started with the Sudents' Council. The kids
need help. Things have reached a point such that boys can't even read or write.
My brother is among the youth we serve. So is our neighbour’s son. And the
number of such kids is great and growing every day. It's not like the previous
generations of children; it was the opposite most of the children used to reach a
good level of education. WWe wanted to make this program. We are putting a lot of
effort in this project. We want to alleviate or solve this problem of illiterate kids
in the camps. Their illiteracy will only make more problems for them later. We
will try. It takes a lot: books, black boards, notebooks, pens, stationary. Most of
this comes out of our pockets. e need a | ot to do this. They have a problem, they
don't like school. Thisisthe problemin the classes. We try to provide incentives,
games, even presents sometimesto encour age themto keep on studying. e don'’t
want it to be so that in the future they don't know how to read and embrace things
that aren’t good like smoking at a young age or fighting or making problems. \\e
hope to continue with this educational program. Also their families benefit. And
we hope that in the future they benefit and maybe it will help them get any job.

We ourselves are students. We can teach them to read and write but there are
things we can't teach or we need to be taught how to teach them. e need to
bring some specialists to help us, also maybe some counselors. Many have
psychological troubles or learning difficulties that we are not able to address.
There are also students who have other problems, they are disabled, blind. e
want to help themto succeed aswell. The programworks now but it has problems.
We want to be better able to serve everyone. We need some more help. Also our
council, weareall volunteers, we are students. When we have examsfor example,
maybe one of the university students can’t come to the afternoon session. The
children come and ask wheretheir teacher isand wetell himheisnot here today,
come back later, and they leave. We don’t want to have to do that to them. If we
had a little money that made this a regular job it would be better” .
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A young woman from Askar Camp

“When | went to the university, my brother forbade meto attend certain activities.
| trusted himin his judgment. Maybe he forbade me because he is educated.
There is trust in the house. Every house is different. | finished university in
administration and work as a volunteer in a local center as head of
administration. | am looking for a paying job. | have a BA in administration
from Al Najah. My mother is not educated but she really encouraged me. | was
very smart in school and knew | would go to college. If a girl issmart she will
go to schoal. | really wanted to get a doctorate, but with the political and
financial situation you know | cannot. | do really like my subject though.

| dream of visiting America or another big country. | like foreign films. They
have completely different values and traditions. | want to seeitinreal life. See
whether it isreal and not just in the films.

Families protect their girls here - yes the religion says you should keep the
girls safe, but not in prisons like they do here. There is so much lack of trust
here in families. If a girls likes a man, her parents will refuse the match
automatically because with feeling it has become something almost forbidden.

Personally, | amverytired. | feel asthough everyoneisfar away fromme. Even
my family and my friends. Everyone asksmewhy | amso quiet. Inthis[ political]
situation people should be closer and stick together. | know, but I cannot. Some
people search for a romantic relationship to feel that thereis someone closer to
them, they are running away from one thing to another. But the emotional
problems one hasare not just romanticin thissituation. | have problemscaring
about my own family members. Loving them. | don’t go out of my room. | can’t
handle this[political] situation any more. | am an emotional person so things
affect mealot. | liketo give. | liketo help people. | can not help peoplewho are
really needy easily. | cry. Wherever | go | see the oppression and injustice.

There is still hope for me. | look at my future. | want to be skilled, continue
learning. | talk with my sisters. | watch TV. | write poetry. | read.
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| am probably the only person who does not watch the news. | will wake up and
people will tell me about the war maybe. | won't know already. Death is at every
corner here. Maybeif | walk down the street to the shop the I sraeliswill kill me. Why
should | worry about the news? Or the war on Irag? Why should | put these things
inmy head? It makes me sick to watch the news. | cannot. | get tired. It'sexhausting” .

A young woman from Nur Shams camp who isin her
mid-twenties

“1 amfeeling a bit better since my brother was let out of prison. Hewasin prison
for twenty-five days. We didn’'t know where or how he was. In the beginning of this
Intifada hewashit by an Israeli bullet. It entered hisforehead thirteen centimeters.
He used to run a salon. A little coiffure shop. But he leaves it closed now. He
cannot bring himself to openit. Hejust sitsin the house. He waswounded againin
the neck. There was a five-hour operation and then some plastic surgery. But it's
his personality that has changed. His work used to be very good. Now he cannot
sitina chair for even a minute. He did not sleep well. And he was so badly beaten
he cannot sleep at all now. Alot of people come out of prison crazy. We are happy
he is okay but of course his character is different than when he went in.

My father is 67 years old. He worked for an Israeli municipality cleaning streets.
He stopped working in Israel when they closed it to us. Heisalso too old. Another
one of my brothers was a mechanic in Israel. It has been three years now and he
has no work. He was engaged but had to break the engagement because he had to
money to marry. Every three months we receive a case of rice, flour, sugar, milk,
and ail. It is not enough. The owner of the corner shop, he gives us everything:
cooking gas, food. We could not live without him. He doesn't ask for money. We
started by keeping a tab, but then herealized our situation and he tore that up. He
just says, “ | help you now, maybe one day...” [you will help me or someone else].

My mother issick with high blood pressure and diabetes. | amthe only girl
in the house. Our family was 7 daughters. All 6 are married. | also have
five brothers.
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| failed the tawjihi and soon after was engaged. But after one and a half years,
the marriage didn’'t take place. If | had not been engaged, maybe | would have
tried again to pass the tawjihi.

No organization has given us anything since my brother was wounded. | don't
know why others got compensation [from the Palestinian Authority] when
someone is wounded and we didn’t. We registered with organizations, but they
say because we have the salon, a business, they say we are not eligible. But the
salonisclosed. If my brother opensit he only does so to give a qui ck five-shekel
haircut. And then he closesit again. He doesn't buy anything for us. He doesn’t
buy himself clothes, or clothing for the rest of the family.

No one knows about these problems. e are embarrassed. We don’'t want any
of our neighboursto know. Even my old school friends that you met. They don’t
haveany clue. Ontheoutside everythingisalright. Seel keep my clothesperfect.
But cometo our houseif you want to see poverty. Just comethrough the doorway.

One of my brothers-in-law gives me a bit of money. Heis not responsible for us
but he gives me twenty or fifty shekels every now and then because he feels for
me. He under stands. The beautician’straining inthe Women's Center isten shekels
amonth. It seemslike nothing. But itisalot tome. Itisusually impossible. Inthe
housethereismy mother and my father and me. And one brother and hischildren.
He smokes. The cheap Arabic cigarettes, but even those are difficult to provide.

Before the Intifada no women worked in Israel. Now lots of women go. My
neighbour'swife goes. She sleepsin Israel three nights, but it isdifficult. She has
children and her husband cannot take care of them himself. The women sometimes
suffer bad words from the [Israeli] loudspeakers [at the checkpoints] but they
suffer the humiliation because they have families to feed. And some have other
needs. My eldest brother has two disabled children. My brothers used to work
for the Palestinian Authority, now there is no work for them. They have to start
new lives. They have families to take care of and cannot |ook after us. One of my
brotherswasactive during thefirst Intifada and then hewent to I srael and worked
as an accountant with a municipality, can you believe it he has no work now.
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Nothing. Two brothers, 31 and 27, they have nothing and no future. The one who
was engaged, he started building a house, but has no money to finish it. Our
house is small. We don't all fit. How can he bring a wife into our house?

Once my brother was sitting drinking tea with our cousins in the yard next to the
house. One of our cousinswaskilled by a missile. Every day | hear the sound of that
missile. At night | hear soundsthat are not there. | have talked to a psychologist. That
was on March 7, 2002. Five others were killed that day in the same neighbour hood.
No ambulance could get here. They said, “ \We're coming, we're coming!” , but the
soldierstook their time and searched the ambulances. We were all screaming. It was
three in the morning. He was holding himself bleeding crying “ Uncle! Uncle!” The
missile opened my cousin’s body. It was burned. He was 27 years old.

When the missile struck the whole house was filled with dust. 6 or 7 homes
weredamaged. It isforbidden to build on a demolished house, but the neighbours
can rebuild. Our other neighbour’s son was martyred. The family is so worried
their house will be destroyed.

| am the youngest of all the children. My mother and father are weak and often
bedridden. When my brother wasin prison my mother even found watching television
exhausting. | can't look for work. If there was work, who would feed my parents,
clean up after them, and take care of them? They are old. | even worry about them
when | go down to the shop. Our family issmall. My father isan only child and my
mother only has sisters. My brothers, there is no future for those young men. |
can't leave the house for three hoursto meet with Aymad [ one of the psychologists
who was providing leadership training and counselling through Bisan's project].

Sometimes | get so frightened. Even though | have to look after my mother and
sheisvery unwell, | need her to comfort me because | am so scared. After he
[my cousin] was killed by the Apache, | have started to ignore things. | don't
know how to cry. If someone died in front of me | wouldn’t cry. But | jump at
everything. If I amwashing the dishes and someone enterstheroom| break the
dishes. | jump. Sometimes there is shooting in the mountains. | can't sleep the
whole night - not until after the sunrises’ .
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A young woman from Ein Beit || Ma’

“We are dying of boredom. Thereis no placeto go. If you want to sleep during
the day there is no where to sleep in the house. If my brother wantsto sleep, he
can. But | can’t. | don’t work. My brother goesto university, if the children need
clothes or something for school they get it...but | want to get my tawjihi but
there just isn't enough money. | take two shekels every day from my brother
who works. | would like to take tawjihi but | would need private classes. | am
too old to go back to school. But that costs money. If | save maybe after two
years| could try to finish my studies.

Wherever you look in our house a little boy peeps out. We are 19 people living
in this house. My siblings and my brothers' wives. We have 4 rooms. And my
brothers’ children sleep with us so it’s very crowded. | have a brother who was
imprisoned in the church [in Bethlehemduring invasionsthere] . | have a brother
who waswounded in hisleg, and if they take the bullet out he could be paralyzed.
My father is a pharmacist’s assistant. He is one of three partners - what can |
tell you more. | studied only the first year of high school and now | regret it.
There is a new project which will allow me to review for the tawjihi exam.
Sometimes | behave impulsively, and do things and say things that | do not
intend but the othersthink it isintentional. | am misunderstood. | am thinking
to finish my tawjihi | hope | will do better in my subjects because my hopeisto
do better because | would like to work as a counselor. | don't know, | like to
read about people'sproblems. | liketo find solutionsfor them. That'sthereason
| want to be a counselor.

The people have changed in the camp. There used to be goodness and now it
has gone. People would live, and be happy to let otherslive, now it isa dog eat
dog world.

You can hear everything. Your neighbours yelling at each other, or someone
calling from upstairs. Sometimes, of course there are problems, every house
has problems. If there is a problem in the household and people raise their
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Vvoices everyone can hear them. Even ordinary conver sations can get overheard
and we have to say “ lower your voice” . And there is no privacy. | would be
lying if | said it didn't affect everyone. For example, once | had a quarrel with
my brother and he hit me and | loss consciousness and it was the neighbours
who came to help me. All the same it’s not nice that everything, everything one
does gets known.

In my freetime | would like to work. | would like to work with my hands. And
frankly |1 would like to do some kind of work that would bring me income. If
some one has any needs, it's only my father to spend on such needs. And every
one of us has things that we need. | would also like to help. My father is
responsible for 19 people. So of course there are things that | am lacking.

| have a hobby, everything to do with ceramicsl| liketo do...baskets of flowers,
decorative objects, frames, embroidery, | like to make them. | do this at
home. If my friends ask for something | will makeit for them. | would liketo
have a project, a little business. | like to make things. | make decorations
with flowers for people. My sister she asked me to make some decorations
for her house. | saw some things | liked and without training or anything |
just made them for her. | found the materials cheaply and | made them for
her. Copying the ones in the shops. | do this for my relatives. | don’t take
money. But | enjoy it. If | found someone who would buy my things, maybe |
could make really beautiful things” .
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C onclusion

The youth who were participant contributors to this study are very aware of
the problemsthey face and that there are youth el sewhere who do not haveto
encounter the same hardships and injustices as Palestinian refugees living
under Israeli occupation. At the same time, Palestinian young people are
profoundly uninformed about social movements, struggles, feminist efforts
and experiences of refugees or statelessness from around the world. Their
own experiences and preoccupation with local politics may eclipse their
capacity to examine other models of existence and resistance. Asis evident
in the testimonies given above, many youth are dissatisfied with their roles
in the society, and aspects of the society itself. Change must comefrom within
Pal estinian society, but some of thetools, venues, resources, skills, knowledge,
and motivation to embark upon such change must also be made available.
The Pal estinian educational system and itsemphasison rotelearning, coupled
with the daily humiliations and pressures of life under occupation are keeping
youth from being in strong personal as well as social positions to shoulder
leadership in their communities. Structures need to be created to
ingtitutionalize ways in which young people can be involved in decision
making processes in order to contribute in meaningful ways to the
development of avibrant civil society in Palestine.

Leaders are not born in isolation. There has to be a community setting in
which they can exercise their skills. Local community centers and
organizations, whether voluntary, charitable, religious, cultural, socia, athletic
or political, aretraining groundsfor young peopleto build the skillsthey will
need to make decisions about their own lives aswell aswork to improve the
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lives of their communities. All those interviewed displayed a sound
commitment to working for the betterment of their communities and the
growth of their country. Through supporting local organizationsand the active
involvement of youth within these organizations we can begin to combat
some of the social, economic, and political issues that hinder the healthy
development and participation of young people in their society.
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/ \ nnexes

Annex |

Cost of Living in Palestine

To givethereader an ideaabout the cost of living in Palestine, we can compare
the average Pal estinian consumer pricesas determined by the Palestinian Central
Bureau of Statistics for March 2003 with comparable Canadian ones of 2001
provided by Statistics Canada. We have tried to use the most recent figures
available in both countries and are employing a current exchange rate of 3.5
New Israeli Shekelsto 1 Canadian dollar. This exchange rate was supplied by
the Canadian Representative to the Palestinian Authority for April 2003. All
dollar amounts given here represent Canadian (not United States) dollars.

The average cost of fresh milk in Palestine is 5.35 NIS ($1.53) per liter. In
Canada, the price is approximately $ 1.43. Olive ail in Palestine costs about
17.85 NIS ($5.10) akilo, while cooking oils cost about 6.26 NIS ($1.70) per
liter. In Canada, aliter of cooking oil costs approximately $3.04. 500 grams of
processed cheesein Palestine costs 8.89 NIS ($2.54) whilein Canadait would
cost about $5.34. The cheapest fresh chicken (un-plucked and with bones)
costs about 9.72 NIS ($2.77) per kilo, while in Canada, chicken meat costs
$5.45 per kilo. A kilo of oranges cost about 1.97 NIS ($ .56) but in Canada
oranges are $2.13 a kilo. Bananas on the other hand are 3.7 NIS ($1.06) and
$1.27 a kilo respectively. Potatoes in Canada are 67 cents a kilo, while a
Palestinian pays on average about 2 NIS (57 cents) per kilo. One hundred tea
bagswill cost aPalestinian 14.28 NI S ($4.08) and a Canadian $4.69. M acar oni
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or pasta sells in Palestine for about 4.83 NIS ($1.38) per 500 grams while a
comparable amount in Canada costs $ .96.

A 25 kilogram bag of rice can cost about 70 NIS ($20.00) and lentilsrun 4.14
NIS ($1.18) a kilo, while a 60 kilogram bag of flour goes for about 102 NIS
($29.00).'8

Some other important figures are as follows:

Textbooks for one year from the new Palestinian Curriculum for a primary
school student cost about 36 shekelsif the child isnot attending a private school
where supplementary texts in French or English can cost over 50 NIS each
with two to three booksfor each class. School uniformsfor government schools
and UNRWA schools cost between 60 and 100 NIS each.

Petrol for automobiles, per liter, is about 4.9 NIS ($1.40).

18 The figures in this paragraph are drawn from the Palestinian Central Bureau of Statistics Web
Page at http://www.pchs.org/english/cpi/statist/pricel.htm and Statistics Canada as they appear
on http://rel ocatecanada.com/foodprice.html asretrieved on April 15, 2003. The exchangerate as
noted it considered 3.5 NIS per Canadian dollar.

-102 -









